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to Increase, as I trust it may do, & as I think
!n the immediate future there is every pros-
Pect that it will, I say that even in those cir-
Comstances you must remember that an in-
crease brings with it additional higher prices
tz" Material & higher claims for wages, while
ere is one thing that does not rise, & that is
€ rates. And upon that subject I have
Poken to you upon more than one occasion,
Sul'::I Now address a few words to you on the
th Ject, it is because I think it is the duty of
ofOS‘? Who are responsible for the management
c this great corporation to add their voice of
OMplaint & expostulation to the chorus which
i:s been raised by all of the railway compan-
S on the continent on the other side against
is o nfortunate existing state of things, which
sgvery much owing, if I may venture to say
Tespectfully, to the neglect which the inter-
of the great American railways have
ved at the hands of Congress. Now,
all the great railway companies, we have
N suffering very severely of late from the
Breat Increase of prices—the enormous rise in
i € Prices of all articles & materials required
It 1. € Maintenance & equipment of our lines.
as been calculated that during 1899 the
t of maintaining a first-class railway in its
cesmal condition has been $300 a mile in ex-
ons of what was required during 1898. To
\vi?]cend from generalities to particulars, I
o Mention the case of engines. The mar-
fro Price of eng nes, which 2 years ago was
lhem $“,5oo to $12,000, is to-day $16,000, &
Same causes which produced this increase
in zct the cost of material purchased for use
to L F Own shops. A similar remark applies
steele material for car construction & also for
ort, rails. I must just mention that by good
the & & I may say some little foresight on
e Part of your directors & the management,
live:.vere able to secure contracts for the de-
fa.ilsy of a very large quantity of 8o-lb. steel
exce, 'n anticipation of our future wants, in
th €ss,
thanprevio“s year, but very considerably less
P“rchthe market prices. In the same way we
ased from the Baldwin Locomotive
gi:l‘ks for delivery last Nov., 10 heavy en-
©s for $12,500 each, whereas had we de-
3‘)::‘1 our order we should have }!ad to pay
el,y’°°°.u & we should not have obtained deliv-
ug . Ml Mar., 1900, which would have caused
n € greatest possible inconvenience. We
ain Otalways expect to make such good bar-
Withs as that, nor to be always beforehand
e the market, & I only mention to you
it . Circumstances as indicating the great
th Culties we have to contend with owing to
but 'g‘reat rise in. the prices of all material ;
€ most serious factor against which the
“::gement has to contend is that of inad-
Carg € & especially of fluctuating rates for the
te ;.lge of freight. Prices may not always
a"evim'at their present high level, & some
by thatlon may be obtained in this respect,
In 1 ere Seems no indication of better rates.
in 3 Sir Henry Tyler, in one of his inter-
§ addresses to the proprietary, deplored
lbg ~Ctthat rates had fallen to 30c. per 100
he . OF Brain from Chicago to New York, &
sa'd,t_hat never, except in a time of intense
Win iet““)", bad the G.T. worked at so lowa
I3, fr rate. The rate this winter has been
omer. Brain for export & 15c. for grain for
YOrkStlc consumption from Chicago to New
‘elve; b We are expected to congratulate our-
Put €cause the rate on both classes was to
Thay  Pack to 15c. from the 1st. of this month.
®vep was been done. Yet, there is something
fateg orse than low rates, & that is unstable
at gy the uncertainty of maintaining them
The .. Published tariff, whatever they may be.
abyy, Mestion is constantly and not unreason-
way, 2Sked, «How is it that these great rail-
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“Otyai?rp‘)l‘ations, so rich & so powerful, are
“‘ati € to maintain rates?” & I assure you

