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On the evening of a sultry summer's day, Mary, a poor widow, mLs seated by
the window of her 1ittle roorn, and was looking out on the orchard that surrounded
ber cottagte. The grass, wbich hand been mown that morning. was made up into
cocks, and tbe delightful and refrcý,lîing pert'umc was wafticd in at the window.
The sky was clear and cloudless, and the moorp shone into the rooni, castine, the
sbadow of the windows and the vines which surrounded them on the floor.

Her littie Felix, a child of six years old, was standing near ber, and bis bloom-
ing face and golden bair were lightcd by the moon

The poor yoùnc" widow sat t-hero to rest bersèlfr but great as the labour of this
bot day had boon to -ber body, a stift greater pain oppressed her leind, andl made
her forgetful of her weariness. Thoro stood by ber a basin of milk and bread, of
wbicb she bad scarcely tasted a spoont'uI. Felix was quite (listurbed, and did not
play or mnake any noise, bocause h e saw bis mother so unbappy. le nbo0, on ob-
serving that she wept bitterly, instead of eatirig bis suppor, had laid his spoon aside
and bis littie eartbonwaS- basin stood nenrly full on the table.

Mary had become a ividow in the beginning of the spring. 11cr busband, one
of tbe best young mon in the *village, bad laid by s0 mucb pioney by bis industry
and frugality that ho bad bouglit this littie cottage and orcbard, but had not quite
enougyb te pay for them. The poor marn had planted the green svit.h young fruit-
trees, wbicb already bore fine fruit. Rie bad chosen for bis wife, Mary, un orphan,
a pions and industrious young womnn, who bad been ýweIl brougbit up Tbey wero
living bappily togetber wben the typhus t'ever came, and the husbantddied. Mary,
too, who bad nursed him tbrough bis illness witb the grcatest care, took the foyer,
and was very flear joining bim in dcatb.

On recovering froni0 ber illness she found ber circumnstances were very bad.
StilI sbe hoMe flot te ho obliged to quit her cottage. Her busband bad long been
in the service of a ricb t'armer, wbo bad valued and respeeted bum for bis industry,
fidelity, and good ebaracter, and wbo, wben ho bougbt this bouse and gardon, bad
lent bum three bundred florins, on co)ndition of being repaid twenty-five florins
yearly. This bad been punetually paid every year until the tume of bis illness, and
the debt now only amounted to fifty florins, ras Mary knew very well. The t'armer
also died of tbe foyer. Bis beir the daugbter's busband, found the bond for tbree
hundreii florins aniong bis fatber-in-law's papers. He knew notbîng of tbe cireuni-
stances, and demanded the wbole suni of the widow.

The poor womnan assured bim that ber busband bad paid two bundred and fifty
florins, but this availed ber nothing. The young t'armer did not believe ber, and
took ber before a magistrate. As sho could give no proof that any part o? tbe sutn
had been paid, sbe was declared liable for the whole debt; the young fariner was
impatient for bis money, and as poor Mary bad notbing but ber cottage and gardn
tbese must ho sold te meet the demand.- She had implored the t'armer t'O bave
pity on ber; ber littie Felix joined bis ent-erties to bers, but ail in vain, and she
bad now, just an bour before ber day's work was ended, learned froni a ne.igbbour
that the sale was appointed for the following morning.

It was on this account that sbe was sitting se mou-nfully at tbe window, look-
ing sometimes up te beaven, and thon again at ber lit-tie boy ; at co moment weep-
ing bitterly, and the next plunged in the deepest mnelanoboly.


