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FREE GRANTS IN ONTARIO,

‘ E rejoice to learn that there are reasons to believe

the Free Grant system commenced in Ontario»
will prove successtul. Several townships were set
aside at the meeting of the Legislature in Toronto last
fall to be given to actual settlers as Free Grants.
These were mainly in what is known as the Muskoka
district, and embraced the new Townships of
MoDougall, Foley, Humphrey, Cardwell, Watt,
Stephenson, Brunel, McLean, Draper, and others.
These townships contain a good deal of excellent
farming 1ands, and we are happy to learn coneiderable
progrees has already been made in their settloment.
We are informed that very close upon 15,000 acres of
the Free Grants have been already taken up by actual
settlers, nearly all of whom are persons who have not
previously received fsuch grants from the Crown.
The number of persons located is 137, and Jof these
only some 26 had previously had Free Grants. Besides
the number of acres actually taken up, applications
have been made for some 7,650 acres more, and a8 soon
as the affidavits are made by the applicants according
to law, the land will be allotted, counting in the
reservations made by the Crown Land agents at the
instance of the Local Government, at least 25,000 acres
ot these wild lands have been up for actual settlement.
This must certainly be regarded as a very favourable
start for the Free Grant system., It is probably not
over three or four months since these townships began
to be taken up, as parties could hardly go up to the
territory with a view to select a good farm until some
time in April, when the snow would be off the ground,
Many “have also been deterred from settling on these
Muskoka lands because they did not wish to be
pironeers, and would rather wait until the settlements
had been begun. Itisreasonable to expect, therefore,
that next spring will witness a still stronger desire
among many of the young men and others of Canada,
to possess themselves of a hundred acres of land,
which can now be bad for five years’ t and

that some violent Repealers were prepared to take
extreme measures. A foew were ready to answer the
decision of the British House of Commons and the
Duke of Buckingham, by refusing to pay duties, or in
some other itlegal way setting the Dominion Govern.
ment atdefiance. This action would simply have been
rebellion ! 1Its consequences might have been very
serious indeed. To the credit of the Hon. Joseph
Howe be it said, he seems to have steadfastly set his
face against any display of Disloyalty, and it would
appear that to him and some of the Dominion mem-
bers, the country is indebted for the adoption of a
more moderate policy. That policy is still to seek the
Repeal of the Union, but it is to be done by constitu-
tional means, which is the only course any statesmen
not an Annexationist at heart, could for an instant
support. In the resolutions adopted by the joint Con-
vention which met at Halifax, we recognize the action
of nen still loyal to the Britich Crown, and notwith-
standing their present feelings against the Union, we
feel assured a little experience will Bo disappoint
their fears and benefit Nova Scotia, that they will yet
become as proud of the Union as any other portion of
its inhabitants.

The Premier and his colleagues have done well in
visiting Halitax and other places in the Maritime
Provinces. Such a visit might have takep place with
advantage before the present time, and might have
prevented some misapprehensions in Nova Scotia, for
we take it these gentlemen would take occasion to
show the leading citizens whom they met, that it was
certainly preposterous to suppose we would reap any
advantage from Confederation which their Provinces
would not fully share. During their trip, we hope
they did not hesitate to tell the Nova Sootians, that
nothing could be more alien to the feelings of our
people than to attempt to keep them in the Union by
force; that, whilst we insist on the Union, now that
it has been consummated—having a fair trial before it

the clearance of some fifteen acres. These terms are
80 easy that they must speedily attract population to
the Muskoka distriot, and develope and open up that
large traot of country bordering on the Georgian Bay.
Many families eking out a mere subsistence in cities,
would do well to turn their attention to these Free
Grants. Whilst we do not say all the land is fit for
agricultural purposes, there is » great deal of good
land in the Muskoka district, and upon such places s
few years’s work would place many families in a posi-
tion of competency, who now have hard work to
make both ends meet. We hope to see this movement
in Ontario éntirely successful, and that the Free Grant
system may be extended to all parts of the Dominion.
Free lande and the commencement of the Inter-
colonial Railway and other public works, ought
rapidly to augment our population during the next
five or six years,

THE BECENT CRISIS AT HALIFAX,

rPHE oause of the Union appears more hopeful.

