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In the preface ta bis great book, Princi-
pat Fairbairu says that tht critîcism which
neither ends in construction, nor makes
construction casier bas no scleutific char-
açter, anduna functian. These may flot be
bts exact wrds but thcy express the Idea
accumately enougb for popular purposes.
Pût inr tht concrete forra, the learned
Priilcipat's îheary Is that a critic who dots

ual caustruct anything hlrnstlf, cor help
athers ln construction, i5 P. uselcss kind ai

a biped. Thtenraking ai t'ot discavtry did
not require tht profound iaarutng and
splendid ability ai tht Principal ai Mans-
field College. Somne ai us wba are not
Principals, and neyer will be Principals ai
auyîbing, found thal aut long aga. A criîic
who dots nothiug usefut bimself, and who
never heips any ther persan ta do anything
useful, Is aiten worst than useless. Quite
irequenîly bc is a downright nuisance.

Stitl it mny net be quite correct ta say
Ihat a critic ai that kind has no fonction.
Hiis function may he ta show that be is a
foot. If bc kepl bis mouth shut people
nrlgbt take i for a man ai seuse. Takiug
hlm for a man of sense, îhey migbt assign
saie work ta hlm thai auly a sensible tan
can da. Seriaus rmitakes may bc ahviated
by tht revelation which this kiud ai a crltic
makes ai imsetf. Tht fonction ai shawiug
anescîf a bool rnay not be particuiarly dig-
nified nar iusplrlug, but il may be over-
ruled for gaad.

Tht fonction ai another critic may be ta

show ibat hc is an ass. If bcIe idulged lu
no criticlsra people m9ht take i for a
philosopher. We bave il on good auîhority
that there is no substilule for wisdom, but
that silence cames nearer ht than anyihing
tIse, Ia crlic sald noting, and content-
ed himseli with merely loaking wiser than
even Solomon looked in bis hest days, pea-
pie migbt mistake hint for a second edition
ai Solomon clargtd and greatiy Improved.
But tht man said sometbing iuîended for
criticism, and by so daing classlfied im-
self. Hlis function was ta show the class bc
belongcd toanad he did it.

Tht fuoction ai a third critic may be ta
prove Ibat he is a perambulating vinegar
cask. Bt is ou bad terras with everybody
4nd fiuds fanl itb everytbing. Strictiy
speakiug he dots uat criticise ; hecnierely
suaris.

Samne critics crilicise merety ta show
thatlty are there. lbey risc in tht church
courts, or ai public meetings, or in tht
public papers mainly ta kcep themseîves
in evidence. If ihey dtd nat ketp them-
selves Iu evidence tht human family mlght
lorget ail ahon. îhem. Criiics af that kiud
are comp-irativeiy harmless. As soon as
they bave put themselves firly iu evidence
lhey usually subside.

There is a good deal ai criticism lun the
Ontaria part af tht Preshyttrian Church
jusî now, and tht subjecîs baudled are
Theolagical education, tht raw material
out ai wich a gaod theolagical professor
can bc made and tht finlsbeil praduci gai
rcady for the chair. Wbetîer tht crlîicism
will bc ai any use or flot depeuds cntirely
on the resuit. If il proves constructive and
puis twa good professors mia oKnox Coliege,
il wili bc ai greai vaIne ta the Church. If
il uither consîrucîs, nar helps those wbo
arc constructiug, It may be worse than use-
iess. Tht palicy that puts lth nomination ai

prafessars in tht bauds af Preshyteries is ou
ils trial, and, tmnîh ta say, the outiook is not
specially eucauraging at preseut.

Parliamentisi the place in which you
set usefut and nscess critlcism in fuli play.
Ont intmbtr ises and slashes away at a
bill, finds fault with il an generat principles
but sits down wiibaut suggesting auy ira-
praveracut. Another points out wbat he

considers weak or bad clauses, suggests Ira-
pravemeuts, anrends samne clauses, sitrkes
oui others and thus beips ta construct what
he considers a much better mnensure. Two
or tbree members ai constructive ablihty do
that and the resuit often Is a gond act ai
parliametit.

