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THE WATERSHED OF EASTERN
ONTARIO.

Tho following is from Mr. R, . Phippe’
annual forestty report, published by the Ontario
Government, and continuod from our last issue:

Startug from Lakd Nipissing, wa find weo
must climb on tho engine to travel along tho
linoe nowly built. Passing on a littlo way, vo
soo terriblo ovidences of fire,  liero for miles,
far a3 tho cye can follow, is nothing but the
baro upright whitening trunks of great dead
pinos surrounded by worthless brasbwond. The
pive is of little uso after a firo~tho worms
attack the trees at once, aud destroy thon bo-
foro the lumbermen conld attemnpt to save thom,
Much valuablo timber has beon lost here.

" Arrived at the terminus, which,to savo cutting,
is soventy feot nbovo the water, the southoast
bay of Nipissing, stretching brad betwoen its
wooded banks, its surface datted with istands of
picturesque beauty, lies beforo us—tho geeat
oxpanso of water dark and tossing green below
~the evening sun touching island and forest
edgo with gold above. Here, from the mass of
logs, ncro brond, which float far below us, comes
n 8piked chain running in the bottom of an
inclined trough 140 fect long. Towards this
tho logs arc pushed by a pike-pole, thoy lio on
tho spikes of tho chain, are carried along, and
come up ono after another, & string of blark
and wet-looking monsters, reaching from water
to summit. Jfero thoy will be loadod dircetly
on tho cars, and, the fivo miles of railway past,
they can float down tho Ottawa.

Desconding to beach, the fureman and my
aelf onter a little green skiff and embark on
Lake Nipissing, where, threo miles olong the
shore, we are to sce a lumber camp just in
process of formation. Neither tho oars nor
the boat are of artistic formation, but tho boat-
man js powerful, the boat flies across the blue
waters, aud reaches o beach of white sand
and covered with stunted poplar and balsam.
Here, on a green bank of some height, a spaco
has been cleared, half o dozen tonts pitched,
trunke, luggage and tools lio all around, and
tho ubiquitous French cock, his big firo and Lig
kettles, are at work as unsunl al fresco in tho
centre. This stunted bush is rising on the burnt
rains of aonce waguificent pine forest. Yrom
hore to tho far distance there is littlo but brule,
ths poplar undergrowth, the innumerable lofty
trunks of dead and wornm-caten pine. (This
low poplar, it may bo remarked, is of the aspen
kiud, and the whole yellow landscapo of innun-
orable acres trembles and fluttersin the lightest
summer air.)  Tho fire which swept the country
hero has, however, spared some thousanda of
good pino trees in thisimmediato neighborhood,
and the object of tho camp 13 tn sevure those
which are sufliciently large. We walk a mile to
the resr, and watch tho prucess of erocting the
lumber shanty. They have ewcted, of inferior
or wormeeaten pinoe logs, four walls eight feot
Ingh, and are nuw roofing it with what aro called
scoops—trunks of pino trees flattoned and hown
into troughs, a double layer of which, the upper
1ayer iuverted to shed the rawn inte the lower,
forms tho roof.  Six stalwart choppers are cut-
ting tho grooves in these, while every now and
thon along tho track info tho bush comes a horso
at full trot, his driver ruuring by his side, a
frosh flatted log of white pine dragging smenth
1y on the ground belund fum

Opposito the mamn shauty will bo others for
stables and stores, and 10 a fow days the men
will boin ono, the horscs, provender and tools
in tho others, and tho winter work ct getting
out logy will commenco in carnest. What is
principally noticcable to the forester’s eyo in
tho whale operation 18 tho quantity of tree tops
and chips left everywhiere on thoe ground where
troes have been felled, thrown everywhore to
right and left where roads have been cut already,
when work is scarce begun.  We again take our
aXiff and roturn to our railway torminus, as tho
wshadows deepen over Lake Nipissing, Hero
wo s8co Mr. Booth, the brether of the somor
partner.

