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NOV TO POISON A ROUBE.

The f<>lowing, which we extract from the New York 7ïmes,
agrees s0 weii with our own ideas ou the suhject, that we cannot
refrain from pubiishing it:

il'Many remarkabie and sudden outbreaks of diqease and cases
of sudden death- have occurred during the past few years in
bouses in New York, where every sanitary circumstance seemed
favorable. The favorite child of a wealthy family lias been sud-
deniy carried off by diplhtheriis, wbere the house was on the hill
witli the drainage apparentiy excellent, suid the rons were
neyer crowded or overheated. 'Another, living in the most airy
and elevated portion of the city, lias snddeniy heen seized witli
that most mysterious and terrible of thé, 'foui air diqeases,' spinal
ineningitis, and, under every care and precaution which wealth
could stipply, bas diý(I in great agony. Here a famiiy, living in
what iniglit be called a palatial bouse, lias been attaeked with
typhoid, and the children. or other meinhera have struggled for
inontha witl, death. Virulent fevers have broken out in the
finest houses, and sonie of the handsomest quartera of the city
have not been exempt froin pestilentisi diseases. Malaria has
been everywbere, andl Fifth avenue has feit it as weil as the
streets made over old water pools. It should be reinembered.
too, in a sanitary point of view, that the beat parts of New York
ought to be titterly exempt lrom. these foul-air disposes. There
is nothing «'providential' in the sense of miyatery in these sudden
tueatlis of the chîildren of thxe rich. They are as mîîceh the eifeet
of law nsR would lie the dîowning of these sanie children, if they
lîaid beeii put under the water. Modern science eau as certainly
leduce the deatb-rate from foul-air diseases as it can elevate the
land or keep down the water on the banka of a given lake. A
skilful modern prison and snnitary inspecter lias said that if lie
discovered a case of snmail-pox or diplitheria ir bis wards, he
shonl1 at once charge himself with defect of administration.

" The best parts of a city cannot, of course, escape the diffusion
ofr poiýionous gases froni the woret parts. Moreover, nuisances
like our gas works and bone factories contrihute their poison for
miles on every wind. But each house in New York lias a private
and individual machine for diffusing the germas of diplitheria or
the seeds of scariet fever, sora tlîroat, choiera infantnna sud
typhoid. Almost every bed-room in the richest quartera of the
city bas, a lîrivate connection with the sewer, in whicli are the
infecta of typboid patients, or the fermentiug and disorganizing,
animal anad vegetatle matter, which. eitber produce the seeds of
disease, or furii the fertile soei for these seeda to ripen in.
The especial means of infection in many diseases is hy qewer
products. In the Croton water-bowi there la, of course, a drain.
p.ipe connected with the main drain of the bouse. Ordinarily
the water-traps keep the gases back. But seime niglit, wben thé,
sleeper is moat unprotected agantscifleeadtevtl
energy is et the lowest, a fodfroin the sea or ramn fuls the
sewers, or a atroug wind blows through them. The gases are
forcedl violently back. The water in the trap-bend formas no
obstacle. They rush np through the chamber water-pipes, and
diffuse theinselves through the apartmneut. Had we- a super.
naturai power of siglit, we should uudouhtedly see on such a
nigbt a cioud of microscop~ie sp3rules of scarlet fever, or currenta
of dipbitheria germas, or sbower8 ot typboid seeda scattering them-
selves through the bouse, and entering the systemq of the un-
happiy sît-epers. Snicb as are vigoraus wouid thraw theni off, but
witb the weak snd the youug the seeda wouid take root, spring
up and bear l'earful fruit. The next day there would be a 'provi.
dential' case of malignant fever in the house, and in a feiv weeks
a lue wouid be extinguisbed, whose loa many coniing years
could not cause ta be forgatten.

-Tho only prevention againat such escape@ of gases is to bait-
ish aiR water drains frein the bedroome, and to p ut escape ver ti-
latian pipes on the trapa. We must return to t he aid bouwi andi

itcher. Tie pipes should ail end ini the bath.room ; ail %water
bedrawn froin there, and thus room ventiiated sa as to permit no0

cntminatian of the bouse. The littie extra trouble wouid he
well i epaid by the safeguard ta life. Sucob an arrangement ex-
cludes ail chaxuber hath-roams. But safety is the first thiîng,
couv nience afterward."