Tht twa kinds of criticisai, tht useful and
tht mere soari, arc ever prescut la tht
church courts. Tht useful neyer, or very
rareiy, finds fauli without suggesting ira-
pravement, the useless simpiy suaris. We
bave accasionatty heard a man ai good con-
structive ahility point out deiects in a
measure, and candidly canfcss bc couid ual
suggest auything better, but he almast lu-
variably asked ibase around hlm if thcy
cauld not snggest an Improvernent. That,
bowevcr, is a vastly different thing fronm
mere fanit finding for the sake ai finding
inuIt.

Have yau gau nt mIatht criîicism busi-
nessilHaw do you propose ta carry Il ani
Do you men tawark at it in a way that
will lead ta tht construction ai samething
useful, or help athers wba are trylng 10 do
samnethiog useini, or do yau menta do
natbing mare than surli
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Even when he gatsta war Mr. Mackay
bears himsii witb truc Highland caurtesy,
but I hope indecd it Is ual war at al.

Let mie ai tht autset set uryseéf right
wth Mr. Mackay ou two personal tmatters.
First.-hf Mr. Mackay reads again ray wards
upon tht point ta wbich he reiems, he wil
sec that they caunoua fairly be made ta
carry tht charge afI" insincerity " wbich lie
finds ln îhem, îbough he Is kind enaugh ta
relleve nie oaIl"intention " lu tht charge. My
words si mpiy state a certain îendency ai
mind ln Mr. Mackay which makes fit easy
for bia tu ailau m tht errar ai accpiing a
private letter of tht convener ai tht Home
Mission Cammitîce for a decision ai thai
caurmitte. "Iusiuceity " cannai lu my
mind be associaled wiîh tht name ai Mr.
Mackay.

And second.-Mr. Mackay should noat
bave used the expression Ilaniagonizing
the Church's efforts taohey the Lrds corn-
mand " iu discussing tht question we have
in band. That is a serions charge ta rnake;
sa seriaus that one wanders if Mr. Mackay
realizes ils full nature. If Mr. Mackay says
"lI do ual appiy these words ta Mr. Gardon
in particular," the auswar la "What place
have îhey ihen in Ibis tetter ?"for 1 iaucy
Highland caurage farhlds that Mr. Mac-
kay should strike at another over my back.
Perhaps 1 shouid ual have uaîiced the
charge, serions thaught il is, and mbbed
in îhaugh il is by a littie homily, wert il nat
that it bears upon a malter ai far more im-
partance than îhaî I should bave some hurt,
more or less, donetot my feelingsi which,
alter ail, is a malter ai comparatively small
marnent I judge ta you Mr. Editor or ta
your renders- And tht malter ai importance
is ibis, that when men set fortht methods ai
work thty must expecl and must allow fuît
and fret criîicism ai these meîhads. There
arc who cannaI distiuguish betincen a wark
and a metbod ai doing that work, but Mr.
Mackay is nc' ont ai these, and ie amnsI
aliow me ta dscuss in the frees marinuer bis
methods or those even af the Fortigu Mis-
sion Committet, withaut lpuRfiug My
loyaiîy ta tht cause ai Foreign Missions, ta
tht Church, ar ta aur Lord. Auyîhing tise
is buth hapelcss and intoltrable. Full dis-
cussion of methods is essentiai tuothe develap
ment ai a wise and liherai policy, and pro-
fitable dicussion is passible only beîweeu
mea who have confidcnce in each ather's
purity ai motive and layaity to tht wark in
question.

Naw 1 wanîta set dawa some reasons
why I do ual like ibis new meîhad ai work
proposed by the Foreign Missian Catit

milite. For it turns out that the circular
bas the aulbarity of the Foreign Mission
Committee and Mr. Mackay wiIl allow that
I provided for a possibility of mistakeo upon
tbis point. Naw ibis Is somewhat awkward
for me, for a committec Is not a man, but Is
a thing of incanvenient and pcrplexlng lma.
personality with which It is di fricult ta dcal.
I shall avold the Foreign Mission Cammittet
and devote myseli ta the circuler, by which
they evidence their reaiity and palpablllty,
and shail venture humbly ta snggest certain
reasons why tht schemt should uot be
pushed.