We say this in view of recent events in Nova
Sootia. In all parts of the Dominion the return of
the Hon. Mr. Howe and the other Anti-Union Dele-
gates, and the meeting of the Local Legislature, were
regarded as the crisis of the Repeal m.vement. This
orisis may be said to have passed, and if bas, we think
left the prospects of the Dominion brighter than they
have been for some months.

The capital of Nova Bootia—the City of Halitax—
has been quite & centre of attraction during the past
three weeks. The meeting of the Provincial Legisla-
ture, the Convention of the Anti-Union members of
both Houses, and the arrival on the scene of 8ir John
A. Macdonald, Sir George Cartier, Hon, Wm. Mc-
Dougall, Hon. Mr. Mitchell and other influential gen-
tlemen from a distance, rendered the oocasion one of
mpoh importance, particularly when it is remembered
that the fate of British American Union hung in the
balance. Telcgrams to the daily pross from Halifax
have lengthened out greatly of late, as the people in
the West have been anxious to get the news as to
what steps the Repealers proposed to take under the
peouliar circumstances in which they now find them-
selves placed. We have often heard of * Looking to
‘Washington,” but of late we have been * Looking to
Halifax,”” and we trust we may long continue to look
to it as the chief seaport of the Dominion.

We think the majority of the Anti-Unionists of
Nova Sootia deserve credit for the moderate oourse
whieh ther recent Conventjon took It is well known

is d d, yet if after that trial has been given,
they still ingist that it iz against the interests of Nova
Scotia, very few, indeed, would raise their voices
either against repeal or remedying the grievances
complained of.

There are many in Nova Scotia, who profess to
believe that Confederation is popular in the late Pro-
vinoe of Canada, because it will benefit the latter at
their expense. Never waa there a more incorrect or
unjust idea. We have never met a single public man
who did not believe that in a mere dollars and cents
point of view Ontario would loge more than she wouid
gain by being united to the Maritime Provinces. The
Hon, Mr, Tilley has shown that such is already the
fact with New Brunswick, and we doubt not the state
of the account with Nova Scotia would, if examined,
prove the same thing. The reason—and the omly
reason—why Confederation is so popular among us
is, that it affords the only hope of our preserving a
separate Political Existence, and building up a new
British American Nation on the northern part of this
Continent.

The decigion arrived at in Halifax-to seek repeal
only by Constitutional means—we regard as the turn
ing point of the Repeal movement. As England has
decided that Constitutional means will not avail until
some real objections can be adduced, the decision of
the Anti-Union party is tantamount to agreeing to
give Confederation a trial. We cannot but regard
this a8 & most hopeful circumstance. We have faith
in the Union. We believe a-fow years will prove it to
be as much jn the interests of Nova Scotia—if not
more~~than any other Province. To give it a trial,
then, is (in our opinion) to render the Union of Bri-
tish America indissoluble, and we earnestly hope that
result may flow from the moderate policy adopted at
Halifax. If such turn out to be the case, Mr. Howe
and his friends will in atter years have reason to feel
proud that they swayed the recent Convention in
favour of moderation and peace.

DANGEROUB EPIDEMIC,

REAT alarm has been produced throughout the
Western Btates by the appearance of a most
fatal disease among cattle, Hundreds of animals
have been carried off at different places by this dan-
gerous epidemic, the nature of which has not yet been
certainly asoertained, A Professor Gamgee pro-
nounoes it to be one of a group of infiammatory fevers,
known in England a8 Anthrax fever, and elsewhere
as Black Water, and iis effect upon cattle is speedily
evidenoed by s *“ drooping head, arched back, hollow
flank, ‘glarry’ oost, labogred respiration, running

at the nose and eyes, dark-coloured urine, and
frequently bloody discharges.”’ 1t appearsto be quite
as fatal as Rinderpest, very few cattle ever recovering
from-the attack.