Very sd.mq“estion that I have always found it

Wcult to answer. You would have

» No doubt, of the price that we paid in,

thought that with great systems, say, for in-
stance, the Pennsylvania & the great Vander-
bilt interest —these great corporations control-
ling, as they do, many of the lesser lines—you
would have thought that the influence of great,
rich & powerful financiers of New York, &
theirenormous interestin keeping rates steady,
you would have thought that the interests
of the public—and it is calculated that about
one-fifth of the wealth of the U.S. is invested
in railway securities—you would have thought
that all these great interests would have been
powerful enough to insist that rates should be
maintained ; but apparently they have not
been able to do anything of the sort. During
this late car famine, of which I spoke to you
when there was absolutely an insufficiency of
equipment to convey the traffic which was
being forced into our railway stations, you
would have thought that railways would have
been masters of the situation, & that rates
would have risen. Nothing of the sort ; they
remained as low as ever. The only answer
to this vexed problem appears 10 be that the
big shippers are more powerful than all these
things that I have mentioned, & they are
strong enough & wealthy enough & powerful
enough to impose their will upon the railways.
This most disastrous state of things ~because
not only does it affect the railways most in-
juriously, which railways are thus obliged to
earn their money under the yokes of these
people, & I am told that many of these people
have never been known to pay the full tariff
rate—this not only has an effect upon the rail-
ways, but a great public evil is caused —a
great public & great economic evil is caused
—by the action of those people, & by the un-
fortunate weakness of these railway com-
panies in concurring in this state of things ; &
that is that the small shipper, the weak ship-
per, the struggling shipper, is obliterated.
But I will not dwell upon that, because it is,
perhaps, rather outside the purview of our
own particular question ; but I will mention
that the Interstate Commerce Commission,
who were originally appointed rather especial-
ly with a view of controlling & restraining the
railways—they are loud in their denunciation
of the present state of things, & they have
reported to Congress only last year, that the
situation was deplorable, & that the present
law is inadequate to deal withit. You will
remember that the Anti-trust Law of the U.S,
prohibits railways from combining, or, at any
rate, it restricts the courts from enforcing any
contracts made between the companies &, as
has been truly said, all the world may com-
bine against the railways, but the railroads
may not combine for their own protection.
Employes may combine against railroads to
get more wages, but the companies may not
combine to maintain reasonable rates. I
must add one other reference to the weighty
reports of the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion which I just alluded to. They state their
opinion that the ¢ Government must in some
form assume such a measure of control over
railway rates & management as will restrict
excessive competition, & ensure to all ship-
pers, large & small, rich & poor, strong &
weak, the same rights & privileges in every-
thing pertaining to railway service,” &, they
add, ‘‘ every consideration of private justice
& public welfare demands that railway rates
should be reasonable & uniform to all shippers
& equitable between all communities, & until
needful legislation is supplied that demand
must remain unsatisfied.” The remedy pro-
posed by the railways is that pooling shall be
legalized, & also the contracts entered into
among the railways for carrying out such a
system as that should be recognized & enforc-
ed in the courts—in short, what might be
called “legalized co-operation.” All we can
do is to speak loudly in that sense, as all the
other railways are doing on the other side of
the Atlantic, in the hope that our views may
be heard by Congress, & that some legislation

may be carried into effect in the sense I have
just indicated to you.

The working of the Chicago & G.T.R. has
not been very satisfactory for the past !4-year.
There has been a very considerable increase
in the gross receipts, a large increase in the
tonnage of freight; but unfortunately the ex-
penses have also increased in a still larger
ratio, & the consequence is that the deficiency
is increased, I think, by £4,703. On the other
hand, I am happy to say that the Detroit,
Grand Haven & Milwaukee Ry. shows a much
more satisfactory result, & for the first time
since 1891, the }4-year’s working has abso-
lutely been able to show a surplus, a surplus of
£5,088. The Central Vermont, of which so
many deplorable accounts have been related
in this room, I am happy to tell you is working
most satisfactorily. After the reorganization
of that Co., in which we took so large a part,
as you will remember, we always expected
that as soon as the line became disentangled
from the loose, free, & easy management
which had controlled it, we always anticipated
very satisfactory results from putting the line
under better management ; but the results,
under the able management of Mr. FitzHugh,
& under the control of Mr. Hays, have sur-
passed all our expectations; & the conse-
quence has been, as I think it is stated in the
report, that the working for the 8 months end-
ing Dec. 31 shows a very substantial surplus
over the fixed charges. This result is a result
most creditable to our officers, &, as I said
before, it goes beyond what we certainly ever
could have hoped for.

There is one item of expenditure which I
should like to mention to you—it is alluded to
in the report—& which, I think, will have your
approval. The people of this country, & not
least of all, the shareholders of the G.T.R.
whose fortunes & interests are so clearly
identified with those of the Dominion of Can-
ada, have applauded & admired the noble &
patriotic attitude of Canada in these recent
times. And when the other day a patriotic
fund was formed in Canada for the relief & for
the advantage of the gallant Canadians who
are fighting the battles of the Empire in South
Africa many thousand miles from their own
country, & for their families during their ab-
sence, we felt that it was our duty—& we
also felt that we should have the cordial ap-
proval of our proprietors if we added our con-
tributions in these prosperous times in which
we are placed to that most excellent fund.
We judged that we should have your approval
& we contributed a sum of $15,000 to this
fund, & I am happy to say that our example
was promptly followed by the C.P.R. Co.

I now come to a matter somewhat more
complex & somewhat more troublesome than
those matters with which [ have already
troubled you. [ must say a few words upon
the position, especially upon the financial
position, of the Chicago & G.T.Ry., & I am
very glad in having the opportunity of giving
some information or explanation to those per-
sons who, I venture to think, are.persons who
are imperfectly acquainted with the real state
of affairs. You must please bear in mind
three things in considering the position of the
Chicago & G.T.Ry. In the first place, that
Co. has a very heavy floating debt which it
has no power to liquidate, no means to liquid-
ate. In the second place, the Chicago &
G.T.Ry. is unable to earn under present con-
ditions even its fixed charges; &, in the third
place, it is absolutely indispensable—if the
Chicago & G.T. is to maintain a position of
any sort in competition with the other railways
out of Chicago—it is absolutely indispensable
that a very large sum, should be spent upon
double-tracking the line, improving the line
& improving its equipment. Those are three
points which [ must beg you to bear in mind
in considering this question. Now, as regards
indebtedness. The Chicago & G.T. at pres-
ent is under indebtedness to the G.T. Co. of