1. Theschcrne should have heen presentcd
îo the Churciatbrough the Gtntral Assemb-
ly. We do ouatInsist upan aur grctat coait-
toes laying the details af their plans be-
fore tbem, we confide these detals ta
them'. with the aimosi confidence . But
this scheme 13 ton far.reaching in its
effects upon our Church lufe atits most vital
spot, vit, In the Yaung peopie, ta bc intra-
duced without tht very fullest consîderatian
by the Churcb. Then, ton, la its aperation,
this scheme will came lota iouch with other
important departmeuts of work, and hence
shouid be the resuit af tht deliberaiions, not
ai a single commttee, but af tht Church as
a whoie, and finally the scheme Involves a
new principle not vet nppraved as in full
causonance wth Presbyterlan polity. This
aints ai doing tht work ai the Church hy
what bas heen calied "the fractional
methad." Insteadoaiadvanciog hy congre-
gations il is praposed ta advance by sections
ai congregations, by societies. It may bt a
goad plan ptrsonally 1 do ual think sa) but
tht point I mare here is that god or had,
it bas nat heen adopted by aut Church.
But same ont wili say " Whaî ai tht
W.F.M.S. ?" Tht principle invalved in
tht W.F.M.S. isnoalthtsarne. It is not
the asstgning a particular fraction ai îerritory
ta a fraction ai tht Church, for a fraction ai
time, and hesides there is a natural and
special proprlety in ailowîng tht women ai
our Church ta show their devotian ta Hira

Iwha discovered tht warld's women and
children " hy assuming tht care ai ail the
beathen wamen and children found wlîhin
tht aphere of aut Church's influence. And
were It not for ihis very speclal prapritty il
mlght bc difficuit ta find a raison detre for
tht W.F.M.S. at ail. Hence, because it
seriausly effects tht Young lUe af Our Church,
because it must carne iota touch wth other
Important schemes, and because it invoives
a principle nat yet appraved by tht Church,
for these threc reasans tht scherne shauld
have been presented ta tht Church upan
the floor ai tht Assenibly.

IL. Tht schemt is ai douhîfül valut
etber ta tht cause af Foreign Missions, or
ta tht Young Peoplts Societîts.

Lîke Caivinisrn ibis circular bas lis
"Five Points,"' but unlake tht Calvinistic

points ihey wIlli fot bear exanrination.
(i). IlTht spirit ai union betweensocieties."

1 have arready shown that, though thls bas
a pleasant sound, il has na practical valut.
Wbat union would Ibis scheme effect bc-
tween the societits, say, ai Paris and Port-
age la Prairie. Besldts Iis effort at union
is along quite irong Uints and tht very ai-
tmpi canstitutes ont ai tht dangers Mr.
Mackay 6inds imaginary. There is a very
stroog tendency ln this age ta rndividuaiism
and ta the causequtut toosening ai cangrega-
tianai bonds. Ta do aur bcst work as a
Church we must work as ane body, but tht
first essential is that cach cangregatian he
a unit, an arganism wth ont spirit and ant
atmn Ta this end aur Yaung people must be
traiued ta absolute ioyalty ta tht congrega-
tian. It is aut conviction that, as a muie,
loyalîy ta aur master finds best expression
in trie ilt and work ai tht congregation.
The unifying element among cangregatians
is the Church, outa y society in tht Church,
and the sîrongest bonds the Yaung people
should bc irained ta recagnize are thase
reaching dawn ta thern front, the Cburch,
ibrough tht coigregation. The Christian
Endeavor mavemeut with ils splendid spirit-
ual dynamnic, and its warni giow ai feeling,

bas a sprciaily strang cahesive tendency,
and s0 mark-il Is tbis tendcncy, that, ut ai.1
mast every convention, tht ulmast stress is
lalid upan the spirit ai tht motta "IlF-or
Christ and tht Clîurch," lest unity amangst
tht societies should bc nt tht expense ai un.1
ity betwveerî societies and tht Ir respective
cangregations. This union among sacieties
for a speciflc work is au cxtremely doubtful
business.

