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PRINCIPAL GRANT AN!) PURITI' 0F WORSHIP.

MR. EDITOR,-The men %vio vvhinedalhi'it contemptihle
particulars were uini the men ai aamlaenre. They but con-
vulscd the Church watb latte matters, suclia: nsvihetlhen at was

àpraper ta sit or stand dunang pravens, and %vhether an rgatu
should bce uscd ta assist in %vorship.

Sn spoke the Rev. P'rincipal Grant, tiie Moderator ai the
Geucral Asscmbly, ai the recent convocation ai Knox College.
Dacs lie believe that Gad bas appointed the acceptable v'ay ai
worsbipping hiniselfi? Does lac believe ihat Christ is the
head ai bis ovin bouse and bas the sole right ai ardcning its
service and evcnyihing about it as He pleases? Does blie -
lieve in divine institution necessary ta acceptable %vonshipi
1 kuovi lie bas subscribed ta the iallnwving coutaiued in
Chapter XXI. Confession ai Faith, unncly ."I The accept-
able way ai warshipping flic truc God is instituied liy Hum-
self, and sa limited by His %vin revcaled wilI ibat le miay
nai be %vorshipped according ta the imaginations and devices
af men, or the suggestions ai Satan; tander iny visible rcp-
resentatian, or any viay ual prescribed in the I-nly Scrip-
turc." If this is truc, and 1 believe it ta be iounded upon i-d
agrecable ta the word ai Gad, can there bc any Ilacciden-
tais Il in the mode or manner -i I-is worship wutb vihicli vie
t-day play fast and loase ai aur plensure ? Are vie kift ta
aur ovin judgment, taste or ta niere expediencv as to havi
vie are ta worship the great God and ouly truc object oi %vir,
slip? Arc there nny coutenîptibie particulars inmiro con
nected wiiîh sa solemn a matter ? WVas il n Il cauteîîîptitlc
panticular" for the tva sons ai Aaron, Nadali and Abhu,
ta put inta their censens other than the fire pnescribed, mon
which ihey vicre devoured liV fire frain the Lord ? WVas it a

* coutemptibie particulin that L'zzah, sviîi even a good inten-
tion, laid bis hand upan ithe Ark, for whicb lie vvas struck dead
on the spot. W~as il a sinaîl niatter, au accidentai, a con-
temptible panticular, that Cain, consulîing bis ovin jtadgmnenl,
taste or mere e-pedieaîcy, lirnuglit ai the fruit ai the gnound
iustead afithat vihicla vas appninted, ion wvhich bath himiseii
and bis atTening vitre rcjected ? \Vas the eaîing ai a littie
iorbîddeu inuit anc ai the "laccidentals,"1 a Il coutemuptihle
panticular" I on which aur tirsi parents vicre dniven maoi the
Garden ai Eden anncm whichb lrought surli dine resuits upon
theinselves and their descendants, exposing thein ta ail the
miseries ai ibis lufe, ta death itself and the pains ai bell for
ever ? There anc no ltile maltors, mach less contemptibie
pantaculars in or about the public vianship, af Cod "lThene
is nothing," says the ceiebmated Thoas Brooks, Ilin ail the
Scripîure thai Cod stands mare upon than puriîy ai religion,
than purity ai vionship, than purity ni ondinauces, iin opposi-
taon ta ail mixtures and corruptions whaîsoevcr. 0 sirs ' the
greal God stands upon noîhing more iu ail thc world than opon

* puîty ai warship. There is uothing that doîh sa provoke
and exaspenate God -igainsî I-is people than mnixtures in I-is
viorsbip and service ; and no viander'1 fan mixtures ini His
îvarsbip are exactly cross ta His commands, and pollutions in
viarship do sadly refleci upon the naine af God, the honnun
ai Gad . and tbercione His heari riscs against îhem De-
filemeuts in warship do sorely refleci upan the viisdom ai
Christ, and the iaitbiulness ai Christ ; as if He vins ual
faithial euough, nair wisje enougli, non prudent enoogli, non
uuderstanding enoiagb ta orden, direct and guide His people
au the maîters ai His viorship, but muast lie bebolden ta the
wasdom, prudence and cane ai man, ai vain man, ai sinful
mati, ai vile and uuwanrthy nan, ta compiete, perfect nnd make
up something tînt vins viantng in His viarship and service.
And vihai does the moral havi require and forid ' Daes itni require the " receiving, aliscrving and keepang pure and
entire ail sudh rehigiaus worship and ordinnces ns God bath
însîiîuted in His Word ? Does it ual forbid ail devising,
counselliug, commanding, using and auy vise npproving any

