
Rod andi Gun ini Canada

'T tio liaipienet'i liai t lie gixvd fo' gu0li1

lxei ini Kieîia for il few. mîonde ls
andi Ilîad bee-il dl>b)Iiitlg ini he toils

of file lîîw ()Iu belmaif <if Il Iriieti
nwmed Alec. - (I forget the re6t
o! bis naine.)

Alecs baaktng aceotmnt camounted t.,
uL tew. nickels; mine was a larger figure
--on the debtt Bide! Alec. had a. daim.
a verittable borianza, sttuated near the
"divîde" of somne far-dtsta.nt Iotty and
hîlgh inaumtain. lie gernoroualy bestow-
cd a liait interest of tuis cix on me,
givlng me the privttege of paytng the
recordtng tees for the sane.

1 %-as but a .tendertoot, and a dlaim
tlien rcpre.qonted te me untold gotd. T
linagtned that I wvould have lithoe ditl-i
culty ln findlîîg soene Nveaith stuceuta-
ter, or, iiiore ;irobabiy. a apeculator-
tn someone else'a wvealbh, whIo woui3: a
once buy ui the dlaim for a ýsuni auteI.
ciently !argo te repay nie weii for rny
legal labors and feel a fair "uaI'tn2 ln
iny pocket ln addition thero-to.

AI1ec. gave me several L.nunks of
quartz ln wtlch aiîecks of gold coula
be see, wtth the aid of a powerfuh
gtiss. These I dispîayed w.lth prolvkr
prîde, qualtfied with the statemènt
-taken on AIec's word of honr-that
they had been picked off at randorn
frein the ledge. Strange to Bay, *lhe
bioated capîtalista did flot iL.îrei at sny
proposîtlon, for 1 wvas flot alJ.ne ln the
field; ln tact, every one 1 met had a
clati or cdais ut fabulous value. te
dispose of. Mine wore oit, and a year
tiad alminst etaîîscd zilce the claini hsd
been slaked, when Alec. info%:Yn.z me
Ihat lt was necessary for u., to do $100
wor'th of work on tue dlaim.

]3less me! I neyer had $100 In ii-y
lirete 10 pare!

Alec. %vas equal te the occasion, býow-
ever. Hle had twu friends who, for a
quarter intereGt ln the claini, %vuld
hclp hlms to do thie necessary work. .1
could hold u te linY haIt share, pîu-
vtded I turnilhed the necesciory aup-
plies, bols and -travelling e.tptî:nsips «nr
the expedithon. He furthiqr su,;gtesîee
that I should accompany them bnd act
as chifer hewcrr tWood and arawer ut
Water, and s;o enable thern to gel
through -the work li. aseshort a tiaxw as
Possible. lie aiseo bld me th'at there
were plenty of deer on th5o montaliî,
and aise a b:Lnd of caribou. Trze first

part of the programme laar.i!y eulted
iy fastes, -tlough i"ertaitîil% -here wvas

lit air of novelty surrouned!ng it; but
I deurly desired te atay a caribou.

Agalii ciuîie tlîe utiîîleasati te.ý,etlin
Ot tiiîîîie but It Chliecti OustI IL ver-
tai liiisgîiideti mîagazine edi loi. Inte
been 4uillivientiy 11t-advised tu aueeîî
li aarticle of usinle, anid had ililover
îîald i fauiy Weil for Ulie saisie.

1 Ilîcreueuma resslved to siîk site i?2-
of ri !Iily lilerary ae.hlevt'uiivt-i the

Chelle, aiîd the- andl Ihere puîrchîased
tie iieuossary pirovendues, aîd louis for
tlie great work.

WuJ borroîvet blankets aîîd a tent,
wIiteh, witthe food aiid aL 45.90 WVlîî-
ctxe.iter rifle, coifftleted oui- outlt, aîîd
olle file Iiiorntng we btutrted frois tie
City Wharf or Nelsonu, 1I.C., Ili a large
uuir-oared tub of a boaît, for xi iloitt

4uile tell sitles uels Kooteiaîy Lake,
%vlieîe we wvere lu dhitsnilark anîd be4,lil
our juurney up the moutitain.

A stu!! breeze %va6 blowlng, se wo
liolested a mondescrIpt sai, wvitiel be-
ionged 10 tie boat. and wvhill, owlie,
10o oser Ignorance o! satling, neaîrly
brouglit, us t0 a watery grave. 110w-
over, we imanaged to run is, bul
ashure .%lien liait full of water, and
escaped wvitli a ducklng.

