
tHE CANADA PRESBYTER!AN.

Itif.-~he cann,,t know that the Being whose existence
b. rejtcts does flot exist. But he must know that he
dfes flot exist, cisc he deserves equal contempt and
Compassion for the îemerity with which he firmly
410yOs his rej ection and acts accordingiy. And yet a
flan of ordinary age and intelligence may present
hitniscf te you with the avowai of being thus distin-
guis'hedj frotn the crowd ; and if he would describe the
ralnner in wbicb he has attained this eminence, yeu
IvOuld feel a melancboly interest in contemplating
that process cf which the resuit is se prodigious."
YeS, and when the dlaims are so enormous and the
actuai facuîîy and attainment se distressingly smali
as in very rnany cases they are, the comparison, no
deubt, may continue, but the contempt comes to be
by far the principal factor in the complex feeling that
is awakned by the sight of one whose presumption

80 m0Iagnificent, and whose actual performance in
tle World eitber cf thought or argument is so painfuiiy
lad so, suggestively insignificant.

REV. DR. RYERSON.

AS already announced in tbese columns, theRev.

thanorning cf Sabbatb the i9th February, and was
buried on the Wednesday foilowing amid the tears cf
I"lny, and with the respect as well as regret cf ail.
The L'cal Legisiature adj oumned te attend the funcral,
*hie very many cf ail classes joined to pay the last
tribute cf respect te one who was in many respects a
Yrery remarkable man. 0f course the dlaims put for-
Ward on bis behaif by a gond many cf his more
Oftusiastic admirers are absurdiy exaggerated. He
'*a$flOt a man cf genius, but bis abilities were great
and his administrative faculty was especially re-
flarkabîe. H-e may be said te have made aur Ontario
Educational system, and in that he bas bis chief and
flOst cnduring monument. E-e was avigerous writer,
lad Cxcelied particularly on controversiai and political
flatters. In bis younger years be was inciined oc-
C2lsi0nally te be vebement even te cearseness in his
CeXpressions, and denunciatery even te the point cf
b)eicg vituperative. Indeed, even after be was con-
Sidrably advanced in life, he had a cepieus vocabulary
Of Vry condemnaîory adj 'ctives, and could handle bis
0Pponents, whether pelitical or religieus, without
Kieve 5, and in a very trenchant style. He was adevo-
tedlY loyal Canadian, an enthusiastic Metbodist, an en-
lightened friend and premoter cf education, and,
before ail and abeve ail, a humble foliewer cf the
Lord Jesus Christ. He bas been gathered te bis
falthers like a sbock cf grain fully ripe, and leaves a
1lIne and a history which bis ceuntrymen cf ceming
glenerations wiil aiways think cf witb respect, and
14Oeition witb bonour and affection.

THE SUPPRESSION 0F VICEZ

RANTHONY COMSTOCK is weil knewn as
the secretary anid seul cf the New York Se-

dlety for the Suppression cf Vtce. He bas devoted
the last ten years cf bis lite te tbis work, and is every
twcilvc months achieving greater success in bis chosen
*alk According to the Tentb Report of the Society,
1881 bas been by far thc mofit successfui year since
the Society was started. During that time it bas
Illanaiged te break up many iottery and gambling

deris, and has secured the conviction and punishment
Of a large number of those who for years have been
becorning rich by the mcst nefaricus proceedings. The
garlabler and lottery dealer are net altogether put
Clownirn New Yerk, but tbey bave been forced te skulk,
ltead cf pursuing their work cstentatiously and in

the sigbt of ail.
Tbe most formidable evii which the Society bas te

COrtcnd with is the pernicieus literature se wideiy
Circuiated among the young, and the frigbtfully dis-
gu1stin-g and immoral details wbich are frequently

matic gambling is beirtg largely carried on in every
city and town of the Dominion, te the ruin cf many,
and te tbe irjury cf aIl se engaged. The people cf
Tarento are at present very rigbteously indignant at
tbe manner in which bouses cf bad fame, in the cem-
mon sense cf that phrase, are ailowed te flourisb un-
molested. But it is te be feared they are net suffi-
cientiy alive te the extent and intcnsity cf tbe kindred
evil of gambling. We suspect there are compara-
tively few saloons and taverns wbere this is net car-
ried on te a greater or less extent. But indeed the
yeung do net need te go te taverfis to gratify their
love for hazard and bigb stakes, wben at every turfi
tbere is gambling in stocks and lots carried on witb
ostentatieus frartkness, as if the whole proceeding
were as innocent and honourabie as taking one's food.