* religiaus worship ual insîituted by God Himseii' "Langer
Catechisîn, questions îo8 and ic09.) This is the kind ai %via-
slip, divinely prescnibed varship, for vhich John Knox and
aur coveuanted iare'nthers an Scotîand and Inelaud conîended
and suffered. This is the kiud ai varship on accaunt ai vibich
2,000c ministers in England in anc day williugly left their homes
and livings and suffered onîahd hardships rather than coulonni
ta thnt vhich vas novibere prescnibed in Holy Scripturc. WVas
it anc ai thase Il litte matiers," a mere "'accidenta!," n Ilcon-
teruptibie particular" an account ai wbich they convulsed
the Cfiurch ? Is it a little matter"I now that Presbyenian
and ailier ministers oi Protestant chanches are bcîaking
tleinselves ta vînt the Aposîle Paul caîls " thc bcggnnly
ciemeuts ai the vonhd," and recagnizing and îeaching their
congregatians ta recognize and respect the paganîy derived
nd humxanly appainted festivals ai the Cbarch ai Raine? Iu
niy humble judgment ticre are no " accidentaIs," no "lhitîle

mratters," much less Ilcontemuptible pantaculars,'* ia theI divinely-nppoiutcd mode ai varsiip, the anly viarship, that is
acceptable ta Gad. Il vain du ye wonship Me, tendhîug
for doctrines the camindmeuis af men." " Whei ye came
liciore Me who bath required ibis aiyour hands?" "Where-

1 fore if ye be dead yulh Christ tramn the rudiments ai the
world, viby ns ibough living in the viorid, are ye sulijeci t,)
ardînauces aller thc commandanents and doctrines af men
which îhaugs have îudeed n show ai viasdomn in wll-worshap,
and humility, and neghectiug ai the body ; liai in any hanour

ta tle satisfiig ai the flesb." Coh. ii. 2o. Ta speak ai the
men who stand up for panity ai worship and îalk ai.,' acci-
dentais." "cantemplable particulars," and ai ' uitile maîters
in the viorship ai thc great and only truc God wba is jeai-
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ous of His own honour, and af the nasal twang af sarine pre-
centor ha baid in bis mind as the Moderator ai the Assembly
did on the occasion referred ta, was neto nly unbecoming ai
ham and the position hea ccupies, but in my humble opinion
it was foolish and profane. 1 would presumne to give hum a
hint, narnely, that the Convocation Hall af Knox College is
one of the worst places in whichi any persan coulci ventilate
his broad churchism. A. WVILSON.

Aia 9, 1890.

THE (Y)EASTERN QUESTION.

Y easi " is the titie oi a tract by Pastar Joshua Denovan,
.as ou r ogd brother, the writer thereol, prefers taelie called.
Ilis Il theme Il is Matt. xi". 33. Il The kingdom of heaven
s like tinte leaven whch a waman taok and hid in three
inensures oi ineal tili tire wholc as leavened."

The pictare presented ta thc mind in this parable is sîiply
iliat oi a woinan putting saine leaven inta saine ment. At
once the leaven begins ta wark an the ment, and by-and-by the
whole of the ment s affected by ts action. WVhat in t chiely
engages aur attention s the power ai the leaven, as 1 h'ive
just described. We thank ai the woman simply as the cause
ai the leaven enterang nto the meal. It could nnî do saofa
itself. In a picture thc chief abject musit tke the eye most.
In the ane on whach we are nome louking wbat takes out eyc
mast i5 nat a woman puttîng leaven ato meal, but the leaven
subduang ta itseli the ment ato which t has been put , SULh
was the intention af the I Great MNaster " who painted s.

Mr. Denovan very raghtly says that " the kangdom ai
heaven ou cartb s what the Divine Artist naw pictures in
parable." IlWhite Messiah's kingdom is given Hum by God
the Father, white His royal authority emanates iram hea
yen, His kingdom is locatcd upon earth.' In the close ai
the paragrapb devated ta this subjec.t the writer says . "And
now saith He ýChrast) . Knos ibis, 1%v disciples, ane re
markablc phase an the bstary ai My kingdam on earth wvill
very Jlosely resciible the a.-t ai a %vuman putting leaveti into
tbree nacasures oi meal witlb this resuit the %vhole was
leavened.-'

àetting the parabie before us in a way ta cause us ta look
mainly at the leaven %vorking on the nacal, and, ai lcngth
0Lompletely over..amîîag t, is ta naake the parable ilmajestic in
its avilisiuiplic.ty."

