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school of eloquence appealed miore powverfu11y and directly to the
national mmid, and heart.

Does not ail this show that as a result of the use for centuries
of twvo larnguaiges, sicle by side as in Ireland, mnany idiomnatic
differences disappear or are, at least, niodified, so that the acqiui-
sition and use of botli languages by the population interested are
hardjy open ta the current objection ilhat a bi-lingual people cari
iîever have a thoroughi and effective knowvledge ofeither language ?
The -%vriters and arators we bave namied in illustration of this view,
let alone the authorities that nighlt be cited in its support, estab-
lishi its soundness. ''That si range tenacity," says Duffy, iii his
essay on "'The Ballad Poety of Ireland, «'af the Celtic race wvhichi
miakes a description of their habits and prapensities when CaSsar
wvas still a proconsul in Gaul, true iii essentials of the Irish people
ta this day, has enableci themn to infuse the ancient and hereditary
spirit of the country inta aIl that is genuine of aur miodemn poetry.
And ez'cn the lezflg7iagL' g7-ezc alzosi Irish. (the italics are ours.)
The sou! of the country stammnering its passionate grief and hatred
iii a stranre tongue, loved stili wo utter theni in its old familiar
idiomis and cadences ; uttering themn, perhaps, wvith more piercing-
earnestness because of the imipedinient ; and winning out of the
very difficulty a grace and a triumiph."

The Gaelic niovement lias not for its abject nor in its tendency
the destruction of atigl;-t that is excellent or %vorzlî prescrving' in
the character of the Irish people :4 homie or abroad. On the con-
trary, their literary, national, .,.nd religlous characteristics cannot
fiail ta bc strentheened by that stirringt* in the heart of the Gaei of
ils best and purest imipulses wvhicli is Uic key-notc of Uic present
miovenlent. Side by side withi such a knowvledge and use of tlie
old tangue as is urged by the leaders af the miovemient, there wvill
s-tili exist as effective knowledge and use af the English language
as is nov tlic ca-,se,-perha-ýps, a better knawledge, for using the
aider languiage iii thiose relations of lufe for wvhich it is so singularly
well -adapted, anid using it as an auxiliary ta the modern, the
national inind in the conimnîd ;iîd use of tic latter will attain an
ilnfettered developnîeiit. Thîis i, not a niere opinion, as witness
aur best wvriters and aur maost effect-ve orzators. For weal or wvoe,


