‘I'ne Report of the Spies

and their frowning strongholds. Caleb and Joshuan
had secen these ; but above them they had scen God,
and 80 were not afraid.

31-33. Wo be not able. The ten spies had seen
the terrible warriors and their strongly built fortreases ;
but they bad not lifted their cyes to see God, and
hence they were digsmayed. A land that eateth up,
ete.; “‘a barren and inbospitable land, utterly unable
to support its inhabitants.” Thus somo of the spies
went 8o far as to contradict the report of v. 27. Neop-
hilim (Rev. Ver.) ; o word probably meaning ** giaunts®’
(Rev. Ver. Margin), & description pointing to the great
sizo and ferocity of the sons of Anak ; literally,
*sons of neck, ' lung-necked peopls. The inbhabitants
of the Negeb wore long and lanky. As grazshoppers ;
an Esastern expression meaning * very small and help-
less,” liko “’flocks of kids™ (1 Kgs. 20:27),* a dead
dog" and "a flea’ (1 Sam. 24 : 14) and "a partridge,”
1 Sam. 26:20.

Tho Israclites’ acceptance of the advice of the ten
spies and its sad results arp told in ch. 14 : 1-25.

TEE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

GREAT Dend 2 In the peighborhood
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of HesroN, grape-vines
South ¥l are still on the terraced
e s‘:f"}g‘ggn& hillsides.  The terraces
Zin o] rise one sbove the other,
and there may be seen
s} onone of them & high
3| stone platform with a
shelter hut upon it, of
thosort called o ** tower "
ip Matt. 21 :33. At the
time of fruit gatberiag a
watchman stays in that
tower to be on the look-
out against thieves.
Grapes cost so much
tabor throughout the year, that the vineyard owner
needs to guard at vintsge time against wandering
Bedouins, who make plans to be about at so profitable
a scason. In the valleys between the hill-sides aro
orchards of olive trees.  Such slopes an 1 valleys must
bave looked ke a very paradiso to the ®sraelites who
bad come plodding all the way throis& the Sipai
peninsuls and tho desolate lands about thi: Dead Ses.
LRS8SONR QUBSTTONS

1,2 What command did Moses receive from the
Lord ? Who had first suggested the sending of spics ?
Whst wero these men to discover ? Show that this
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was 8 wise course. How were the spies selected ?

3, 25 Whenoe were the spiessont ?  Into how many
bands do they seem to have beca divided ? How far
did the first band go ? How far the second ? Name
the most famous member of the first band. Of the
second. Which band likely returned first 7 How long
had they been absent ?

26-29 What proof of Canaan’s fruitfulness did the
spies bring back 7 What did they say about the in-
hsbitants of the land ?

30 How were the Israolites affected ? By whom were
they quieted ? What did Caleb and Joshua counsal ?

81-33 Op what ground was their counsel set eside ?
To wbat decision did the Israclites come? Who can
enablo us to overcome all .obstacles, (Romans 8 : 31.)

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Have fighters for God ever been defeated ?
2. Give examples from the Bible of majoritics which
have been wrong. -

A LESSON FOR LIFE

“As grasshoppers,”’—pretty small and insignificant
creatures these are for men to liken themselves to.
And sometimes it is right to use such comparisops.
Set over against God's power, ours is like that
of the tiniest insect held between the fingers of a
giant. But when we go out, at God's biddiog, to fight
against His cnemies, we have no right to belittle our-
selvea. For then it is not our might that is going to
count, but His. And even if, like David, we have only
a sling and Gve stones Irom the brook bed, it is no boast-
ing to reckon ourselves a match for Goliath, bocsuse
we fight in the name of the Lord God of Israel.

Prove from Scripture—Tha! we should cultivale
courage.

8horter Catechism—Ques. 75. What is forbidden
in the aighth commandment ¥ A. The cighth command-
ment forbiddeth whatsoever doth or may unjustly
hinder our own or our ncighbour’s wesith or outward
cstate.

The Question on Missions—3. How maay people
are there in this territory 2 About 1,500,000. They
are a strong, inteliigent, friendly people, mostly
farmers, raiging rice, millet and soy-beans and. in the
roountairs, oats and potstoes. There aro also fisher-
men, shopkeepers and hanics. All live in towns
or villages.

Lesson BEymns—Book of Praise : 129 (Supplemont~
al Lesson), 304, 320, 100 (Ps. Scl.), 246 (irom Priam-
ARY QUARTERLY), 272.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. For what purpose were the twelve spiessentforth?. ... ..o ooy eeeeeetrareeen e