Thuni the sturin Wthîsd rose: and rani
1%ei mn torrents, su %%e uitilutded our
o.u)rgo aiîd esouglit stictter fl a dea-,ertted
iog cabîn by the faike 1>de furgot
iiieiîtiufl a humble, thiotigli iitulti lu'. ed
u.-oipîaiîou, 1 ]sud brouglît w 11h luie.
liiasnely, IJuz, a.s w irt liýiit:d tu>. tue-
rler who hiad followed mny fortunîe
fromn Eîîgtand, and whîo iîardty ever
le! t mny sldt. 13uz lîetped tu entiven
our s;tay In -the log cabin by killing
1w o euiraîus bushi-tati rttiri w liehi haad
Iaken Up Ilîcir abode there.

li the afler-nooni thie elelisents wero
nmore prupitlous, and we cuittinuedt our
% uyige, tîsakiuîg uur destinatitiii, tlîougli,
tuu laIe tu uoiiiinieu flic as..ent of file
iîiousitain that day.

one of iny c.onipaniuns Was a grLat
angtes-, sýu lie aid 1 ît Cnt a-il.,Iàiiig a.ia
ianaged tu seicure a.buut a dozeil fair-

sized trout, whtch caisse la Iiaudy for
our eveniîg nieat. We carnlied blinI
nilht Iia a 'sfiac."beloring tu a ranuch
hard by. The satd shack had been re-
vently telLIutedl by' a îJarty of îîio5ht.-
to.rs, wlio had lotI bohind thein liveîy
remînîscences of their viait lis the shape
of-%vcli, nover mmnd. Suffice to say

THIE CLAIM AND THE CARIBOU,
t% By W. F. B. r .

that nîy slumber wvns so greatly d1k-
turbeul by th(- depredattons of tlîomb
"I)Itgriiiiso! t fli niglit" that 1 iirc*
fcî'reul te inake Isly bed uiîder the- stars.

We Mete MIt the Bull. i siieakcd
lune enough for a plutîge lis the lake
anid a fev cnu'ts over the truit, gcttlng
one or two, srnall ilsh, %whili added lu
the breakfast table.

We hîtred a siiectes of ciuadruped
knowni Ili Nootenay as a cayuse-a
uliinutIve apology for I. horsefroîin
the rancher, loa~ded the aorry animal
%vIth our pîacks, îînd, with hearts lis-
lianied wvtth the Joint desire or gotd
anîd gamne, înatiaged te imake a atart
before the Bull wvas yet high lis thc
lacavene.

'rte first three miles of our journey
were falrly easy te travel. The route
wvas up a canyon, down whie a merry
lutIle creelc tunnbled and thra.shcd Isel!
lnt toam. There wvas a, inoderately
good Jhorse IraI!, whieh we followed,
and by 8 a.m. wve had reaehied .!e first
.ýuage of our jourîîey. Wie fluide soe
tea, and a! 1er a short rest, ieluetantly
le! t the horse trail and followed IL steep

narwapology for a trail which turne-
ed to the right and lead lus corkscrew
f:tshîton to tlie 'divide," l.e., the. .suiîn-
suit of the mounitain. And nov began
trouble. Thle aiscent wa.s steel), lis
pîlaces almnost îîcrîendicular. It Waa,
uit Nvé entild do, Nh;î t w itli pullîni; and
chilovtiig, to gel the cayuse tmp suisse
hparts o! the way. Vies, wve camne te a
tny creek ilh a briglit, treacherous
l.moking îîatch of green iiioss beside Il,
lite wJlch thie cayuse floundered and
Mt-l, linnLdly rolllng over and dumping
our packs tutu the rich, black liquid
niud. It tuuk us some Urne te exîrleate
the pour beast, and wc were dismayed
at the etate of uur bianketis. Hiowever,
t'8-re wvas nut-hlng fer lt but to push
along, so on wve scramblcd as bt:st WC
could, deternined to push the cayuse
up auniehîw or other, the only alter-
native belng thiat we should transformi
ourtselve mbt boasts of burden, and
<ltuv the aniimnal te fibd lts owu way
home.

Our next dillliculty was a torest tire.
WVe had senm u 1h diead tIse Cloud of
smoke ln front of us, and fondly hoped
the Irdil iNould skirt the lire zone.
Alas! It Inconventently wInded rlght
into tic burning Unib.-r. The fire had
been lit some time ago, and Nve bad
only corne ln for the tull end ut lb.
Still, it waB unp>hxisant eiîough, what
wltli the heat -and blinding 6nîoke, nor
%%as an element of danger wantlng, as
we speedily tioUceil wlien a~ gigantie
tir trce tomiled clown unconiturtabiy
niear us. Then for about an ]tour e
iiad to eut a v.ay Mile our axes
lhrough tie fallen tiauber and charred
tree stumps.

I ain ashîamed te 0wîî that 1 was liait


