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to any souls, and the church is edified

thereby.

0
NOTICES OF MISSIONARIES.
Some notices of eminent missionaries

may not be inappropriate in our pages,
devoted to the Record of missionary or
evangelieal operations whether in con-
nexion with our own or with other
churches.  ‘The memortes of Eliot, Zeis-
berger, Brainerd, and Haven, ought to
be éspecially dear to the inhabitants of
this western world.  Brainerd alone of
these was a native of the western conti-
nent; nt all of them had  their field of
labour heve—we mean on this side of
the Atlantic.  Haven in his self«denying
labours gave himself to the bleak and
frozen regions ot Lalnador, to the un-
yromising field of the Esquinaux mind :
i‘)liot, Z(?lsher;_'cr, and Brainerd, to the
various tribes then inhabiting the dis-
tricts which have been appropriated and
formed at different times into States of’
the Union.

John Eliot, «the apostle of the Indi-
ans,” as he has been emphatically called,
was a native of England  IHaving early
embraced nonconformist views, and, in
common with many others, deeming Iing-
land no longer a safe harborage for such
rinciples, or sphere for their operation,
Le embarked for New England in Ame-
rica, where he expected to find a field
more aderquate to }lis energies, and more
open to the devotion of his tacnlties to
the great cause he had so much at heart.
¢« 1le embarked” says Carne, from whose
« Lives of eminent missionaries” we shall
take most of our extracts, “in_the sum-
mer of 1631, and arrived at Boston in
the month of November in the sume year:
so long were voyages oftentimes at this
period.”  Ile beecame pastor of'a Con-
gregation at Roxbury, and continued
there for a period of nearly 15 years, be-
fore he devoted himself'to the work which
he bad especially in view, the instrucu-
on and conversion of the Iudian. On
this his mind was much set, and he bad
prepared himself for the work by a long
and laborious study of the native lan-
guage.

“On the 26th Octover. 1646, says Carne,
“he sct out from his home, 1 company with
three friends to the nearest Indian settle-
mert: he had previously sent to give this
tribe notice of his coming. and a very large
number was collected from all quarters. If
the savages expected the coming of their
euest, of whose name they had often heard,
to be like that of a warrior sachem, they
were greatly deceived.  They saw Elint on

foot, drawing near, with his companions:
his translation of the scriptuves, liken enlu.
met of peace and love, in his hand, He was
met by their chief, Waubon, who cominet-
ed him to a large wivwam.  After a short
rest, Bliot «went into the openair, and stand -
g on u grassy tmound, while the people
formed around him in all the stillness of
strong swrpriss and euviosity, he prayed in
the Linglish tongue, #s it he could not ad-
dress heaven in a language both stiange and
new.  And then he preached for nu hour in
their own tongue, and gave n clear aud
simple accomnt of the veligion of Christ, of
his character and life, of the blessed state of
those who believed in him.  Of what avail
would it have heen to set hefore this hsten-
ing people the terrors of the Almighty, anil
the doom of the guilty 2 This wise mun
kuew, by long experience as a minister, that
the heart loves better 1 be persuaded than
territicd—to be mielted than alavmed. The
whole carcer of the Indian's lfe tended to
frecze up the finer and softer feelings and
make the more dark and painful passions fa-
milinr to him.  Ile resolved to strike a new
chord, and when he saw the tear stream
down their stern faces, and the haugly
head sink low on the breast, as he painted
the incfinble love of Christ, he said it was
“a glotious and affecting spectcle to soe
a company of perishing forlorn ontensts. so
drinking in the word of salvation.” The im-
pressions this discourse produced, were of
very favourable nature : as far as the «hief,
Waunon, was concerned, they were never
effaced.  Afterwards she guest passed seve-
ral hours conversing with the Indians, il
answering their questions.  When night
came, he returned to the tent with the chiel,
amd the people entered thew wigwams, or
lay down around, and slept on the grass.~
What were Eliot’s feelings on this mght ?
At last, the longing of years was accom-
plished; wbe frait of his prayers was givon
to him.

“Could the walls of his loved study
speak,” says his friend,  they wonld el of
the entreaties poured forth before the Lord,
of' the days and wights set apart with fast
ing—that thua, thus it mighe be” A fuw
of the chiefs friends alone remained, after
the people were retived.  One of the Chyis-
tians perceived an Indian, who wis hang-
ing down hishead. weeping: the former went
t) him, aud spoke enconraging words. after
which he turned his face to the wall, and
wept yet more abandantlv: soon after, he
arose and went our.“ When they told m:
of his tears,” says Eliot, ¥we resolved to
go forth, aud follow him into the wood, and
speak to him. The promd Indian’s spirit
was quite hroken: at last we parted, groatly
rejoicing for such sorrowing.” . He now re-
solved to continue his Iabours: but, on the
26th of November. when he met the assen-
bly of the Indians for the third time, he
found that, though many of them had con-
structed wigwams at the place of meeting.