TME SANITLRT CONDITON 0F TEEX T ROUS.
It is a i-ery sweeping assertion to say, yet 1 do saï. without 1

the least hesitatian, and fully uauderstanding ail that it; impLes,
tiiat every tenement bouse in New 'York or eisewliere which was

built no long as five yearsa go ouglit to have its wbole drainaV,
system entirely removed and replaced .by the very best workQ,
whicb the modern art of plumbing is capable, arrauged accordi4
to the very best plan which' moidema saaitary kuowledge CSIa
devise, I date backfive yeas saaving clause. Itis3 possibler
but it certaiuly la not probable, that a few of the more modem"l
tenement bouses may lie properly drained. The objectiou viiî
naturally be raised that to compel the owners of these houses tO.
undertake sucli costly work would be a hardship, if not au actuai
invasion of their private righita. The objection is of no vailue.
Capitalists of the ýclass under consideratiou de pend for their iW
come upon the necessities of ignorant, beedlIess, and he lteO
people,-of men, women, and children wbo hold Vteirlives dailt
subject to the most imminent danger.

A great outcry ia raised agaiîîst the bad sewers of the oldeg
parts of ail aur cities, and they are bad enougli to justify the olltj
cry. At the saine ti nie, the bouses connected witlî the i get theér.
bad effect oully at arm'éi leugth, and they neeoi ot get it at'1*
As at present arranged, there is no doulit that they dreeive ýiil

inuius ainount of sewer gas Troua thein. At th= a tilea
there la j uat as little doubt that thteir owu private draina, s501'
pipes, aud waste-pipes are active sud constant produersOfý
equally deleterious gases, auffi'cient ta account for the utthealtl
condition wlîich is s0 otten ascribed exciusively to the uewer'lI
the street.

It would bo a comparativeiy simail motter sa tso discon1e
every bouse fromn the sewer that it need be in no danger af. *0
invasion of its gases. If oniy th1is were needed tea remave tIi0 '
drain diseases which we know ta be uo rife, aur prolbletn waiild bel
a very simple one. IJnfortunately wbat is needed is vèry mllcb
more serious than this, and must be very mucli more costly.

The healtb officers of every city kîîow, or it la their daty to
learn, aud they mav learn very easily, the relations existing'
hetweeu defective draina sud waste-pipe and the ill.health Of
those wbo hive in hanses coutaining them. This knawledge, TOUS,
qualify them ta pesa a decree of absolute condemnnation agaiiist
every one of these avrongly arranged aud badly canstmurted 5P»
pliances. Trashy soul-pipes, imperfectly joiuted, utiventiite'1 "
unflushed, and iuadequatelv supparted, ab they exist ini se nmaRY
of our tenenient hanses ; cor raded waste. pipes, balf choked Witb
foui accumulations and ssgging in their course ;trapaso shallOel
sa badly placed, and so bagil 7 arrauged that tbey are traîps 0i1lY
ta catch those who trust themn , and open-inouthed sink-waste,
pouring their mephîtie exhalations inta the interior of close 9îî1
ciosely-packed houses,-to say nothing of the worst Possible
water-closets in tbe warst possible coudition,-tbese are t he fiil1fý
nlot thie exception, lu nearly ail aur tenement bouses.
where inspection la rigid, sud it is probably nawhere . mare s
than lu New York city, the 'standard by which plumbing is
measured is by no means that af the beat modern work ; it; asD
even that of the " first-class " bouses up.town. It sbould bo,
and if tenemeut bouses are ta lio made fit residences for the pao',
the overwarked, and the careleas, it miait be bametbing very U1UC>b
bigher and botter.-Colonel Wcariaag, in th. Plumber.

A WAEXIN TO PLUMRER AN" TE=I PATRONS-
Diphtheria, scarlet lever and pneumonie have been particul'f

ly active in certain parts ai New York and Brooklyu durmagb
paàt yeamm and the causàe is criminel carelesneas, officiai stupi erg,
and extraordinary meekiesaness on the part ai propertly awfllc
anid of builders and plumbers. Althougb. the life of a*persOP
ordinarv circumstauceas is ai as mucli value as the lufe of a TiiW-ý
naire, it is quite natural that the latter, dying in a costly m'
sion wbere money bas been lavished on devices for protection Oui
comfomt, should attract the greater attention, especially if iW1
a reasonabbe inference that sewem-gag waa in an y degree a rdo
posing cause. Fortuiiately the death of the late Mr. -acKwe e
lu Brooklyn, was brought ta notice ai the autharities, and "
re-suit of an oifficial investigation iii most surpriaiug. t

W lien Mm. Rockwell'A family began ta die, and one af ter the
was carried ta Gmeenwood, public attention was attracted t b
several possible causes ai this extmaordinary fatality, but DO
dreaumed 'thit the doath-trap was the trap in the millioîîaire's OO4t-
]y but worse thami useles pluîxabing.

The Sanitamy Superinteudent af Brooklyn examinied. the
and genemai plumbing, assisted by an expert. Amoîng other tiIB
tbey fouud triat reome ai the main bines ai soil-pipe tiiet are,Ô
tinued ta the roof do double duty--carrying off the sewer-g"' 0
acting as main leaders. One ai tho pipes receives the water fel
1,200 square foot, and during heavy raina la sa filled wlth iO0
ta empty overy trop connected with it. The water-closet 111fl
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