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many olders, and somo smmisters, humble, undor & conscrousncas of their
own deficiencios.

About the middle of last century, tha views of rehigions Preshyterians
in all denominations, with regard to Prelacy, were very different from
what they are now, They reganded tha I'relatic or Episcopal Church as
being much the same as the Popish.  ‘T'his arose from the fact, that the
Episcopacy of Scotland was much more allied to the Chureh of Rome
than Buglieh Fpiscopacy 3 or rather that, daring tho time of the peesecus
tion in tho sevcnteenth centuty, it was nothing short of Popety under a
prelatic name.  Tudeed, there never was persccution more cruel and
savago than that which was conducted in Scotland for twenty-cight
years before the rovolution, with a view to support Prelacy and extirpate
Presbyterianism. It is therofore not to be wondered at that, for a cene
tury aftcrwards, tho Scottish repugnanco to Episcopacy coutinued keen,
and that the very iuea of giving it tho smallest countenange was consi-
dored inconsistent with a christian profession, This was strikingly seen
in a case of discipline which came to tho Associato Syned in 1750. A
member of Mr. Fishor's congregation, Glasgow, being a mawn by trade,
becamo the undertaker for erocting an Episcopal Church in that city,
This gave great offencoe to his bretheen of the congregation, as well as
to scrious Prosbyterians in the Fstablished Church ; and it was consi-
dered an extraordinary thing that & member of the Secession Church
should lend any hand in tho building of an Episcopal Chapel. 'Tho
mason was dealt with by tho minister and session, and urged to renounco
tho undertaking; but ho persisted in it, and at length declined tho
authority of tho church. The case,however, was cunsidered sufiiciontly
important to warrant aynodical consideration, and the Synod gave a de-
liverance, which, although it precisely accorded with the sentiments
then cntertained, would perhaps oxcito surprise, or oven ridiculo now.
Tustead of considering it & mers mattor of sceular business, in which tho
workman had no intercst except to carn & subsistenco for his family, it
was viowed as giving countenance to superstition, as making innovations
on God's worship prohibited in tho second commandment, and even as
equivalent to the erecting of high places for sacrifico under the Old Tes.
tament disponsation, which God condemned. ‘T'hey thereforo considered
the undertaker as highly censurable, and as inadimissible to sealing
ordinances 1ill ho profossed his sorrow for o offence and scandal of
whicli he had been guilty.

Wo have adverted to tho death of the Rev. Ralph Erskine, by which
this denomination sustained a govers loss.  After a short illness, this
cminently talented and pious minister died at Dunfermling on the sixth
of November, 1752, in the sixty-cighth year of his age. The memory of
the just i3 hlessed. 'This man of God was distinguished for tho highly
evangolical strain of his preaching. It was his great ain to magnify
tha grace of God in the salvation of sinners, and to honour Christ. His
writings, both proso and verse, have been admired by the godly of all
religious denominations.  He mourned over the breach in the Sceession,
and it is said had more sympathy with those on tho oppesite side than
any of his brethren. He lived respected and beloved by all, and his
Joath was the cause of general lamentation wherever ho was known.
Amoug the last words ho was heard to utter, he said, ““ T will bo fur ever
a debtor to freo grace.”  And ho breathed out his immortal aoul ex-
claiming, “* Victory, victory, victory.”

When his brother, tho venerably father of the Seccession, Ebenczer
Erskino of Stirling, heard of his death, ho <iid, “And is Ralph gone?
He has twice got tho start of mie ; he was first :n Christ, and now ho is
firet in glory.”

In less than two years aficrwards, the Rev. Ebenezer Erskino himself
was alsd called into the joy of his Lord.  This was an equally trying
dispensation to the Church, reminding themn that the Lord's work is not
to depend on iostruments, but on his own power and grace. The health
of Ebenezer had heea for omac timo on the decline ; and his constitution,
originally vigorous, had beeu gradually yiclding to the infirmities of age,
To relieve him in part from the arduous duties of his charge, his aflec-
tionate congregation had called and reccived his nephew, Mr. James
Erskine, as his colleague in January 1752. Mr. Erskine himself preached

_one of the sermons ou the occasion of the ordination, but afier that ho
was seldom able to officiate. Having been for some time unable to
preach tbrough growing infirmity, his people expressed a desire to sec
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him ones mare in lus pulpnt. 1o accordingly wont from his bl winl
adireasad them for half an hour from that text, 1 Kaow that my
Redeomer liveth ™ The disconrse had boen proparml with a view to
improve the death of hus brother Ralph.  1ha last sermon waa proachol
from s bed, the company having asemblal 1n his rvom, whete ho
baptized a clulld, after having diswoursed from Paabin lviiic 14, * This
Gond is vur Gud for ever and over, ho will bo our guido even unto doath.”
With this approprate subyoct he had provivusly expressod a wish to cluso
Lis public winistzationy.

