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-ias the qualifications for the ministry according to the Pau-
line standard. So mucli for personai character and gifts. The
apostie requires more than this. He regards

Il. The Minister as an Apostle.-We use tlie word in its
priniary sense, "a sent one." He is a " minister of Jesus Christ."
How came lie to «minister unto the Lord ?" Did lie tlirus+t
irinse]f into this sacred calling, wvas hie constrained by others, or

is lie '<a cliosen vessel ? " Tliere seein to he two marks by wlNicli
the candidate for the ministry niay know that preaching the
gospel is lis life wvorlc. Tlie first. of thiese is

a. The subjecti&ve call--Paul speaks of hîmself as "«a called
apostie," " separated unto the gospel of God." In Damascus
Ananias hiad said: " Brother Saul . . . . The Gocl of our fathers
hiatlh appointed tliee to know bis Nvill, and ta see thc Rigliteous
One and to hear a voice froni bis mouth, for thon shiait be a ivit-
ness unto ail men of what tliou hast seen a-ad licard." Before
Agrippa Paul represents Christ as declaring thiat lie hiad appeared
to him " to appoint hini a minister :3'; and therefore in wvriting
to the Galatians lie tells theni that lie lias been «' callcd tlirougli
uls grace " . . . . to preacli Him among thc Gentiles. ie speaks
of Archippus as receiving thc ministry in the Lord, and warns
thc, eIders at Ephesus to take liced to the flock over whicli the
fioly Ghiost had made them overseers. So conscious is lie that
the minister is a " called"» man that lie cries "RHow shall tlicy
preachi except tliey be sent? " and so intense is bis conviction
that lie is «'separatedl unto tf c gospel of God " that lie pours
out bis hleart to, the Corinthians in flic burning declaration-
"Thougli I preacli the gospel I have nothixng to grlory of; for
necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preacli not
thc gospel! "'

But nlay not the preacher be inistaken as bo bis calUl? Ma.y
lie not, le in error rcgarding bis motives and ovcrrate, bis capa-
city ? There is another evidence by which a man xnay lbc
assured that lie bias not mistak.-en the voice of God, Viz:

b. The ccdl of his brethr-en-W, het-lcr Paul wvas ever or-
diicd as ~a ininister of the gospel> during the, early years of bis
precaching career, is uncertain. To the Galatiaus lie writes as
" an apostie not from men, neither tliroughi man but thiroughrl