We stay hero all might, and w2 the morning
by rail, aud boat, roturn to Callender station,
Next day wo drivo a circuit of somo miles
round Calleuder, and find scttlers located in
pine forests, or g0 near them that ono fircis
pointed out as having burnt this summer a
length of five miles, brondoning so as to includo

tho pina etrip in which it was running, but
stopping at tho hardwood, as i8 often ita man-
nor.  Threo fires, of which I saw the romains,
have occur-ed in the parts of Mr. Booth's limits
supervised by Mr. Cahill this summer. Many
thousand dollars® worth have boon lost hore.
Nothing is more pitiful than tho aspect of thoso
burnt forests. ‘Tho pinos aro spectrea—tho soil
is burnt—all is gono. What is worse is, it goos
to obtain eo little. The wholo farm which is
obtained by the burning will eeldein give $50
rent n year for many years,

Tho noxt stago is to the north shore of Lake
Nipissing. Wo stay at Sturgeon Falls,
and 1 sco Mr. Mackoy, who holds oxtensive
limits here.

At tho village of Sturgeon Falls, a small
collection of now pino housos rising in all direc-
tions among & mass of atumps, surrounded by a
low forest of balsam and cedar, tho stream falls
ina succession of small and preturesquo cascades.
It is now all cleared land here, but this must,
when untouchod forest, have looked inexpres-
sibly beautiful,  Far removed from the sounds
of Iabor, or even tho presence of civilized man,
a lofty and secluded forest bordered either bank.
I¢ was a placo where tho Uenius of the River
might havo been fancied descending these whito
and foaming stops overarched with sylvan greon.
Now, it is a stream falling over some ridge of
rock, with a couple of sandy fields on each
sde.

In » bark canoc, paddled by a boatinan at
cither nd, all day long I go up this stream,
passing many o miloe of forest, yellow with
approaching fall, dropping thoir overhanging
leaves into the waves along which our cance
glides, silently, casify, but go slowly as over to
bring longings for the cedar skiffs of Toronto
Bay, their rattling rowlocks, the long sweep of
their oarg, and their treblo speod—passing many
a clump a..d stroteh of valnable pine, darkening
tall against the sky~many a great cliff of over
hanging granite, its summit one hundred feet
above; its lofty crags disjointed and threaten.
g to fall, but all, finn and loose, covered high
with pine, spruce and cudar, growing apparently
from rock along, their roots deep in crevices,
thuir shafts swaying in the fierco winds that
sweep along tho chif, but holding tonaciously
their placa—passing, too, many a long stretch
of burned land, whero innumaerable whitening
spectres of former pine treos fill the sceno from
the river back to the distant horizon—an inter-
minable array of ghastly trunks above, & mass
of tangled brush below, red and yellow with
the colours of autumn. Ths roar of rapids is
heard nhead, and presently here is a good
opportunty of sceing one method by which
lutnbermen pass these obstructions. Hero is a
loug cmbankment of high rocks extending
diagonally across, over which the siver used to
plungo ¢ two poiuts closo to cither bank. Mr.
Mackey, on whose limits woe now are, has built
all along throo fourths of this ledgoa mass of
crib work of heavy loge, faced against the cur.
ront with a great sheeting of other logs, smooth
and flat, stand on tho river bed and leaning
against the crib work. This, which is 200 fect
long, closes up ono opening, and runs tho river,
aud, of course logs in the dnving season, over
the other. Ovor this tho whole mass of the
Sturgeon river now goes with terrific force,
Even yet this fall is divided—one half—that
farthest from you as they stand on shoro—
falling perpendicularly—tho other rushing down
aslant— a bright green darting mass against the
whito foam boyond—as if & yroat sea monster
sprang perpotually through an eternal cauldron
~both together falling into a boiling gulf, rising
and falling inte whito cataracts sgain, till it
teara its way past tho enclosing rocks, and forms
again tho quict rivor below.

Up this cataract soinchow wo must get, and
now we see thesuperior points of the bark canoe,
I walk along tho bank past tho falls—tho two
mon casily shouldor the boat aad follow, and in
tho calm nver abovo wo ombark agaip, and
pursue our way up tho stream, till, some miles
further, wo reach the Smoky Falls, 50 called
from tho vast mass of vapor which overhangs
them, This foll is of unique beauty. Over
high rocks, diagonal, ag the other, across the
river, tho lovel torront pours, fallsin massona
great projocting ehelf not far beneath, and is

thrown ontward—a giant whirling semicircle of

foam. faling full bolow, etill confined by
sunthor sholf of granite crossing the river bed,
and bolling whito and over it to tho dopths
boyond, sacross which, benecath sun, a bright
rajubow ever glows—tho whole accompaniod by
a volume of sound scarcely imaginable.

