14

el. Up to the sommencement of the present l
commercial depresion there were <o muny
promising openings fur young men, und so tnuch -
eneryy and excitement in all depmrtments of
business, that no doubt mauy yone men were
drawn into the current, and were Jed to give
their attention to business purenits,  Awain,
there Is nodoubit that the utterly inadequate stic
pends of winisters hnve deterred inany ingenu.
ous and honatable soung men, who wight have
thought of the ministry, but have heennbsolute-
Iy kept tuck by the thought, that they ehould
never beable to riseabove the starvation point,
sor be able to support, in nuy decent degree of
comfort, either themselves or those dependnnt
upou them. In this respect a parsimonions
ehurch may have robbed God of many useful
ministers,

DBut another cause is to be found in the in-
difference, the coldness, and the worldliness of
parcnse, who have not, like holy fathers and
mothers in other dnye, devoted their sons to
tlte service of God, and used all right means for
leading them lo give themaelves to the Lord, and
to the Chureh which Ile has purchased with
his own bloed. Unquestionably, were there
more, who like the mother of Samue). devoted
their children to the service of the Lord, we
should not Le so often at a loss for pious and
weil qualified missionaries to go forth to the des-
titute portionsof the figld. Their vows, their
prayers, their parental training, their holy
influcnces, would not be in vain, In looking
back oa the history of the Church iu titues
past, how many instances can we point to,in as
showing the impottance and effect of parental
dedication. The Rev, Pr. Jacobns, in a report
on this subject to the Synod of Dittsburgh,
published in the Banner and Advocate, refers
to a number of such instances. After dwelling
at rome length on the gencral subject, he pro.
ceeds:—

** We would only urge, in conclusion, the strik-
tng racrs which 85 auest the importance aud
value of such parental dedication. Tne Celo-
brated John Newton testifies: I have been
told, that from my turth my prous moathor had, in
ber miad, devoted me 1o the winistey ; aad tha,
had she lived untl I was of a pruper ag», T was
to have been nent to St Aadrews, in Scotland,
12 be educated ; but the Lord had appo:nted ather-
wise. She died hefure [ was seven years of age.’
Yet, mark the uaming of which lie testifirs:
“When I was four years ald, I could tep-as the
answers to the questions in the Shorier Catreh.
isun, with the proofe, and ail Dr, Wauts’ sinaller
eatechisme, with his children's hymns,” ‘This
was the power of that parental dedrcation 1n
such daily teaining, not only for the minisiry, bu:
for heaven. How the haud of a covenant” God
wronght with himn through all his after impie.
ties, and withall the pa:siatency of a Diwvine or-
dination, cliecked, disciplined, and reclaimed
him, till he became an able and faithiu! minister
of the New Testament, aceording to that pious
mother’s {rayer, is a notable chapter in the an-
nals of the Church,

“The biographers of Rev. Jokn Belfrage,
remarked, thac his Christian mather Jahoured 1o
prepare him for the sacred offiee—to forin pious
sentiments in his mind, and to cherish devour
feelingw in his heart. She marked, with plea.
sure, her son's eatly inclination for the ministry,
which bed beco awaked by ineans of her vwn

= ITITN T L e lUAIToLT

The Vcclesiastical and Missionary Record.

eem

T —

eariy rehgiou=llecnce s upon hnm.  Aceording | from any indifference to the henefits likely to

¢y, wheo, at a esitable age, he was sent 10 the

Coilege of Edwborgl, it pleased Gad to work

i lam the grnces of a Chrstean character, and |

he became a devoted and  Faithfnl miniver of
Chrat, after Ins pivus mather hod bernt 1ad in
the dunt,

e, Clawdiug Buchanan was, from his child-
lioad, devated by Ins parems tothe ministry. e
was, however, a reckless youth, and puisued a
course of wandering through several years, until,
at length, the God af Newlon brought himn to at.
tend on the ministry of that reclaimed wander-
er, and he wasled 10 Clirist. It wason hearing
a sermon from the passage in Isarah: ¢llow
beautiful upan the mountaans aro the fre’ of him
that bringeth goud tdings,’ hat all s early par-
ental dedication to th» nunistry forced its If up-
on lus heart.  [le becamo, at length, a preacher
of the Gospel in Enaland, ke afterwards filled an
imporiant post in India, asan heiald of tho
Crosa,

‘Tt je recorded, also, of the celebrated Philip
Henry, 1hat his godly mather davoted him, in
his 1ender years, to the service of God in the
wotk of the ministry ; und thouzh she died be.
{ te ho was fourieen years of age, he alwnys
apoke of her as being ta him, what Tmuthy's
mother and grand maother were 10 him—ace
quaiming him with the Scriptuzes from his ehjl)-
hood. She praved with him daily; catechized
him, and thus laid the foundation for his futare
ucelulnes: in the great and holy wark to which
she had devated him.

