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UNITARIANISMI.

IIE real spirit or essence of Unlita-r-
t. nsi aour Innis the effort t()

imnitate the lufe and character af Jesuis
Ch:.ist after the pattern of orclinarY hecro
woarslipers. Christ is their hIwv, and, by
study ing Ilis character and memrorizing
1-lis preccj)ts, they try ta al)proxiniate to
1Iis lire by imiitating the anc and practie-
ing the other. This thicy do withouit
iiaking any l)rCtClce about securing spec-
ial spiritual pow'cr, or the beniefits of an
atanement. It is Conifucianism w-ith Chriist,
hnstcd of Confucius as the ariixatar of
the isili.

It is flot at ail likecly that maiîy Unitar-
ians will accept this characterization as cor-
rect, and yet it %vill be far casier ta repu-
diate it in w~ords than in argument. Look
at the matter more in detail andi this aur
portraiture will bcL sccn ta be more andi
more lifelike as wve continue the examina-
tion.

Christ, according ta thecir crecd, 'vas a
man of like passions wvith thcmnselves, ai-
thoughl the brc;t af the race, hi-- precepts
the very best ever uittered, his private and
public lle the maost fauitltless cer lived in
the %vorld. AIl thon that I-l could pas-
sibly be ta thern, according ta this creed,
is a pattern, an exaz;mplo, ta bc capied just
as the sehool boy copies a first class speci-
mon af writing. The copy is the resuit af
the ogaesart but the sehalar is ta imi-
tato it %vitli bis pen, andcihence is flot re-
quired tr) equal its ececllenice, he is only
requircd ta approximnate nearer and nearer
ta it as lie gradually impraves his hand
writing.

The mnethod by wvhich Christ. Sucoeecded
iii living this '*tc is uttcrly and intentionally
ignorod. The engravers art is presumned.
ta be a myth, and this perfect capy is pre-
sumed ta be the work of pen and ink.
Thev nover aspire ta the art ai engraving,
that is ta the method wvhereby Christ sat
the perfect copy. Their creed has only ta
do îvithi the resuilt, nevei wvith the method.

1-Ic--cc the, flot only do ilot succeco in pIr-
fectly iniiitatinig, i.e. equaling thc original

C.1~,but tIhc, are content that it sliaulcl
b:ý so. 'ihe ciC42d is br-otgli,, clow' to their
practice, and so a sl)cCie. of soul rest is the
outcorne of thepr)e.

l'ihe diffrence between this crcocl and
Trinitarian cr-eds is, that wvhilst the one
does flot, even iii prctence, or ifi (lefiIl 1itl.o,
r&jtuirc eqalt lît the original copy,
the other docs. And so, when the
copy is not eua cd, aspirations aftcr such
resuit arc in arder, and exhortations to
secure it are flot consiclercd silly.

But here the dlifférence, as a gcneral
truth, ccases, for J. ninitarian aiid Unitarian
alike, as a rul, strive to copy Christ's ex-
amlple, but not I lis mncthod. To both
alike thcenga ' -art is assumcd ta bc
a myth. The one attenipts only ta ap-
proach in excellence to the set copy and
professes to be satisfiedi with such approxi-
mation as in fuil hiarniony %vith bis creed,
the othecr attemnpts to equal the copy, but
by the sanie methocis, and fails, and yet
professes to bc disappointed %vith the
resuilt as flot in hiarniony with bis creed.

To fimitate the truc mnethoci by gaing
fuirther and aclopting the metbods of the
engraver is not practiced, or even thaughit
af by cither creedist, ancd so the resuit w~ith
both is complete, continuous failur, to
equal the original copy.

XVc n,.ver reali1.cd the similarity, in this
essential respect, betwveen these twvo forms
af creed sa vividly as xvlihen, last Sabbath
cening, listenin g ta a sermon in St. James
Hll, by the leader of wvhat is called " The
forwvard movernen»t." Rev. Hugli Price
Hughes, when discoursing ta bis immense
audience, gave the different initial steps
wvhich inen and womcn should take to live
Christ-likze lives, viz., repentance concemning
ail tie past, icluding restitution whiere
needful, confession ta, God, and faith. And
nawv camne up the question of the future
life, after these steps were taken. We
found ourself listening carefully and with
hopefulness in the ascendent. But ,.ve
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