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been through burning coals. Long and ýarefuIIydid they searcb,
narrowvly examining every crack and fissure in the ice, where
if seemed atali possible that the catastropho theoy dreaded, but
ivould not name, miglit bave taken place. At length 0110e of the
young me», who wvas a littief in advanée of the rest, suddenly
started back, with an exclamation of'surprise, and lifting the Ian.
tern lie carried, shewved them, ayawnîng guif but a few feet fromn
wvhere they stood.

"There was ne hole here this morning " he whispered to lis
brother ; but low as wvas the tone iii whic h hoe had spokien, it
struck like a kneli upon the wife's ear. With a sutiden, mad
impulise, she sprang tovards the chasmo but wvas instantly stop-
ped by a strong but kindly hand. "lAh!' thin, the crathur,"-
said the kind Irishrnan; Ilsures ye would n't thinl(of it. Think
of the boy at home, jewel ; why should ye lave him too ?"
Mary feit ail that these wvords wvere meant te imply; but the sin-
fui impulse ivas checked, and, burying hier face in lier bauds,
tears-hot, burningr tears-came te, relieve hier breaking heart.

Suddenly a low wîiue, caugit. the ear of eue of' the young
Irisîmen, and at the same instant a faint gleam of moonlight
showed him th~e dog at a littie distance, standing at the edge ef
the. chasm and looking fixedly downwvards, apparently at the
blackc waters be1owv. With a mute sign te the others te keep
MWary back, hoe crept cautiously round to%,ards the faitthful ani-
mal, and there, stili clinging ivith that desperate, straining
grasp te the rough edge, ha sav James Gray, speechless, me.
tionless, and evidently almost gene.

The lest %vas found, but bis extricatien, wvs stili not easy.-
The ice und'er the brave youth's feet crack ed and straineti, as,
creeping aýs near te the edgre as temerity itself could dare te go,
hoe threw round the halÉl' ifeless body the knotted rope with
w'hich ho had corne provided.

A few minutes more, and the now rejeicling, littie party wvere
on their homewvard way, bearing in their armns the rescued ene,
while. Mary walked beside, rie w audibly blessingr her' kind, true-
hearted *friends-now, in the silent depths of lier heart, offering
up tbanksgivings te Uka whe hiad thus given her back hier hus.
band from the very gatos of death.