Mr. Denoian iakes a very great deai mare ai the vioman
who figures tin tbe pe.tiUe than 1. for one, do. 1 say that slie
represents jubt a wonian, " and nothing more." He asks
-Who s shei What mighty force au ihe kingdom ai hea

yen does she llustrate? " He answers .*I"Net jesus Christ
out Lard, for He s neyer spuken ai under this symbal.» In
the Old Testament He compares Himself ta a mother com-
iurtang her child, and an the Nev ta a mother hiera. Why,
then, may He nai represeni Himnself under the figure af a
woman here ? But let that pass. IMr. Denavan immediately
adds . "lBut the Churtb ireqaentiy is êspoken ai under the
figure ai a woman)." lu proof ai this be refers ta Psal.ai
xlv., the Song of Soloinon, thc language of John the Baptist,
,He that bath the Bride s thae bridegroom , " Paul's using in

the Epistle ta the Ephesians, marriage as a figure ai the re-
lation ai Christ and His Cburcb, and the title, 11tb! Bride,
the Lamb's wie," given ta the Cburch in the Book af the
Revelataun. Then he sums ail up as follav il"AIl this is sa
gcnetally, mnay 1 not say universally, adaittedl by Bible stu-
dents , argument ini proof is unneccssary, the waman ai this
parable is the Church."

Mr. Denavan reasans bere to the following eflect "lu I
SLrpture a woman is aten the figure ai the Church. The
persan bpoken ofi n this parable is a waman. Therefore she
represents the ChurI.h." I am sarry that 1 cannot say ta aur
gond brother . " Thau reasanesiviel." Accordiug ta his rea-
soning the wamaas who last a piece ai silver is the Church.
Sa also s the widow wha appiied for justi:c teana unjust
judge. But what are we te make out ai the ivia wamcn
grinding ai a mil, of whom Christ speaks ? Daes eacb anc
represent the Churcb ? And wbat are we ta make oui af the
five wise virgins and the five foolish ones ? Daes eacb anc
represent the Church ?

Mr. Denovan, as we have already seen, says quite cor-
correctly that the kingdom ai heaven in the parable is the
icaugdona of heaven on earîh. In other wards, the Churc.b on
earth. Our Lord says that this kingdom, His Churcb an
earth, s lîke leaven, that is, leaven is a figure of t. To state
ibis an plainer language s an impossibalriy. The vioman and
the leaven are, ai course, ivia pcrfectiy distinct things. But
Mr. Denovan, as we have also seen, says that the woman is
the Churcb. Then bath the womnan who haudled the lea-
yen and the leaven wbiçh she haradied represent the Church.
bhe did a feat not less wondcnfui iban that ai a man carrying
hamseh ann bas arins, or on bas back, or lifting bimseif up by
the cliar ai bas coat.

Mr. Denovan, by spiritualizing the waman and other
parts af the parabie whit-h we shall by and by cansider, de-
sîroys the 'lmajestic simplicitv " ai thc picture, and Ilciags
it with cumbrous arnaments." There is no importance in aur
Lord here speaking ai a waman instead ai a man. la Jewisb
cties there viere men bakers, as there are among us. We read
af tic bakers' street an Jerusalein. But in country places bak-
ing was donc by women. Iu nnaio these aur Lard spake
this parable. How natural then it was for .Him ta represent a
waman daing the act described.

liera I must pause for the present. 7. F
Elder's àlills. Opii

CONFIRMA TION 0F TUIE GOSPELS BI'
-7OSEJ>HUS.

Nothing is more consoliiry ta Christians thaï, evidence
that will confarin the trutbs ai the hnly Gospels ni the four
evangelists taken tram auside historical saurces-which are
supposed ta be adverse ta the early Christian Cburch.

Nowv Josephus, the great historian ai the antaquities ai the
Jevis, is generally looked upon as a trnstvirthy bistorian ai
the age ai Christ and Has aýrts-of a period exteuding
main the age ai Julius Cesar ta thec Emperor Nero espcciallv
- 50 far as relates ta ludea and Rame and itie diffaclties oI
the Jevis with the Roman gaveruars. Mlany incidents spoken
afian the Acts ai the Apostles are alluded ta and confirmcd
by lias yards. We find havi Cyrenius a Roman Senator, and
anc wha had gane througb other offices and become a con-
sul (the higbesî office belavi the Emiperor) and a man ai
great menit, was sent inta Syria witb a icw others ta Ievy
tribute or taxes an the Jevis by Auguistus, Emperor ai Ramne,
judea being considcred a pr<tvince af Syria.

lu the sucoud chapter ai St. Luke's Gospel we fii-d tliese
yards, verse anc. IlAnd t canie tr, pass in thase days that
there wcnt out adecnce fram Cl-e.ar Augustus that ail the %wnld
shauld bic taxed." 2. And this " taxing was flrst msade wvhen
Cyrenaus vins Govennor if Syria. .. ' And ail the Jevis
%vent ta bic td.xed, cveny ane antu lais ovin .y. 4. IlA.1d jos-
eph alsa vient op romn Galtletý, out ofithe City of Nazarethi jta
Judea, ato the City ai D.Ivad, whi,.h il, calied Bethlehem,
(because he %vas oaubeehouse and lincage ai I.)avid)." 5. -'Ta
bic taxed witb Mary, bas espoused vufe, betng greal viîîh child."
And while ihere Christ was born.