From investigations which have taken place, it is
certain that the disease was introduced into Illinois
and other Western States by Texas and Cherokee
cattle. It has been clearly traced to these animals,
and steps bave been taken at several principal Western
Railway points to prevent any more of these cattle
being sent eastwards. It appears that about 1,200
Texas cattle came up the Mississippi River about the
Jast week of April, and it was not till about the lst
of June that any deaths occurred. Very soon after
this date, however, cattle began to die in considerable
numbers all along the route which the Texas cattle |
had passed—at .Bast, wherever they remained apy
lenyx'* of time, tho disease has made its appearance
iu"@eater or less severity. Quite a large number of
cattle have been killed at Pittsburg, New York, Chi-
cago, Tolono and other points, in order to prevent the
disease from spreading. It is sincerely to be hoped
these prompt measures will attain the desired end,
and that this continent will be spared the heavy loss
which Great Britain suffered from Rinderpest a few
years ago.

The Canada Gazelte of Saturday contains a procla-
mation prohibiting the importation of American cattle
into Canada in the meantime. Thisisa precautionary
measure to prevent the spread of the * Black Water””
into this country. This course may be necessary, and
it is is probably well, in an important matter of this
kind, to err on the eafe side; but we do not see by
the Western press that the disease has extended to
places where no Texas cattle have been, and the most
prompt and efficient means have been taken by tbe
American cities most directly interested, to prevent
the shipment eastwards of any infected cattle. Weare
inclined to think the chief danger is already past, and
we trust it will not be long until the Government will
consider itself justified in withdrawing the restrictive
order, as the caitle trade between the two countries
is already great'y hampered by the }aws in force.

OTTAWA AND LAKE HURON NAVIGATION,
E bave received a pamphlet, entitled, ** The
Interests of the British Ewpire in North
America.” It was compiled by a committee appoint-
ed at a meeting of several members of the Csnadian
Parliament, held in Ottawa last May, as & prospectus
of the objeots which the committee have in view.
These objects are the opening up of the great natural
highways through British American territory from
Montreal to the Pacific, via the Ottawa and tributaries,
the great lakes, the Saskatchewan, &c. More especial-
ly, the pamphlet before us points out the importance
and advantage of g0 improving the natural water-
courses of the Ottawa and the Matawan, and opening
the ication between them and Lake Nipis-
singue, as to allow of the passage from the great lakes
of vessels of 1,000 tons burden to Montreal or to sea.
The comparison of distances shews very greatly in
favour of this route, as against either the 8t. Lawrence
or Erie Canal routes, ¥rom Chicago to Liverpool by
the projected Ottawa River route, the distance is 3,663
miles, by the 8t. Lawrence 4,081 miles, aud by the
New York 4,491 miles. The saving of distance is &
saving of time, and consequently a saving of cost of
transportation, and the saving of time will be even
more in proportion as the total length of canals to be
passed would be greatly less than by the other routes.
1t is estimated that the cost of a ton of freight from
Chicago to Liverpool by the Ottawa, 8t. Lawrence,
and New York routes would be respectively $20.00,
$21.83, and $26.27, and that, taking the maximum
time of open water as two hundred and twenty days,
the number of trips a vessel could take Letween
Chicago and New York during the season would be
eight, from Chicago to Montreal by the St. Lawrence
would be thirteen, while by the Ottawa, nineteen trips
could be made.

We agree with the writer of this pamphlet in this
estimate of the importance, both commeroially and
from a military point ot view, of opening up a new
route through sparcely settled country at a distance
from our southern frontier. The weakest point in the
geographical position of the D is acknow-
ledged to lie in its great length from east to west con-
trasted with its narrownees from porth to south; and
it needs no wonderful amount of intelligenoce to per-
oeive that nothing will ever develope and settle up the
interior of the country unless means of communioation




