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Perforation.

BY "STOKIS."'

The incans for dividing or separatiug
starnps are mimerous.

Wheni stimps were first issued iu Eng-
land iu 11840, they were usually separated
with a pair of scissors; the saine înethod
has been adopted in ail the early issues
of a greut xnany ccuntries, although a
large îîu.iîber of the stamps look ae if
tbey had been separated with aui axe or hÔe.
Iu 1848 ail Englishman by the name of
Henry Archer tried ta remedy this defect
by having thinner paper betweu the
stamps whicbi were ta be torn apart reauit-
ing in the stamps haviug very roueh and
irregyular edges. After several ho
attenipts, lie finally succeeded by having
rows of small holes punched out in straight
liues between the btamps.

There are twa methods of separating
nainely "rouiletting" and "perforating."
By roulettiug, tLe paper is eut partially%
through but reinoving no pap>er. First
there is the "Euglish roulette" when the
paper iscutin short straigt lines, commonly
found in the Chilian stamps; sornetimes the
Unes are inked, as lu some of the early
Luxemnburg issues. Anather formn is 'pin
perforating" the namne of which is mislead-
ing, as this separation is made hy hales
being pricked lin the paper, but no paper

is removed, and it is therefore a roulleta-
tion and not a perforation. This method

is commonest amnong Mexican stamps

(Sec Mexico in Scott's 58th numbers 4423
ta 431.) Other forms; are, "s8awtoatt"
roulette iii whîich the cuts formn sniall tii-

ale,"Serpentine" or wvavy impressions
"Lozeiige" or diamond tihape imipr.-ssions.

Tlp other method nainely 'p)erforating"
is bcst and almost universally used. By
this process the paper hetween the staînp
is eut awav iii a fine of hales, heaving ittle
bridges joiuiiîg the 5tamups together; when
the stamps are tomn apart these bridges are
separated, leaving littie projections or
teeth; the diameter of the hales and the
width of the teeth are usually the saine.
The diameter of thue hales vary iu the
différent staxnps; and we say a staînp is

pprforated ten or elev'en, it, does not men
4t there are ten or eleveii hales iii the

t4p cg side of the stamp, but that tiiere
are ten or eleven perforations iii the space
of two centimeters. which is about four
fifths oif an English inch.

When the hales are snîall and close to-
gether it is called "fine" perforations;
wheii they are Large and far apart they are
knowvn as "coarse" perforations; when the
hales are not eut dlean througlh, it is calheh
"erough" perforation; mwben the gauge of
the top differs from that of the side, its
p.erforation 18 "compouîîd " When the
meusuremeut of the top and side are given
the top ahways comes lirst.

This paper one year and the latest
perforation gauge and millimetre scale for
only twenty-flve cents. Canadian or U. S.
btamps taken.


