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The bistory then passes over a long uneventful period of nearly four
hundred ycars with scarcely a sentence, and again becomes full and graphie
about the exodus and the journey in the wilderness, investing even the de-
tails of legisiation with a special interest by connecting them with the
person, the character, and the private life of the ]awgiver, Moses.

And thus the story is continued, sometimes passing over a long interval. cf
inaction or ebscurity with a few words cf general description, or a list of
names ; but fastening here and there on the name of Joshua, cf Gideon, of
Samuel, of Saul, or of David, and narrating the history of the times in con-
nection with the circumstances cf bis life.

The current cf hunian events, as it is described ini the sacred writings, is
not like that stream cf uniforni breadth and depth which text-books, seeni te
describe, and which we see often depicted in chronolegical charts. It rather
resembles, a picturesque river, diversified in its aspects as it glides along ; now
feeblei and narrow, now broad and swelling ; hemmed in at one part of its
course by overhanging rocks, and at another spreading eut into a vast lake;
becoming again contracted, or like the Arcadian river cf Aipheus disappear-
ing altogether from, view, then reappearing, and yet fiowing ceaselessly ; now
past a fair city or a noble castie, and anon throuzh a vast region which is fiat
and comparatively barren; continuons but irregular, possessing unity but
net uniformity ; invitinge the traveller te gide rapidly along at one time,
and te linger long and teuderly over somne meémorial cf *vanished cyreatness at
another.

«Who dees net see that such a narrative preciseIy corresponds te the rei
picture cf a natien's histcry? In the life cf a people there are aiways great
epochs cf change and activity eccurring at irregular intervals, and se înarked
and characteristic, that if they be once understood, ail the lesser details and
the intermediate events become intelligible through their means.

Moreover, the Scriptural story cf the people cf Israei curiously resembles
the actual knowledge which even the most àccomplished historical acholar
possesses. That it is adapted te, the needs and conditions cf the humani un-
dlerstanding will be evident te any one wvho wviIl take the trouble te recall blis
own experience, and wiil remember bow he bas secured one after another
certain fixed points cf interest, lbas grouped around theni, little by littie, the
facts which he subsecquently acquired, fiiled up the intervais cf time, between
thcm. by slow degrees, but te the last lias continued te retain bis hold on
these fix.-ed points, and te refer every new acquisition te soine eue or other
cf theni. -Eron J. G. Fiitch's Le4iures on~ Te2acIiing.

ECOLESIASTICAL ACTION.

The fellowing preamble and resolutiens were adopted at tha meeting, of the
éàgustana Syned cf the Swcdisli Lutheran Church, at their meeting at Il--
ford, Ili., on the 29t1î of J une, 1885:

.In view cf the vital relations cf Frotcstantism in generai, and cf Luther-
anism in particular, te an open Bible and te tlhe universal dissemination of
God's word ; timereforc, resolvcd.

1. That -%e licartilS rejeice in the great and growing interest in tho studfy
and iu the sprcad cf thme Seriptures.

2' That ive are in ]xearty accord wvit the Bible societies cf the worid il,
timeir zealous efforts te publish the Heoly Scripturcs iin ail languages and ini ll
lands. 

al3. Tîmat we ivill cordially co-operate with the Anicrican Bible Socicty su
its auxiliaries in our respective fields cf labour, ini efforts te place the %vord
cf Ged in the homes cf ill the people cf tbis country, and te gTive it tio the
world.