It would be difficult te say bow many young men
and old bave been tempted into the ways cf dishonour
and disbonesty by dabbiing in margins, and tbus bast-
ing te be rich, wbile the fever in land speculation is se
notorieus and se generai that comparativciy few have
been able te resist ils influence, and successfully te
withstand ils fascinati ng delusiveness.

In ail that speculation tb8re is ne increase cf wealtb.
It is simply and oniy and cstentaîiously a mere
sbuffling of the cards, and those wbe are holding the
stakes, or engaging in the pastime, have little reason
te cry eut against the three-card-monte men, or the
unprincipied manipulators cf the three thimbies and
the pea.

THE LITE DR. BLACK, OF KILDONAN.

The Rev. John Black, D.D., wbe died at the manse,
Kildenan, Manitoba, on the i ith cf February, was
the pioncer Presbytcrian minister cf the North-West.
He was born in Dumfries, Scotland, in 1818. While
he was very young the famiiy emigrated to the United
States, whence be and bis brother James, ncw minis-
ter cf Caiedonia, removed te Canada. They botb
studied for the ministry at Knox Cellege, Toronto.
0f the twe brothers, John, the subject cf this sketch,
was the cîder. Fer a short time after ieaving college
be was employed in mission work in the Province et
Quebec, and it was whiie he was se engagcd that the
cail from Assiniboia reached bim. This calbe
accepîed, and setting eut witbout delay on what was
then a tedious j aurney, reacbed the old Red River
Settlement on tbe i9tb cf September, 1851, in a bircb
bark canoe.

Fer forty years the isolated settiers bad becn send-
ing applications te Sccîland for a Presbytcrian minis-
ter, but witbout succcss. They temporarilly availed
tbemselves cf the ministrations cf the Churcb cf
England, but neyer relaxed tbeir effarts te obtain a
minister cf their ewn. It was net, however, until
their case was given into the hands cf the Canadian
Cburcb, and the energy cf Dr. Burns was brought te
bear upon il, that their iong-cberisbcd desire was
acccmpiished.

From a very full obituary notice in the Winnipeg
"Times," evidcntly written by one wbe was well

acquainted witb Dr. Black and bis work, we extract
the fciiowing paragraph :

"«The new pastor proved ne trifler. He was ready and
willing te do bis share, and more than bis share, ef the work
that had to be done. Soon atter entering on bis duties, il is
said of him: 'Q ir indefatigabie and gifced minister, Rev.
Mr. Black, in addition te bis usual cltricai duties at both
sations, teaches a F-r,-inch and Latin class.' That was the
cbaracteristic of the man tlîroughuut bis wbole career-
readiness te do work wherever it was required, in bis parish
or out of it ; unhesitaing compliance with wbatever he be.
lived te be the dictates of duty, bowever much that coni.
pliance migbt lead hini te put forth effarts which, had be
consulted bis ease, he migbt have avoided. For the greater
part et the eleven years immediately following his arrival
he bad, unaided in the ministry, te attend te the spiritual
needs of four congregations-at Kildonan, Little Britain
(St. Andrew's), Headingley and Fort Garry. As trequently
as possible he visited the outlying districts, holding services
at Poplar Point, Hligh Býuff, and, we btlieve, at the Por-
tagze. There was evidently much te be accomplisbed, and

pit, have qpolcen very Wghly of his abiy. In addition to
these Sabbatb ministrations, the other duties he dischargei
were niany and variouç. He took a deep interest in the
progress of the Sunday scbool held in the old churcb, and
attended its sessions personally ; week-day services, visita-
tions, meeting%, consultationg, and a ho.sî of other duties,
made heavy drafts on the pastor's powers, mentally and
physically."

