
The Pearls Pure and Fair.
Evaxnv year is a penr, ntcar,

Perfect aud pure ad fair,
That God leta grow withiu your life,

Trustiug it to your care.

And t hentlî i the golden clasp, dear,
'Trhat fasttens the puarl.v chitia,

An iti shines withk a clearet liistre
lf the pearls arue wiite thirough pain.

Soute of the chains aro short, de.r,
Ani hono are of tanv etrands ;

But every ont retuns at latst
To the Master WVorkmani's hands.

So watch your precious pearis, dear,
.\nd keep tiemn ever bright,

''lat with the crown.jewels they mîay glowt
At last in the inifinite liglit.
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FOR MISSIONS

FOR THE YEAR 1887.

The New Year.
M'o-rixit year is past. We hope it

lias been to our readers the best year
o! their lives. The Lord has given
us imany blessings during the past
year; we should thank him for his
goodness, and love imita wvith all our
hearts. We maay have had afflictions
and sorrows, yet the Lord has blessed
us above mîany others; nany of our
friends and acquaintances havo died,
wc still live. Praise the Lord !

But how is it about the future?
WVhat w-ill we do through the year
just comnencing1 Shall it be spent
for .lesusl What vill bo our inotto
for the year 18871 Itow would this
do-" I will live for Jesus ail the
year." Perhaps some of our readers
wili he in eternity before the close of
the year. What a serious thought
that soue of us nay eitier be in
heaven, or lost forever, hforu this year
enrds. We should thimtk of f.iese
things and pray over them, and lin-

prove the time; and be always ready,
and then if we siould die, even to.day,
wo need net fear. Ve hope that

HOME AND

during this year maany of our readers
will give their hearts to Jesus. Thon
it wiill prove te bu the happiest year
of ail your life.

The Duty of the Hour.
A $TAT'EiSiENT AND AN APPEAL.

TuiE General Board of Missions has
itet, and after two days and nights of
anxious, painstking work, has ad-

journted, leaving the Church face to
face with a ':rave responsibility.

Wearied though the nembers were
wvith the long and arduous labours of
the General Conference, thero wvas io
disposition to sligit the work of the
Mission Board. Each itmember seened
to feel that his task as a guardian of
the great mission work of the Church
was sacred, and nust be perfonned
witl the most scrupulous care. Every
deta' of proposed expenditure vas
mitutely examnined ; where reduction
couid be made without impairing eili-
ciency, it was dono; but when the
final result was reached, the mienbers
of the Board found to their dismay
that the aitounît distributed would
give to the mlen on the Domitestic Iis-
sions onmly 65 per cent.-rather less
titan two.thirds of the nodest st ipend

agreed .pon as a basis of distribution.
.hey gazed at the figures with sorrow-

ful faces ; but they lad done the best
that mîten could do wvith the means at
their connand, and thcy could only
return te thmeir homes praying that the
Church mtiglit be aroused to ueasure
up te the responsibilities of the hour.

The gravity of the situation is in-
creased by two circumstances: the
nunerous claims upon the liberality of
the people, and the fact that wo have
no returned itnissionaries this year
whose thrilling stories of missionary
work inight rekindle flagging zeal. In
the Western Conferences large suins
maust bo raised for Victoria Coliege;
ielp imust be given tO a numaber of
emibarrassed chtirch trusts; wvihile in
all the Conferences appeaIs will bc
mnade for a suplemntary fund out of
which aid nust be 'iven t te poorly
paid men on nany dependent fields.
With ail tihese clias pressing upon

the people there is danger that the
Missionary Futd vill suffier, unles

prompt and vigorous efforts are made
te sustain it.

In this emtergency our appeal is
alike to mniusters and people, as the
help of aci is indispeisabile. The
situation is grave, but it is by ie

means desperate. The call is for a
rally ail along the lie. The resources
of ,the Church arn ample, if only they
can bc utilized. Other claims should
net bu forgotten, but this uust bo
forcnost. Keep it beforo the people.
Let it be woven into mîany a sermon,
and bc madet the burden of nany a
prayer. That Quarter of a JIillion
for J/isons must bc raised/ ant
every circuit should aim at doing its
share. Two.aidi-aalf cents a week
froin each ncnher of ithe Church will
itmo thanI do it. One cent a day
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T HE SICK GIR L'S CIRISTMAS TREE.

from cach iember wl- do it nearly
three timtes over. Every ternber cati

be reached if the riglit nicans are

taken, and every inenber mu.,t b

reached if the desired end is to be

gained.
Much depends upon the pastors. If

they are enthusiastic, the people vill

respond ; but if they are indi1terent,

the people will bo so too. Let theni

think of the issues at stake. Feailure

imcans increased br"dens for scores of

discouraged missinaries who have
already more than tey can bear.
Success imeais ielp and hope to

iundreds who are sorely in need of

both. Do not '..ake it aniss if we

venture a suggestion or two. 1. Takec
lthe people into your confidence. Te.l
thern ail you know about the Society,
its work and its needs, and give theim
a practical share in the task of distri-
butmtg itformnation and raising the

fund. 2. Try a monthly nissionary
prayer-miteeting ; they have proved a
benodiction wherever establisied. 3.

Circulate informnotion. The General

Secretary will gladly supply yeu with

tracts if you will let imin know how

niany you cati use. 4. Send on the

funds te the hletd office as early as

possible, se as to stop interest for

bank -advances. Every dollar saved

tells in the result.

In this blessed work lot the people
rally to tie support of tLimor pastors.

Do net leave them, te carry the bumrden

alone. There are a score of ways

in which you cai co-operate. Iiold

missionary prayer.meetings; circulatoe

maissionary information; sec that overy
mneiber and adhorent of te Churci

gets a chance te contribute; and bring
in your offerings witlout waiting t

be called upon. The tinte is short and
thore is niuctoL do. Tie resut aimîl
at will be reached if each ote does his
share. Viat your share is can be dc-
terminîed only waten you itave ionesty
atnsvered the question, "l low nuch
owest thou unto thy Lord?"

A Su-rn:nru.A.

The Sick Girl's Christmas
Tree.

Tiis little girl vas too sick te go
down te the parleur with the rest of
the children for lier Christnmas tree
Se ber loving brothers and sisters pre-
rared a little toy treo for ierself. Anid
wasn't it a glad surprise when the
took it into her 1 It albnost nade lier
well, and the other children enjoyel
tieir sick sister's delight in the litte
trce more than they did the presents
on their own big trec in the parlour.
Se truc are the Saviour's words, "It is
lnore blessed te give than te receivo."

HEAvF.N is a day without a cloud to
darken it and without a ntigit te end
it. In heaven themn is the preseie
of ail good, and the abJsenlce of al
cvil. As ieaven is kept for the samti
by Christ, so they are kept for heave:
by the Spirit. If wo livo with God
Iere below, we sitll liyo with iiu
above. In heaven our iurts wiU
swell with rapture, but never imiet

nur; our breasts watrt vith grati
tude, but nover sigh ; our eyes le
charmned with visions, but nove vecp:
our hands enriceltd with pamns d
victory, but nover tremble; and o'
ieads encircled with tn exceeditng ad
eternal weightt of glory,, but new

acho.- Wrn. M. :Taylor.


