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AN AGRICULTURAL LECTURE.

[Tha following Lecture was delivercd
by Professer Lawson several yearsa go
inx the Crystal Palace, Kingston, Ont., on
occasion of aux Aaricultural Exhibition.]

I have ne special clalun on your at-
tention, no intiniate acquaintance with
youx art, ne persouial ciperience of the
capabilities of your soul; but I cheerful-
ly comply with the requet that bas been
ade, for, althougli I have uothiing

special te communicate, 1 feel that it is
the duty of every one te aid, te the ex-
tent of his power, hiewever humble that
wxay lie, to forward the important objects
of such an Institution as this. que
great use of Exhibitions is to bring
science anid practice more closely ta-
gether ; andl in proceeding to dicharge
the duty that bas been assigned te me,
1 do net know that 1 can (ia the present
stage of Canadian farruing) occupy your
attention more îurofitably thlan by briefly

pointing out somce of the resuits of science
which h"ear upou rural iniprovement.

lui the admirable addmcs8 delivered by
Mr. Forguson at the late aunual meeltinàg
of the Provincial Association at Toronto,
we wero tola of the gigantic strides which
this couatry hall made within the memory
of the present gexieration; how the old
fashiolied one-handled plougli with wood-
en nrould hoards, anîd other implemeuits
equally rude, whiclx wero iuu commox use,
have vanislied away hefore the improeo-
rAentî of our own ime; and how, in ail
thut relates te niechuinical appliauces,
Caunada la following closeiy at the heels
of the znost advanxced unationis of Europe.
And especially pleuxsing is it te observe
at thes Exhibitions that tho workshuops
of Canada are net uuercly qtriving te
emulate tire manuthottures of E14rppe, but
seek ratixer te provide our famners here
witb iniplemeuits and machinery better
adapted titan Exuglisir models for Cana-
diaxi work In like niunner. how mar-
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vellous the ixnprovements that have been AgrutrlSceyo nin n h
accomnplishied in our mens of transit, ighlau d Society of Scotlxwd have for
both by lan~d mud %vater, over the slowv, matny yeurs kept betore agriculturists the
expensive, and insecure methud1s %vliich importance of improvement and the
alonte were avaulable not long ag.And means by which it wus to be accomdl-sh-
wlhen, in addition to ail these benefits, the cd hyhv iete x ecrhso
fat-ier lias ail the re.suîts of modems scientiflieu enon the ouîe luaud, and the
science placed before hiim to guide luis experimieuxtal pructices of the thruier oui
baud, ali foster n, spirit of improvement. the~ other ; auti now %e hiave' in many
-is ut not reasoniable to expeet that lie partb of Britail, au umiount of success iii
shall îît lac, in the race, but sh.tll make firaxiteg %vltuch its inost sanguine prounot-
efforts grreater than any tîxat have yeL becui ers cuuld siot hanve anticipated. But these
mxade tu maise blis art te the commun plat- leudiing, Societies have iot doule 011 the
formn of moderi progress ? guod work. Valudbie resuits have from

The genuine interest displayed lin the time to time beeni obtained by ftirmers,
promotion of agriculture in this Province, and proprietors, and chemins, working
shows that the farmers are not hidisposed apart and in seclusion. But 't is to the
to respond to the call that lias heen1 Made Cousiy Societies lin the old country-to
upon thein. WhVlea 1 sec before une ant Sorcties sucli as thtis, limited iuî their
assembly of Ciiinadian fxrmers, and think OPCtfttlouS to a certaiu district.-t1ilt we
of the past history of this greuit country are to attribute unuch, vory much, of the

in hic tîeyhav b epaig : good that lias been donc, and of the
portant a part; wlihen 1tikofthe neuinue intcrcst that lias becux aîvakentà
resuits that have alre3ady been achieved, tri juproveul cultivation. Trhe discussion
of the wide forests that have meltei at so'.uc of these Couuxty Societies 11o
away befomo tlie strong arm of the oo doubt reacbi you through the press ; but
mani liko the morning mists befome the iauiy more are actively at work,uiknoiwn

risig sn; f th brad xpaue o ~~ bayond their owu circle, surely and un-
tnmelands and corntuelds, that are uxow osteiitatiously evolving good fruits, year
spread before us, at once an earnest of by ycam solving more and more fully tho
the dominion of man ana of the succeas problein of ineased production, of grov-
of blis labors ; wvheu think of thxe noble 0 ldso rssweeol n
institutions that we ineet with ai ail grew before, a problem which acquires a
hiands in Canada, evidences of the rapid niew phase througb every uîew discovery.
strides site is making in the march of This Society bas a noble womk before
civilization ; when 1 think of these, and it, and I trust that it ilh meet with that
of triumphis of labor and thouglit sncli as support whxch it deserves-the support
these, which on Canadian soil meet us on of farmers and proprietors and amateur
every side, a bright vision of pmogress and ag2riculturists on the one baud, and of the
prosperity for the future riscs befome me. general public on the other. The culti-
The noble forests that had for countless vation of the soil is not a subject which
ages grown in ail the wildness of nature affects only that eXxass of persons who are
pmescxitcd a bola front, sufficient iudeed actually engagea ini its opemations. On1
te stemi the tido of omdinary civilization. the contrary iL fornîs the stratum of civi-
Like a stroxxg enemy they woula have lization ; more extensive than ail others.
scorned a puny bxand. Thîcy called for it is the one u1pon which theY ail depcnd,
great energy ani î,erseverance. Great the one uipon whicbi ail our institutions
energy ana persevereuce were brouglit ta are built up. it is the originator and the
bear opon theru, ald they begran te faît; isupporter of aIl the uther arts of peace:
soon the sombre forest wa lighleà up by "The profit of the Earth is for ail
the tini-coveredl cupolas an:d church spire. the King hitnscîf is served by the ficld."
whichi, glistening in the suxishiine. shed Ilu ail time, the fammer bias heen hont-
their radience %round, indicattig froin ored abov'e ail meni, aud the cultivation
afar the villages anil cities which wvere to of the soit is beldi in ail civ'ilized nations
frm the centres of future civilization. to bo the tmo',t honorable employaient of~
The saine spirit of activity and deter- men. Even the imperious senntors nud
mination wlîich lias muade sa glomious a warors of aucient Rente, amid ail the
victory in the past, is Dow actively at the excitement: and glory of successful
work among you-the Exhibition this war, sought, in the culture of t'neim lands,
day is one of the muany evideuces of it- relaxation from the dangers of thc battle
and lieroin do ive sec tho elements of field, or the cames of tue state ; and rtc-
Çanada's future greatness. Whcre sa cording te a wmriter of that age, "lthe
mucli good ivork bas already beexi doue, E:urth delighted to be ploughed with a
we may measonably hope that much god share adomncd by lattrels, and Iby a plréagl-
womk will stili be donce. The hand that mani who hall been honored ivith a tri-
cleared awvay tho forest lias not lost its umiph.'* And in our oivn day, the giory
cunning«. li tlis8 Society you have ant of uxr arnîs bas net dimiuislicd the lustre
important instrument for good. It is to of the plotighshare.
Sowieties like this that AgrienIture owes Ini Englaxid our noblemen and our
its advanement lit Europe. The 'Royzil merchant princes are xxow echntigixig the