(2). IlTht confining ai Ohurch funds ta
approved schemes." The plan praposed by
tht cammittet for attaining this moat
warthy ends can only be successfui if ail the
fund af the YP. Sacieties are devotel ta
Honu which is not propisedl by tht coin
miulet, i~r hat Is ta prevent (unds net Sc
devated froin dribblug aff ta extra-denoni.
national schemes.

(3) I"Carrespondence iith rissianaries
secuted." li Is Inderd most necessaïy ihat
aur youug peaple and ail ather people
shouid receive full and accurate information
in regard ta aur fareigu mission work, but
ara ont will Say that ibis schtme 4 15i ntede
ta accamplisb this.

(4). "Concentration ai study upon ont
field for ane year." This 15 partlcuiariy bail.
1 cauld flot ltaru ail there is ta know about
Honan even In a year's study ; but with
India ta know about, and Airica, and the
Ncglected Continent, and ail tht ather sad
dark spots ai eartb, 1 can nat afiard ta con-
centrale study upon Honan for ont Vear.

(5). IlUnited prayer." 1 can't understand
tht view ai prayer underlVing ihis proposal.
Are we asktd ta concentrait prayer upan a
certain field for a year? Men cannaI pray
ta arder like ibat. Prayer is a movemeut ai
life and like ail lufe movemeats is spontan.
tous. IlYou can't stop praying," as a very
wise man aptiy put Ir, "a n tht 31st ai De.
cember'

Tht scheme wIll nat do for Foreign
Missions what tht Committet hopes it wil
do, aud it will do a lot ai îhiugs thai the
Committet would rather il wouldn't.

111. Tht scheme was intraduced t-, mcm-
bers af cangregations lu an unconstitutianai
manuer. A circular proposing a new and
comprehieosive scheme ai wark an the part
af tht Young pecople is sent Ia a lady Who
happens ta bt tht secretary ai tht Christian
Endeavor Society. Wth tht circular camtes a
etîter urging by straug argume.nts prompt
and favorabe action, but without any man-
uer ai consideration for tht Kirk Session, or
reicreuce 10 ils opinion much iess lis author-
ity. Naw if the lady happens ta be judi.
clous, as ls likely, and tht young people
patient ta awaiî tht opinion ai tht Session,
which is possible, and tht Session with tht
minister ai lis bead chances ta be composedl
af "ldouce buddies " that don't mi nd hav-
iug their business dontfi~r thera by au out-
side atharity, which is, ta say tht least,
doubtful, then in sucb a conthination ai pro.
babilitits ihere may bc no trouble. But 1
question tht righî ai auy committeetot ap.
proach members ai a cangregatian with au'
impartant proposition witbaut firrt îaking
the Session lotoils confidence. Now wbaî
1 have written in ibis letter is in tht intrests,
firs:, ai Foreign Mission wark, which 1 hc.
lheve will hc 1njRxrcd hy tht adoption ai the
scheme praposed by the circular, aud,
stcaudly, in tht lnlerests ai a better under-
standing ai the relations that tht variaus de-
partmenîs ai aut Ohurch wotk hold tu each
c.lher and ta tht lite ai the Cburch as a
wble. I may bave "lHome Mission cyes,ý
but just for tht present I arn resolutely care-
'ni ta regard ibis maiter nat fram a Home
Mission point ai vlew. For auy sake let us
be dont witb ibis îaik oaIl"antaganismn" bc.
lween departmenits ai wu k which cannai
exitl apart front, acb other, and of wbicb
ont canno ai l without disaster ta tht other.
Wc are clear about that point. Then il we.
find men rcprcsentiug these deparîments in*
anîagonism ta each other, cubher thtst men
are wroug, or îbey are tht vicîims ai wrong
in tht systent under which thty work. Whtc
we art canvinced that the mea are right
mcn, as Is my conviction with regard ta Mr.,
Mackay, wt are drIven ta tht conclusion
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