
CORTICELLI HIOME NEEDLEWORK.

fashions lield sway, lace during the seventeenth and eighteenth cenituries wLLs used
lavishly for nearly aIl forins of dress. The fialling collars which succeeded ruis were
either made cf lace or bordered with it. Ladies wore lace headdreFses, lace flounces,
ruffles of lace nt the elbt)ws. Gentlemen had lace cuiTs or ruffles which féll over the
hand, and thus, it -%vas said, facilitated chcating at cards. They wore lace trimmed
garters, ruffles of lace at the kuce, lace roses on slhoes, evea quillings cf lace te flU up
the wide boot tops that were the fashion in 1602.

During the sixtcenth century there was the most extravagant use of lace by the
court of France. In 1577) on a state occasion, the king 'wore four thousand yards of
purc gold lace on his dress, and the wardrobe accounts of the queca are fllled with
entries of point lace. Such ivas the prodigality of the nobility at this period in the
purchase of lace tbat sumptuary ediets were issued against it, but ediots failed tO put
down Venetian points; profusion in the use of lace only iarreased. The consumption
of foreign lace and embrcidery wvas unbounded. Immense sums of money foùad their
wvay annually froni France to Italy and Flanders for these ccstly fabrics. As the
royal commands 'were o'werless against the importation of the artistie productions of
Vcnice, Genoa, and Brussels, it was determined by Colbert, the Frenchi ninister, ta
develop the lace manufacture in France, se that the money spent upon these luxuries
xaight be kept within the kingdoxn.

SkilIful workmen -were suborned f rom Venice and the Low Countzies and placed
around in the existing manufactories, and in towns wvhere nev ones were te be est-.
ablished. A. declaration of August 5, 1665, orders 91the manufacture of ail sorts of
works of thread, as weII of the needie as on the pillow, in the inanner of the points
which are made at *Venice and other foreiga countries, iwhich shall be called 'points
de France."1' la a few ycars a lucrative manufacture wvas established which brought
]arge sunis into the kingdcrn. Point de France supplaated the points of Venice and
Fianders. and France became a lace-making as welI as a lacc-wearing country.

A facsimile of a pattern suggested by a great event iii the national histcry of
France is shown by flic Frontispicce, Fig. 56. Notice in thec center cf this curious
piece tlic Crowin of France surmcuinting two inedallionsjoined together, one represent-
ing louis XIV, and the other Mnary Theresa cf Austria. ]3elow, joined together and
surroundcd by liniks cf a (-bain, are two bura«ng hearts. It is evidently aFrench pro-
duction which was miade at the order of the Court during the reiga cf Louis XIV.
The details cf the design bave a delicacy of fori and an artistic value which wvas net
common te i3elgium productions, and lots one suppose that many cf the most fanious
old pieces knc'wn amcng dealers cf rare old laces as Guipure de B3ruges may bave had
the sanie origen. This is a very good illustration of Point de Paris lace. This, as
well as Figs. 58, 60, 61, and 02 were talzen froni Josephi Seguin's valuable bock on the
subjeet cf lace whichi was publishced ia Paris in 1875, and te whiich we are iadebted
alsa for certain portions cf our text.

Fig. 57 shows a very good illustration of Venetian. Point in relief, which la coin-
inonlylzknown as « oe"or raised point. AIL cf the cutlibes in high relief are fornied
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