Othor sounds, howover, rise above it as we
look—a porfoct uproar of yelling and scraping
on tho hard rocks—and horo are a large party
of lumberors, a8 many a8 can cling on all sides of
a forty foot boat and pull it with ropos ahead,
dragging it by main force over the portage—
hioro a hundred feot riso and fall of solid rock,
Ono of them hurriedly hands us a lotter to post,
and away thoy go screaming in Fronch, shout-
ing in Lnglish, down the mountain sido, to
embark again for their winter .smp high on the
banks. Horo on this beach lio all tho trunks,
barrols,conspicuous sro monster ones of molasscs
—tonts and blankets, axes and augers—a mass
of matorial ominous to many a grove of giaut
pine whose branches thé north wind, their
visitor for over two hundred years, shall shortly
know no more., But we must retraco our stops.
On our way back we examine a lumber camp of
last winter. 1t is reached by a path from the
wator’s edge up a gulloy to the lovel. Hero is
th scene of square timber ‘ gotting out,” and it
shows but too well how much is wasted, Hers
lie many great logs of good pine, threa feot
through, epoiled by duep cuts made to seo if tho
heart was sound, witheut which it would not
answer for squared timber, though quite good
for sawing purposcs. Hero are short cnds—
nino, eight, seven, and four feet, in multitude,
cut off to leave a sound stick, loft to rot, though
excollent for board, lath aund shinglo purposes.’
And here, above al), is such a compound mass of
heads of trecs, lying with their branches drying
in tho air, acres of them nearly, strewn through
the woods—such piles on piles of chips aund
rubbish as to leave no doubt of the inflatmnable
nature of lumber delrise.  ‘The lying timber in
the untouched forcst is not so. Wo advance
into it, near by, where no trees havo been cut.
What is here is not equally dar:gerous, Allis
moro or less covered with moss or damp. Ignition
would bo here diffizult—there very casy.

From theso notes of the precediug journey,
somo idea will bo had of the scouery and
surroundings, among which the lumbormen
carry on their hardy trade. It would, however,
take ycars to visit, in the manncr sketched, all
the lumbering rogions of Ontario, which are
wide strotching and often difficult of accoss,
whilo the men employed in procuring and
sawing tho timber form many small armies of
no insignificant numbers. It i3 not uncommon
for a lumbering firm to employ from a thousand
to fifteen hundred men, and there are many
firms. These men will be under the chargo of
perhaps half a dozen furemen, who will each
have his district, his depot for supplies, and his
shanties crocted at the numerous points where
his men ave chopping, such as we have scen
them some pages back.  Winter and summer,
throughout immease territories, along o thous.
and rough-bewn roads, up a thousand streams,
supplics aro pushing their arduous way to the
lumber camps, with, a8 Horace says, ‘‘what
toil of mon, what sweat of horses,” can scareely
be conceived, All wintar the axes resound, tho
pine trecs fall at a mullion difforent points, and
all summeor again great argosies of logs float
to Quebee to await shippiog for Europo; or,
stopping at Ottawa, or some inland point, are
sawed, distributed through Canads, or sent to
States, }

In the tour previously partly sketched, (for of
coursc many pluces wers visited, and many
opinions obtained, besides what space would
allow to quote) I found that two suggestions
scom to hava presented themsolvos to tho minds
of all who considerod the question of preserving
our fino forests,  First, increasing tho number
of men cmployed in summor to watch the forost
and provent fires, Next, tho setting apart of &
portion of teritory for forest exclusively.

