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vegetables at the conmmand of the inulti-
tude. \We should then have adopted the
right principle of protection instead of the
fallaeioiq on' of putting import duties
upon food stuffs. Had this line been fol-
lowed instead1 or disoheying the law. no
breal stuff would. have een vwanted, for
the land would have grown all that the
population required. This is done now in
other lands where the average population
is muîeh thieker upon the ground t -an in
this country, but wh'o have followed the
dictates of nature and lecessity.

The doctor then gave the results of the
practire as it miglit be carried out in the
pri'esent day by means of seNage farming.
At presen<'it exereniental matters are but
too•often sent into the sea or destroyed by
chemicals. If, instead of this, they be
conveyed to the land, five crops nay be
secured instead of one ; five times the
aniount of labor w'ould be required, agri-
cultural laborers would bu kept at -work in

the counîtry and at good wages wludî
woAld give uîseful profit to those among
whon thuy live, while five tintes the
amîîounît of mxeat and milk would bu pro.
vided for the population which producte
the sewage. Euonominsts will say that Nt
do iot raise tiem at hone bucause ve
can get thum cheaper from abroad ; then
whîy do we raise any at all? I coltemi
tlat u e uiily inmport enougli to fill tup oui
own deficiencies. and that not a single head
of stock could come into the country if the
land-specially if the Irish landlords hai
done theirt duty-were cultivated as it
ought to bu, and ouir excreta utilized.

Dr. Carpenter hoped the day wzas nlot tar
distant when Parliaiment would d-ci ee
that sewage shall iot bu destroyed b
chemicals or sent into the sua, that such
things shall be antinational offences i,
much as piracy and slavery, and shal .e
disallowed by conmmon consent.

MR. W7YNTER BLYTII ON THE PRESENT POSITION OF DISINFECTION.

the meeting in February, of the
Society of Medical Health Officers,
England, Mii. Wynter Blyth. in

introducing the subject of thie present
position of disinfection, expressed his in-
tention to confine his remarks to one im-
portant change that our ideas on the sub-
ject had undergone within the last few
years. When Robert Koch in 1881 gave to
the world the flrst results of his inquiries
into the relation of mîicro-orgnisms to
disease, it was ithe general inference that
pathogenie microbes. or those concerned
in the propagation of diseases of the in-
fectious kind, were exclusively, or nearly
so, of the spore-hearing class, and that
since the spores of all such organisms
possessed great inherent vitality, no so-
called niethod of disinfection could be
deemed thoroughly efficient which did not
succeed in destroying the vitality of the
spores of Bacillos anthracis, the nost
resistent of all. Now, however, tat the
nature of pathogenic microbes was no
longer a inatter of conjecture, those of

most specific diseases having been ideniti-
fied, it was found that tlie Bacillus
anthracis could not be looked on as a
typical of the whole class, since the greater
nuniber, including such w ell-know n fornn
as those of cholera, enteric fever, epideiî.
diarrhœa, septiconîia, and erysipehab.
were not spociferous, but occurred ab
mici ococci, streptococci, or bacilli, very
feebly resistent to heat or chemical agent.
It, was, therefore, unnecessary to havE
recourse to pow-erful chemical substances
the use of which was attended by varios
practical difficulties. in a paper read
before tlle Royal Society he lad pointel
out the importance of temperature, timet'
and space as factors, and had shown that
under appropriate conditions such simpk
measures as lime-washing and aeration
were in most cases anply sufficient for
disinfection. Recent experimnents, as those
of Biehring and of Pfuhl, published in the
Zeitsch. f. H ijg., lad proved the remark.
able efficacy of lime. Boer liad observed
tlat while the addition of very sinall
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