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IS PURLISHED KVERY WRDNESDAY MOANING,
BY JAMES DAWSON,
And delivered in Town at the low price,of 123, 6d.
per annum, if paid in advance, bul 155. 1f paid at the
ond of the year;— payricnts made within three months
gfler receiving the first Paper canvidered in gdvasice;
whenever Papers have to be transmutted through the
Post Office, 2s. 6d. additiona) iwill be .charged for.

postage.

ADVERTISING.

For the firat insertion of half wssquare, and under,
8s. 6d., each continuation 14. ; fof a squace and under,
§s , sach continugtion 1s.-~All ubove a square, char-
ged in proportion to the last mentioned rize.

. For Advertising by the Yéar; if not excoeding a
squate, 855, to Subacribers, 46s.t0 Non-Subscribers,—
if more space than a square be occupred, the eurplus
will be cﬁarged in proportion.
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SPRING, 1837,

R. DAWSON,
Has reccived cx barques Sally, from Liverpool,
and Isabella from Greenock,

A GENERAL ASSORTMENT OF
IRONMONGERY, HARDIVARE, AND
) CUTLERY,

'CD!(S!STING of — Englieh and Swedes Iron;
Crawley, German, blister and cast Stegl; Borax;
spikes, naile, brads and tacks;

PLOUGH MOUNTINGS, complete; -
pots, ovens, goblets, and sause pans; copper and iron
co':lll scoops; copper, 1B M., aud metal tea ketiles;
gridles;

ASSORTED SADDLERS’ FURNISHINGS;

coach lacings; cabinet and house brass furnishings;
locks and binges, (varicty); fanner mountings; bed
scrows; garden hoes and rakes; Philad. plate mill
saws, frame and othor saws; razors; mathematical
instruments; pocket compasses; butcher, shos, table,
jack, pen, and desk knives; iron and B. M. spoons;
coffin furniture; plough traces;
MATIIIESONS JOINERS' TOOLS,
(wecll assorted ;)
Coopers® tools; hines and twines; Blacksmith’s and
other files; coffee mills; spades and shovels; Lirushes;
caudlestichs; CRIMPING MACHINES; brass
sofa and table castors,
COUNTER BEAMS & WEIGNITS;
sad and box irons; cart and wagon bustres; chisels and
gouges; Tailors' and other sciseors; combs;

FENDERS AND FIRE JIRONS;
Blacksmiths® bellows, anvils, and vice:, cue irons;
bullet moulds; patent shot, powder; window glass,

putty,
PAINT AND OIL;

ecythes, sickles; weavers’ reeds;fiddlo strings; mirrors,

(variety): Tinsmiths’ iron and wire; &c. &c.

A suitable assortment of
WOOLEN, COTTON, AND SILK
GOODS.

A few Chineal and other rich S AIWLS; Palm leal
HATS, by the dozen; stuff and silk Hats; &c. &ec.

KA ) ALSO:

""" TEAS, SUGARS, COFFEE, RICE,
superior ginger, tobacco, snuff, cigars, molasses, vine-
gar, crockery, sets China; shos leather, &ec. &c.

Water street, Pictou, June 6. tf

TIMOTHY SEED, &c.
TIERCES (resh TIMOTHY SEED,
And one Barrel Indian Corn, for seed.

May 24, J. DAWSON:

Frow the Dumltier Magazine.
A SKETCH OF SCOTTISH RURAL
COURTSHIP,

But warily tcut wheo yo come to court me,
And come-nn unless the back yett bo a jee;
Sine up the back-stile, and lot naebody sce,
And comc as ye werna comin’ to mo.~ Burns.

I~ no country whatever is the groat and cngrossing

business of courtship conducted in 80 romantic anan
‘I ner as among the rural people of Scotland, Excepting

amony the highor classes, who have tite eatrely at
thur own disposal, night is the season in whicl: ¢ lo
vers breatlie their vows,”” and in which their sweat-
bearts ** bear tham>® Let the night be * ne'er so
wild,” and the swain * ne’er s0 weary,” if he has an
engagement upon his hands ke will perform it at all

1 bazards; he will climb mountains, leap burns, wade

rivers, not only with indifference, but with enthusiasm;
and, wrapt in his plaid, he will set atnought the fury
of the elements or the wrath of rivals. The poetry
of our bards is full of allusions to this custom of nn.

‘memorable origin.  Burus, in parfioular, has delighted

to sing of the ieetings of wooers and wooed at the
¢« gloaming,” or twilight, and the season of darker
night. His song of the * Lea-Rig" will readily recur
to recollection':’
Although the night were ne’er sae wet,

.And I were ne’er sae weary, O,

Dllzaet thes on the lea-rig,
My ain kind doary, O.

