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small that four of them placed side by side would not make up
thec width of a coinnmon hair, lias often exerted an absolute
sway over whole nations, and,.as history shows, dismnayed even
warlikc arinies in the field.

In large seas a similar blood-red color extending over a wide
area is produced by microscopie plants. These are fine and
delicate fibres of a purple-red color, of the thickness at mnost of

single silk thread;- and, in spite of their -plant nature, gifted
with the power of craw1ingç hither and thither in the water,
an(1 of oscillatingt like a pendulum; hience their narne-Oscil-
lanea. These thread-like plantiets grow in millions at the
bottoins of inany seas and cover thcmn withi a thick down ; but
the sunshine exereises over them, as over ail other plants, a
peculiar attractive power, and causes theni to rise up froin th&
bottoin of the w'ater and collect upon the surface, as it were ini
order to sun tbemselves. The water thien appears, throughi
these Osillari-ia, as if it were covered with foaming purpie or
dark blood. If the sunishine ceases, the plants sink again to-
the bottom, and the red color of the water vanishes. If the
sun returns ag-ain, the sea wvill presently resunie its bloody
colorn Not only was this phienomenon observed fromn the earliest
to the latest finies, but, as wve rel.narked before, it is also not
improbable tlîat the Pied Sca owes its naine to, these Oscillaria.
Tfhe renowned naturalist, Elîrenberg, found, in the winter of
189:3, an inlet of this sea which -%vas covered. as far as the eye
eould ieach with a bloody foani, which was found, on micro-
scopie investigation, to consist, of innuiiierable bunchies of these
diminutive plants. Another accounit of this î'ed color in the
sanie sea wvas given later by a Frenchi traveller, Dupont, who.
had not, previously heard of Ehrenberg'Ys discovery. Since that
tiince simiilur colors, caused by microscopie plants, have been
observed in other seas in nîiany parts of the wvorld-in the
Chinese Sea and in the Indian Occan, on the coasts of Cali-
fornia, as -well as on those of Portugal. At the last-namned
place the sea xvas colored over a space of six square miles, and
that by plants whichi were scarcely the one six-hundredth part