‘The exoreiso of g eminent minister on his doath-bod was deeply
interesting.

* Hia private converaation,” says De. Frazor, his biogeapher, © with
telatives and other kil enquirers, dusing his last illucde, was al onco
chieerful and edifying. o often expressad himself in fanguage 1o this
offect. ¢1 havo always found my times of sovero affliction my bast
times ; many blasts | have euduted through life , but 1 had this comfurt
under them, a good G, a gowld conscience, a gowd cause.’  When ono
of his clders thus accosted him,—* Sir, you have given us many good
advices, may I ask what are you now domg with your own soul i
o1 am just doing with it,’ he rephad, « what 1 did forty years ago, am
resting on that word, « I am the Lotd thy God'  Anuther fricud, sur-
prised at tho scrcwmty and cheetfulness lio possessad in the immediate
view of death and cternuty, pat tho question, * Sir, aro you not afrail of
your sins I ¢ [udeed, na,” was lus answer, *over sinco [ know Christ 1
have thought highly of iy pronuses and dutis, nor am 1 slecishly afeaid
of my sins’

» T several fricnds why wero conversing with hun one aftetoon, he

oxpressod his assurance of petfect bliss m the fullowing memorably
words :—* 0, sirs, my body is now becoma a very disagreeablo habitation
for my soul, but when my soul goes out of my body, it will as naturally
fly into tho bosom of Joaua, a3 o stones will fall to the centre.’ ‘Lo hin be-
foved childeen ho uubosumed fumsolf 0 the et endeating manuver,
mingling consolation with lug dymg counsels. < Thongh I dic, the Lodd
liveth ; T have known more of my God simce [ camo to this bed than
through all my life.

“ Daring the might on which he finished .9 oarthly carcer, Mrs. Fisher,
having come from Glasgow to vinit her dying father, was sitting in the
apartinent where hio lay, and engaged ia reading. Awakening from
a slumber, ho said, < What book is that, my dear, you are reading §*
1t is your scrmon, father, she rephied, ¢+ on that toxt, * I am the Lord thy
God? ¢ woman, sad ho then, “that is tho best scemon 1 ever
preached I'he discourse had proved very refreshing to himsolf, ax
well a3 to many of lus hearers. A few mnutes after that exprassion
had ‘allen from lus hips, ho requested s daughter to bring the table and
candlo near the bed ; and having shut hus eyes, and land hig hand under
his cheek, ho quictly breathed out lis soul into the hands of his Re-
deemer, on the sccond of June, 1751, Had hie lived twenty-four days
longer lio would have finished tho seventy-fourth year of his age; and
had o been spared threo months more he would have completed the
fifty-firat year of his ministry, having resided twenty-cight years at
Portmoan, and nearly twenty-threo at Stialing,

“Thy death of Mr. Erskine was deeply lamentad by the wholo
Church. ‘They felt that they had st their head and father, and ono of their
brightest ornamenta. 1o was distinguished by a dignity of munner, a
preposdessing appearance, and a ready eluquence, which, with his evan-
gelical strain of doctrine, mads him popular a4 a preacher with all
classes. “The Rev. Adam Gib of Edinbargh, having asked a brother in
the ministry if he had ever heard Ebenezer Erakine proach, being an-
swered in the negative said, ¢ Well then, sir, you never heard the goapel
in its majesty.” "

(T be continued.)
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‘The substance of this important work was delivered from the pulpit
by its venerated author, in seven monthly lcctures, on the cveniugs of
the Lord’s day. Sush a courso of lectures was rendered necossary by
the revival, especially in large citics, of somo of the worst forms of the
old infidelity, and by the importation from Germany of those neclogice’