Regarding the iilness which resulted in Dr. Biack's.
death, we have kept our readers from time to timne in-
formed, and the following, from the Manitoba " Free,
Press," is ail we can now make room for:

"'No specific disease is asqigned as the cause of bis de-
ceame, but it is said that bis whole physical systeni had given
way as the resuit of the severe strain of many years of inces-
sant labour. Hiî health failed about a year ago 10 such an
extent that he was compelled to rest temporarily ; and,
having in April last obtarned ftom the Pre5sbytery leave of
absence for some months, he spent the greater part of the
summer visiting friends in Ontario and in the State of New
York, where also he remained for some lime at the sea coast.
When he set out to retuin, he thought hiniseif materially
improved, but on the journey he caught a severe cold, wbich
for a long tume counteracted the good effects of bis rest and
travelling, and froni which, perhaps, he rteverpyntirely re-
covered. He preached for only a few Sundays after bis re.
turn, and then il became evident that a stili longer period of
relief front pastoral duties wa% absolutely necessary ; accord-
ingly, at the last meeti ng of the Presbytery of Manitoba, at
bis request the Presbytery made provision for the supply of
bis pulpit. Since that tume be continued gradually to sink,
until the last great change came."

The funeral took place on the i 5th ult. The Rev.
Professor Hart conducted the service, in which the
Rev. Messrs. Mathesen, Pitblado and Ttiompson also
took part. _________

LETTER FRQJW REV G. L. MCKA Y, D.D.

REv. PROF. MCLAREN.-MýY DEAR BROM'ER,-
After twenty-seven days on the ocean s. s. " B clIgic"I
we arrîved at Hong-konZ, where I met my old frtend,
Captain Abbott, who informed me that his ship was
bound for Tamsui, Formosa, by way of Fuchow.
Saturday, 17th uIt., we boarded ber, and S ibbath
morning cleared the part and steamned up the Formo-
san channel against a terriflc N. E. gaie. Saturday,
24th uit., we passed Tamsui, but couid flot enter.
Sunday we lay outside the bar, to;sed on the rolling
waves, looking at Tamsui with longing hearts. Mon -
day, i9th, at 9 a. m., we were anchored in the Tamsui
river, and in a few moments were welcorned by A- Hâ -t,
my first convert in Nortbern Formosa, who was the
very first to greet us. We scarcely spoke a word te
bim until my dear colleague, Mr. Junor, stepped on
board te help us ashore. Ashore!1 tbank God, once
more, on beloved Formosa. We found Mrs. junor
and the baby very well, and our cwn Mary Helen
running about. Since arriving, converts; have come
from ail parts of the fi.-Id to welcorne us back. 1
neyer expected to get such a warmn reception from
converts and heathen. I visited severai chapels
already, and was met by crowds, who expressed great
joy at our returfi. In Bang-kah even the street in
front of the chapel, was soon packed after my arrivai
there. When I visit ail the chapels I will write at
iengtb.

Mr. Junor is flot very well, and is going by the
steamer to Amnoy, etc., and can get materials for "«Ox--
ford"l college far cheaper than here, se that he will do-
great good by going. With kindest regards to Mrs.
McLaren, etc. G. L. McKÂY.

Tamsut, Form osa, _7anuary.2n1(, 1882.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT -Dr. Cochrane acknowledges
receipt for $5 for Church B ailding Fund in the North
West, from M. Taylor, Culloden.

THE annual missionary meeting of Charles street
Churcl< Toronto, was held on Wednesday evening,
22nd uit. The attendance wis large, and was presided
over by the pastor, Rev. J. Hogg. Effective ad.
dresses were made by Principal Caven and Professor
McLaren, in wbicb the claims of our Home and For-
eigyn Missionary operatiens were ciearly and e-o
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