After placing myself in communication with
thoso bost acquainted with tho localitics, I have
obtained tho following opinions, which appear
unanimous, namely :—That thero is but one
territory in Ontario south of Lake Nipissing
where tho lnst schemo can bo carried out, which

aro botweon twenty and thirty townships with
fow or no sottlora. There aro also thare valuabls
pino forcats, Spoaking also from & forestry
point of viow, irrcspoctive of the lumbering
interest, T should bo glad to soe this portion
kept in forost, as it is ono of tho chiof water.
sheds of Ontario, and nourishes many stroams
flowing north, vast, south and west, which, of
courso, Aro of goeat value to tho cultivated aroas
through which thoy flow. Ar. Russell, of
Pembroke, Crown timber agont for tho region,
defines it as ‘¢ Commencing at township No, 3
of Nipissing— Elota, Maris, Head, Rolph,
Wylic and MoKay in Renfrew, oxtending weat
to townships Lsurior, Paxton, Butt, Hunter and
Pock, inclusive.” If sottloment at any border.
ing point has madoe progress, which cannot be to
any great oxtent, the rescrving line could bo
drawn to suit it. Much of tho region is unfit
for agriculturc, but would bo very valuablo it
kopt in forost.

It appoars to mo that throughout tho whols
country visited, as well as, from roport, many
parts adjacont, scttlors are too apt to Jocate
themselves on so0il unifit to ba of lasting value
for agricultural purposes. It is ovidont thatif
this could t~ chocked by directing thesc man to
better and separate localities, it would tend
groatly to reduce the number of forest fircs, for
sottlement nocessitates the uso of five in clear
ing, and, espocilly when at all carelesaly
managed, the firo is too likely to get ‘beyond
contro), and spread far into valuable timber,
Such mon as were retained in summer to watch
fires could, I shonld think, in certain localitics,
being themselves woll acquainted with the
country, direct settlors to proper sections, and
act in conjunction with tho Crown land agent
in charge. It has beon suggested, also, that if
eottlors who sot out fire wero obliged to give
thoir nzightora notico, proof could then always
be nbtained as to whether it was dono carefully
or not. The general opinion is that lumbermen,
sottlers and sportsmen are alike too oftan care.
lessin the use of fire, and that eomno moasure
should Lo teken to enforce the provision of the
Tire Act by all. This, and the suggestion
concerning a rerarvation of land in thoe Nipis
sing District, are the two measures I consider
noeded, as far as the country south of Lako
Nipissing is concerned. It is important that
somo stops should Lo taken in tho matter, as the
loss by fire is very large.

AUSTRALIA.

The wonthly circular of Mesars, Lord &
Huges’dated Melbourne April 2nd, says :—

Sinco our last circular, dated 11th ultimo, we
have to report moderate offerings of all dos.
criptions of timber at auction, and tho demand
has been met by imparters at about prices
ruling at dato of last circular; imports have
boen on a liboral scale, and have fully met
roquiremonts.

Deliveries from the yards have been regular
and large, and the trade generally is in a healthy
condition, demand still continues for building
purposes, whila building allotments at the vari.
ous land gales aro sought after eagerly, the
indication of which i8 continuation of building
operations.

Rep Drars.~—Imports: 255 standard, 13,250
pieces from the Baltic, Tho arrivals havo been
Govalia from Hudiksvall, and Veritas from
Gothenburg. There have been no public sales
since our last advico. Stocks in first hands are
heavy and sales difficult to effoct.

Srerck Drars.—Imports: 179 pieces spruce,
2,412 pices Baltic white. Arrivals have boen—
Ariadne from Boston, and Veritas from Gothen-
burg. Ou the 26th ult. the cargo ox Lako Lee
man was all gold by auction, 9x3 spruce real-
izing 2§d. per foot ruuring of 9x3; 11x3 rod
pino at 33d., 933 at 53d. to 3d. ; the ory other
sales being parcels ex Haroldine and Penobscot,
9x3 spruco at 3d., 21x3 at 8}d., and 8 7-16d, per
100t 9x3.

Onegon TiMpeER.— Imports: 1,951,637 foet
super. Tho arrivals have boon Dunstaffnage,
Nchemiah Gibson and Fleetwing ; tho cargo ex
Dunstaffnage comos to tho order of ono of the
trade, and goes into yard for consumption. The
only sale by auction has beon cargo ox Frosno
on 20L ult., at prices ranging from £6 7s, 6d. to
£5 15s.

is » part of the Nipissing Distxict, whoye there

Liynegp,—Importa: Clear pine, 308,126 foet
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