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our celebration to-day is a niost glorious and triunipliant one. \Vith
the poet, I rnay say:

"Far from the his of Innisfail)
\Ve meet in love to-night,

Sorne of the scattered Cla-,n-na--Gaei,
XVith sp'rits, wvarm andi brighit.

WVhy dc> we nicet? 'Tis to repeat
Our vows bath ig-,ht and day,

To dear aid ireland, brave aId Ireland,
Ireland, boys! Hurra,!"

The story of Ireland is niost. glorious. H-ardly liad the great
apostie concluded lus task of evangelizinig the Irish people, wvlich,
fil the manner of its accomplishaient, was natlîing less than marve1 -
ous, than our ancestors becamne a nation of saints and sages. Mon-
asteries and sehools sprang up e\,ery\wlîIere -nith a rapidity tuiprece-
dented in, the annials of Cliristianity. Even wvhiIe practising their
Druidist'c superstition, the Irish showed thcmnselv-es to le naot devoid
of learning. No wondcr, then, that a race, with so keen ail intellect,
which, in its pre-Christian state, hand attained a conisiderable degyree
of civilization, w~hile neigliboring nations w'ere yet in the caflditiofl of
barbarism, should, under the inifliience of the Catholie faitl., gain
distinction in tlie fild of education. It 'vas during the saine epocnl
that the great intellectual centres in other parts of the civilized world,
in the namle of science, began to 1enaunice the Gospel> and to sowv
the seeds of lheresy. But Erin, designed, as it were, bx' Divine Pro-
vidence, came forth to the rescue, and slhed her rays of salutary lighit
ta the farthest confines of civilization. Where, indeed, do we nat
find Irish evang elists and teachers during tliese troublaus timies1f
Imbued wvitlî the fire of teaching the heatheni, wc flnd themi radiating
inta ail lands to, checer tlic Christiani, trodden down by barbarian in-
vasion, to rekzindile the quenchied fire of art and science, and ta carry
everywhere the lighit of faith and learning. Not only d*d Irelanld en-
Iighiten those people, to w'homn science %is hitherto unkno'nvn, but
even, to use the happy expression of lier best historian, "She re-
fiected back on Rome hierself the lighit derived fronu Ramne.'>

For three centuries this glorious epach of peace and joy lasted
-three centuries, which rendercd ehle Ir«lsh n-ation, in lier saints and
scholars, the admiration of flic Christian wvorld. But the e;gltb
century broughlt this to a close, and then begyan a new era, iii which