Josephus aîso spcaks particularly afi lanimas Pilate and
Caiaphas and Aunas. the bîgh priests. Luke says, chapten
ini., thatina the days ai ihese bîgh prîests of ilontaus Ilaîate and
af H-enori and Philop, Govenuar oaiitunia, John thie laptast
camne ntaJudea and about Jordan preacbaug où liaptasin ni
nepentance. Jo-eplius, V~ol. 111. p. 284, speaks of John tbe
Baptist as bavîng been put ta deaîb by H-erud, Il îhough be
was a good ritan and tommanded the jevs ta exercase vir-
tue bath as ta justice towards one another and pîcîy tavards
God, and so ta came ta baptsin-for baptasin vould bc ai -
ceptablo ta God."

IlNov, mauy floLked ta bin for tbey were grcatly navcd
by hearang ai bis yards." Herod, Josephus says, fcaring bis
ppuilar paver, put hum lun prison and afterwards put ham ta
dcath. This narrative confirms the aposles account. Luke,
iu bas Gospel, tbapter vii., verse 29, it vai lieb remembered bas
beang put ta dcatb vas -dused, the apostie says, by the auger
ai Hcrod's wiue, IlAnd ail the people that heard bin tJohn) and
the publiaas,justtfied God, bcing baptàLcd vith the baptism
ai John." Luke voi. 29 , St. Mark vi. a i-28 gives an ai.-
count ai boy Herod kiiied John the Baptisi the great influ-
ence be had and havi great and gond a man he was. Mark
alsa speaks ai Herodias, the vife ai Herod, whom he bad
unlaviiully married -wicb llegal act is spoken ai by Jase-
phus, Herod beiug ai the time married ta another. Nov
saine infidels ba>,e gone sa fat as ta assent that no sucb per-
san as Jesus Christ ever cxisted. Josephus confirrins tbe fmci ai
Christsexistence. At p. 247', Vol. III., he speaks aiJesus in this
wis-"Naw about ibis timelived Jesus,a wise man, if indecd
iînay be iawiu tacatlihm a man, 'etL. This assertion is said
ta have been inserted by saine anc in he work ai Josephos.
We flrad îî there ncverthcless. But in anather part ai Vol.
111. p. 4a5, vie flud these würds ai Josephus -."Ilu the high
priesthood ai Aunas he assembied the sanhiedrim ai judges,
nnd braugbt befare them the brother ai Jesus, whose naine
vins james, and saine others, and deliveied ihein ta bce
sîoned." This sentence vias oppascd ai thr. lime by influcu
tial Jevis, ar'd it is not said it vas canied oat. We flnd also
au Josephus th-- naines ai Agrippa, Festus and othens, par.
tia.ularly described in the gospels and by Paul. lesus Christ
bears valness ta the great gaoduess ai John the Bàptist, and
John speaks ai Christ as anfinitely grenier than he. It would
bce very anierestiug for ibose who wish ta lbe zouflmmed in
the mauth ai many incidents spaken ai by the evatagelisis in
the four gospels, ta read ihrough Val. Ill. af Josephus, where
Herad, Pontius Pilate, Agrippa and Caiaphas are spoken ai.
He vias evidenîiy a ver> jusi man, and although nat a Chris-
tian, yet auxiaus ta speak, as lie does in ail bis bistary, fariy
af ai men heathens and Jews. He gives a very particular
account ai the terrible wckedncss ai tbe Ram:tns, their .ru-
eiîy toviards thc e vis and eacb aîlier. The preseut wcrld
bas no naiicn (not even thz Russians or Chinese) sa selfish,
lustial, vile and tyrannical as the Romans viene in the trnes
ai whic.h Josephus virale, covering a period ai about a cen-
tury, util Titus, int he mosi barbaroas îvay, desîroyed the
city ai Jerusaicin and the nation. But viilsi this is said ai
the Romans, not much can lie sad in favour ai tbe great
body ai the Jevis hemseives. Wheu we therciare compare
the pure Gospel ai tbe Lard Jesus -as given ta the aposties
-and their pure lives and doctrines, vie marvel that sucli
puity arase fain such siuks ai iniquiiy as the heathen na-
tians-the Romans, or even the great body ai the Jeîvs. We
are iorced then ta came sa the conclusion thai John the
Baptisi (and much more the Lard Jesus Christ) werc en-
dowed iram God wtb their doctrines, and that God in His
Mercy ta mcli cammeaced a nevi dis pensatian in thc worid.
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