“ Of the Rcv, John Bailey, who was a fai-hful
minister of the Gosprl in Ireland, and in New
England, it is recorded that his godly mother de-
dicated him to the servive of God in the Gospel
ministiry fiom his catliost maments, e was ac-
cordingly trained in a way befilting such a sacred
aim, and troin being reared like Timathy, he be-
came, like him, an eminent minister of the New
Testament.

“ We add the name ofthe celebrated President
Davies. His mother, saya his hiographer, touk
example from the mother of the Prophet Samuel,
and vowed a vow unto the Lard, that if he would
indeed give her & manchild, she would devote
him 10 hie service allthe daysof his ife. Hence
he was ealled Samuel. At tweive years of age,
itis remarked that hie was more ardentin his
supplications for being introduced into the Gea-
pel minimry, than fur any other thing, ¢ The
event prove ! says President Finley, 1 his ser-
nion on his death, ¢that God accepted the con-
sccrated boy—tovk him under fus special care—
furnished him for, and employed him in the ser-
vice of his Charch—praspered his Inbors with
remarkable succeas, and not only blessod him,
but made himself a blearing.”

We commend the subject to our ehristian
fathers and mothers, urging them to giveita
prayerful consideration. The spiritual inter-
ests of themselves and of their children, the
prosperity and extension of the Church, and
the glory of God, are deeply, vitally invelved.
Let them lay the matter then to heart, and,
uot grudgingly, but like Hannah,—of a ready
mind, cousecrate anew their sons to the service

of their covenant God.
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UNION WITH THE UNITED PRESBYTE.
RIAN CHURCHL

We have litherto abstained from making
any remarks on the subject of union with the
United Presbyterian Church, or with reference
to the steps which are at present being taken
with the view of bringing about this result.—
V7e have taken this course, not from any feel-
ing of opposition to the movement, noy

result from such a consurmmation, it from a
desire to aveid any thing, which might commit
the Chureb in any way, and especinlly from
conviction that the matter was in good hands,
and that entire confidence might be placed
both in the views, and in the judicions action
of the Committec appointed hy the Synod.
These reasons hiave led us to avoid any discus-
sion of the subject, and to decline the publica-
tion of sundry communications addressed to us,
Nor do we mean now to pursue a different
course, Weare still of opinion, that, in the
meantime, the Committee may bie hest left to
carry on the work with which it hasheen
charged. But we cannot refrain from express-
ing our satisfaction at the munner in which
the negotiations have been eatried on, and, we
would say also, at the result of the late meeting
of the juint Committees, We need not refer
specially to the topies then dizcussed and set-
tled, ne between the Conmmittecs, They were
published in our lust number. Looking at the
resolutions agreed to by the Synod at its Jagt
mecting, and the resolutions of the joint Com-
mittees, we are of opinion that the most diffi-
cult part of the course hns been traversed, and
that if no unexpecte ” dificulty is introduced, a
favorable result may be Lefcre long anticipa
ted, If both Synods agree on what has been
dene, the remnining points 1aay be regarded as
merely mtters of detail and arrangement,
which niay require friendly and judicions con-
ference, but can scarcely occasion serious diffi-
aulty.

Most certainly the result of & union on a
proper basis could not but prove most benefi-
cial to the interests of Preshyterionism and of
religion itself. We should be in a better posi-
tion for prosccuting the work, both at home
and abroad, Our various Evangelistic and
missionary schemes would be strengthened and
censolidnted, and o fresh impetus given to the
cauee of truth. Let our people then seriously
look at the matter,—a matter which most inti-
mately concerns them, Let them take that in-
terest in it which becomes them, aud not neglect
to pray that a right direction may be given to
the present movements, and that they may be
brought to sucha conclusion as may be most
for the glory of God, anl the advancement of
the cause of righteousness and truth.

INDIA MISSION.

Forcxp DiscoNTINUANCE OF THE Canapa Mis-
sloN—R&TrRy of Rev, G. Stevassox 1o Scor-
LaNp—LETTER YoM D, Dyrr.

The India Miwion in which our Church %o
recently and hopefully engaged, has been ab.
raptly closed. Mortifying asis this result, it
is a cause of submission, if not of comfort, that
it lins been oceasioned by events against which
no foresight or prudence could make provision,
and which hLave unexpectedly rendered the
interior of Bengal extremely unsafe for British
Christians. Letters have been received from
Mr. Stevenson dated Calcutta, 215t August and
“th September. He describes the state of



