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the iove-songs of Scotland, burst forth in a Scotch ballad, and
even danced a littie. Whien the proceedings came out next rnorn-
ingr in the papors, we religious people were shocked, and I think
pardonably SQ, too. But then, it wvas Blackie- it wvas just like

Blciand so, the stormi died down. The following wreek, how-
ever, throughi some unknziown source, hie received a plain and
faithful Scotch reproof, accompanied by an admirable caricature
representing Mephistopheles carrying off triumphantly the sin-
ning proïessor to other dîimes ! What w'ould Blackid do wvith
the picture and the castigation ? tose sleep or appetite over
theim? Not hoe. They would be pasted in his scrap-albui a.nd
exhibited to, the flrst caller. So easilv ,and sweetly could hoe
tako lufe -with ail its brunts and jars. fie did'nt care a button
for anybody, and yet hoe loved everybody,, and this, perhaps, often
led iini into hiarmnless sallies of unwisdoin. His coniments on
public characters were thoroughlly original and sincere. Of Car-
lyle, who wvas young Blackzie's solid friend, hie writes, " A notable
mionster, and to be respected for the mnany noble thoughts hoe bas
elaborated.» «J-lis workz was Vo rouse the world, but 1 wvas -%vide
awvake and required no rousing. 1-le was hiard-hearted and hiated
sinners.> Mrs. Blackýie called on Mrs. Carlyle one day, and she
wvas taken dow'n sorne darkz kitchlen st-airs> and Io! there sat Car-
lyle, with trousers rolled up to, the kuces, and hiÀs foot in a tub
of cold water. Blackie, on one of hiis annual pilgrim-ages to
London, wvent to hiear tho late Charles Bradlaughi preachi or lec-
ture on a Sunday nighit. flore is liis impression :-« A. bull verily,

big, Ajax, tail and broad. Having a, fanc-' f9_r lookzing closely
zit nature> I determined to, go and hiear imi preach in his athie-
istiec durcI at the East End. It wvas a notable exhibition. A
terrible tearingr assanît against the Book of Exodus, and its
anthroponiorphic representations of the unseen God; oloquence
powerful and forvid of VIe first order. Really a remarkzable
11a<111. and from- his point of view Vriurnphant over -those who
hioki by the infallibility of the record, instead of the Divinity of
tIc dispensation. Hie made incidentally a public profession of
athecismn, whicli caused mie to write Ilii a long letter. I imagine
that in VIe Socratic way I may be able Vo do himi somoe good.
Hie is a maniy, honost follow, and quite worthy of gentlcrnanly
treatment> whichi I ami afraid hoe seldoi roceivos.»

1896] 151