.

»
-~

[ ARd, also, his fully more tender strains of ¢ My Nan-

ny, O:
But I'll tak my plaid, and out Il steal,
And o’er the hill to Nanny, O.

1 have known several instances of young men, who
toiled all day at the plough, the hartows, tie scythes
&c , walking fifteen miles to see their sweethearts,
after the hour of nine n the evening, and teturning in
time for their work in the ensuing morn; and this, be
it observed, was not done once or twice, but repest-
edly—-wock after week, for soveral months. Twenty
miles of a journey, upon an errand of such a nature,
isregarded as a tnufle by snany a young farmer who
has & gpare hotse to carry him.

-

During these stolen interviews, if a mutual attach-
ment subsists between the parties, another assignation
is alwaysmade; and never was oath more religiously
kept than is this simple compact, ratified by no other
ceremony than a parting kiss, or a tendor shake of
the iand. Time appears to havo leaden wings with
bath, uatil the hour of meetingagain arrives; when
the swain gets out anew with alacrity, be it rain, sleet,
snow, murky, or moonlight. His fair one, true to hor
trust, hus by this time eluded the vigilance of father
and mother, of maid or man-secvant, and has noise.
lessly lifted the lateh, undrawa the door-bar, o esca-
ped by the window, and awaits him, wih fond
impatience, at the favorite spot which they have con-
secrated to their love. He joy fully boho!ds her in the
distance as he approachey, ghding hike an appantion
from the house, and sauntening about unti hisarrival;
and she, not Icss attentive to every thing that is styr-
ring, perccives him like a shadow amid the distant
dimness, watches hun as his figure becomes more
distinet, recognises his gat, his air, his every peculi-
arity, and at last, on the strength of her conviction,

cuns to thraw hersell into his arms, aud bid him wel-
coine.

In this way courtships ate 20 secretly conducted,
‘hat it is frequently never hnown, excepting among
the near friends of the rospective parties, that a cou-
plc are more than commonly acquanted, until tie
precentor, from his seat on Sunday, publishes,the
Lunna of their marriage. Peoplo are extremely fong
of talking of topics of that natare--of scrupulously
weighing the murits of each party; of dropping oblique
liints, and sly insinuations, and of prying, with imper-
tinent cutiosity, into motives and conduct--some of
them for the sake of indulging an envious or mulevo-
leut digposition, and others from a hope of discovering
some flaw or failing which may keep their own in
countenance, and save them from the appearance of
singularity. For this reason, i is always deemed &
most fortunate and happy event, should twe lovers
manage to bring matters to s crisis before the public
ears have begun to tingle with a report of their in-
tentions. Then it1s only a sudden buz, which gra-
daally, dics from the moment of their marriage, and
they.are left, with characters unsifted, to putsue theit
ma!r_ix‘r_lonial course with tranquility.

But perhaps the fair one’s charms have been w0
powerful as to draw around her & crowd of admirers;
and in that case, neithor the courtship nor the mar-
ringe can bs accomplished in & corner. The favored
wptor bas alinoat on evary occasion to make bis way,
-sither by fole or by dint of stratagem, to the door,
the window, or whatever place he and his love have
appointed as the scens of their meeting. 8he, pester-
ed by crowds of others (who, though void of hope,
still continuo to prowl about for the purpose of mo-
lasting the more fortunate,) can rarely escape from
the house, or admnit her lover into it, without being
secn, and teased with importunities, or taunted with
the name of lnm upon whom she hath set her heart.
In this way, some of the most wonderful hits and
misses, escapes and seizures, take place at times,
that ever were known in the art of manceuvring; snd
the intuitive quickness with which she can distinguish
the true from the false voice among many that whis-
per at her window in the course of an evening, almost
exceeds credibility.

Such, in ninoteen instanees out of twenty, is the
courtship among ths country people in Scotland; and
a practice which would boe considered monstrous and
most improper in town life, is, in the rural districts of
the country, a malter of an ordinary and innocent
natute,

The following stery, founded on fact, is character-
istic of this night.wandering spirit among our coun-
trymen :

In a purely pastoral district of Dumfriesshire, there
lived a young shephierd, whom, for the sake of par-
ticularity, I shall call Robert Thomson. His father
tented one of the large sheep farms into which that
part of the country js divided, and his son was entrus-
ted with the ¢ looking to the bills,”” wnd the care of
the scveral shephords.

Robert was young, and from the age of seventcen
his time had parsed joyfutly slong, under the influgnce
of afirst love. The object of his attachment was haif
a year younger than himself, anda truly beawtiful

creature.  No fabled Sylvia or Delin over had any



