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TH-E REBELLION 0P- '98.

FITa saci bistory bas been

1 $ a of Ireland ! 1v is tooC, Weil knownl to periiit of a
rebiearsal. I reland, if sp)eculation
on such a topic be flot corisicîcreci
the vainest of occupations, miglit to-
day rankl amongc the foreniost nations
of the %vorlcl, bad she been allowed
t(> develop) untrannielci, the resour-
ces placed at bier disposai. Shie
migbit bave been the gliory andi tbe
ligblt <>À the universe, not alone in
iaterial p)rosp)erity,, but in ail its-

usual accomp-animents, in literature,
iii art, in science, in culture, had flot
that saine Providence, that gyuic1es
the clestinies of ail nations, restervedi
bier for victories, in comparison of
wbîcbi success in lier various revoîts
must be considereci as naugbvt. In
the gYolden acre of Ring- Brian Boru
and the mien wbo beat back tbe
9ancs from tbe shores of Jreland at
the tinie wben they succes%.sfully

estblshcitheir power in the counl-
try that bas since clomineered over
bier ; ini tho:se brigbit clays wlien
sobolars flocicec to bier from ail parts
of the worlc, ancl Mien sbe was known
as "The Islandi of Sainits and
Schiolar-s," she gave an earnest of
ývbiat shie ighrt ba\e beeni. However,
she is lc ot< us as the " Niobe of
Nations" No gyreater encomiumi,
perhaps, coulclbe desired by loyers
of 1Ireland than that bestowved on hier
by that appellation. \Ve have seen
bier conquered, a foreigni population
plan ted on bier soul; we have seen
bier clistracteci internally, a fact wbich.
is by no nicans attributiable to tbc
causes ascribeci by bier eneniies, andi
we bave seen hier subjeètecl to ail

manner of indcinities at the hancls ()f
bier con querors; we stili see thet
inipress of the policy of the cruel aiid
relentless, Cromwell tbat penned bur
sons up between tbe " iiile-uine " of
tbe Sbannon, and the "five-niile-inie"
of tbe sea; we have seen lier in the
tbroes of rebellion after biavingo
strugg(,lccl in va'n to obtain hier righlts
in a co nstitutioval manner ; and iat
the pre-s(:nit day we sec hier figbhtiing-
tbe brave figylit to regain the privilege
that xvas wrestecl from lier by tlie
vilest and most corrupt of means.
During ail tbis time, howvever, ber
influence as a nation bas not beeni
dormant. Wbat unparallelecl cx-
amples of ail the nobler virtues
bias she not oriven to the xvorld!
Cbiief amiongI these is the heroïe
constancv that so often foiled
tbe persecuting enernies that sougb-]t
to wrest from bier the invyaluableý
treasure of bier faitb. Tbis it is that
bias been bier glory, andi as a rewvard
of that firlelity we miay safely pro-
phesy for bier a more glorious
career than extinctioni at thu
biands of a nation wbose policy
towarcls bier bias but too ofven be-
trayeci its ultimate aini.

Tbie situation of Ireland tdcay Isî
the outcome of the failure of tbe
great rebellion whose centenary
irisbin-en in ail parts of the globec
are duis year celebrating. For si.x-
teen years previous to tbe outbrcaik
of the rebellion Ireland possessud
bier own parliamient, not to say th;at
she possessed an independent legis-
lature, for that boon for IreIand w.ts
synonymous with m1e oligarchiral
rule of a few creatures of the
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