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' Churchman, a fourth that he is a Wesleyan, a
j fifth that bo is & Congregrationnlist, a sixth that,
" o is a Baptist, a soventh that ho is a Presby-
' terinn,

Then, to, you are told now a-days, of ono
person that he is an Evangelical, of anvther that
ho is a High Churchman; this person is said to
bo a Fractarian, that person a Puseyite: one is
pointed ot as a “Rowanizer,” another ns a
. Germanizer.”  Sotoo, we hear of Bible Chris-
tiasus, Primitive Methodists, Plymouth Brethren,
and many others; to eay nothing of those who
pretend to more or less of sume new or special
Revelation, such as Mormaonites, or Irvingites,

Leave, if you wil), England, Ireiand, Wales,
[or Scotland, and go abroad; travel over the

world, and what do you discover? In the United
States of America nlone, you wonld find above
thirty difforent bodies of religionists, all calling
themselves Christains. Elsewhere you meet with-
" Roman Catholics, Greok Catholics, Lutherans,
Monwians, Afmenians, Nestoriaus, Copts, and
others; and these, too, all claiming to be Chris-
: tians, that i3, to bolong to the Church of Christ,

Now all this is very puzzling to plain people;
yes, and it perplexes uducated people tuo; they
can't tell what to make of it: and another great
wmisery that follows from this state of things is,
that it hinders multitudes of hoathens srom be-
coming Clhristiuns, and leads very manv who
" are not heathens to doubt whether there is any
truth at all in Christianity. It is snid, and with
somo show of truth—if the Christian religion
comes from God, how is it that Christians do
not agree among themselves? How comes it
that ong body of Christians is so unlike another{
Oue snys Imust believe this, another says I must
‘believathat. Isit likely, poople ask, that if Chris:
Lianity wero Divine, God would suffor men to
be so porplexed as to what is Christianity ?  And
#0, when those “ who profess and eall themeolves
Christians” offor to teach them their religion, a
yery -common answer is—* First go and agree
ameng yowrselves what you are to teach, and

hen 1 prowise to listen to you; til] then I had
beltér remain as I am, rather than e bewildered
© by such opposite teaching.”
. Now if matters were much worse than they
aro; if the. divicions anl oppositions among
Christians were far greater than at present, it
would not prove that what is called Christianity
; 34, not a Revelation from Almighty God. Dit-
Térences, oppositions, contradictions among its
professors, no more prove that it is not Divine,
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did not creata the world or make man. A wiso
,vaan, or-% thoughtful man, would enquire whe-.
Jther there was any cause sullicient to account for

the present copdition of the woild, and for the ]
-actyal state of Christianity jn the world. "The
{Bible, whiah le Lelieves to be God's Word,
- wonld: tell him, that svilfulness and disobediencs
had eauzed the one: it might not unmaturally
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than-misary,-sickness, and death.psove that God @‘1 m

"make him susgoct thatthey too would lead to
tha other, )

For indeed, if; as that same Bible tells us, the
_devil tempted man to wilfulness anit disubedi-
ence, aud takes pleasure in the wjsery which he
thus has caused, it is not wonderful that he
should also tempt Christians to wilfulness and
disobedience, lest Christianity should cure the
evils which the first man’s sin has brought into
the world. The fuct is, that Satan, the enemy
of Gu and of all good, has from the beginning
dona all he could to mar the work of Gud, and
to sproad ovil throughout the world; and this
fuct is quite enough to account for all that is amiss,
whether in the world or among Christians,

There is an end, then, to this objection, and
therefore it may be pnt aside.

But the question asked is, * What are you$"”
Itis a question which ought to have a common
answer, and though it is quite true that it does
not, it by no meaus follows that it cannot obtain
it. _Let us try, then, to find such an answer.

Now, if we wish to know how to describe
anything we see around us—what name to give
it—how to speak of it~~we must first of all try
to get some notion of its origin, its nature, or ity
history. '

Supposing then, for example, a crowd of hu-
man beings canie before us, consisting of people
old and young, male and female, from ditferant
nations and countries in the world. Supposing
too, that among that crowd were wise people
and fools, giants and dwarfs, well made and de-
formed, sane and insane, blind, lame, deaf, dumb,
diseased, and many others; people differing as
much as possible in appenrance and stature, and
age, and voice, and mabiers; and then suppos-
ing further, that we were asked to give some
common name to them wil; conld we much Joubt
what to call them? Should we not say, they
are Mex? Why should wé say so? Simply
because of their birth= they wersborn of woman.
The Bible calls, and we call every one “ Man
that is born of a woman.” So then, birth and
1 parentage it is, that gives the samo name now to
man, and to all other animals, which was given
“them in the day when they were created.
¥ But thero is another birth and parentage,
$which men receive besides their natural birth
and pareniage; and this new or chond birth was
;féant to give them a new natysetwhich should
%fit them to enter iuto & new community. 1800
waars ago, Oxe, Who being the Incarnate Son

i£2God, was callgd Jasus Christ, spake thus to
an of the Phariseer, named Nicodemus, a
Truler of the Jews,” who had come to Him forin-
stroction: Mo said, ¢ Verily, verily, I say unto
t’ﬁec,,c.\'cept a man [that is, any one], be born
.again, [that is,- from “above] he’ cannot see the
- kingdom of God.”  And when. Nicademus, not
understanding the Son of God, asked Him, how
any one could thus be born again, “Jesus an-
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swared, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, oxcept &
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