
THE LEGAL NEWs. 36
Wlhich muiglt be mentioned is that of the late Mr. JusticeSanbo)rnl We*remember well the dissatisfaction expressedat his aPPointment to the Court of Appeal, but this soondisappeared, and Mr. Justice Sanborn ere long had earnedan enviable reputation which he maintained up to the

timfe of his decease.

The great evil of endless appeals and rehearings incrirninal cases, which seem to be a niatter of course in
sorne portions of the United States, has been vigorously
exposed by Mr. Justice Parker in charging a Federai
Grand Jury in Arkansas. This judge, who, it isý said,hias hinseif sentenced over one hundred and fifty per-
sons1 to death, asserted that the number of those whohave been murdered in the United Statesl in the lust five
yea'rs is six tumes largor than the Continental army at the
'-lose of the. Revolution, and that the number of the mur-dered lust year is greater than the standing army at theOutbreak of the civil wa-r. In the absence of precise
figu'res, we do flot know how far this may be an exag-
geration, but the judge went on to say that the issuebefore the country was whether or not life was to, beadequateîy protected. He thought the people shoulddetnand'of the courts that they discountenanoe intrigueand hair-splitting distinctions in favor of criminals. Theappellate, court, he added, existed mainly to stab thetrial judge in the back and enable the criminal to gof1ree. In the sanie journal in which this synopsis .ofJudge Parker's address appeared, we read of the execu-tioni of a maurderer who was found guilty so long ago asJUly 13, 1894, and sentenoed to, be executed Âug. 21,1894, The day the execution actually occurred was thefifth day fixed for it. Such cases, if not common, arecertainly flQt unprecedented.


