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maagcant superstitions of the Indians, of
w’f}?&i th‘oibp qr; a# many as among my
oaeMtrywiei inthy Eniorald 1slo, 1 shall re-
Lato tho following, as] hn%’ened to be per-
sonlly concarned init, A fino Indian-youth
of shining c’opg‘or colour, with hair of jet
foving down his shoulders, called at the
geoat gato of the house at which I lodged,
angd requested ¢ for tho lovo of Maria San-
tigaima {** to be permitted to passinto my
roduk, for ho'had a subject of infinite impor-
tanco (‘suma imoortancis) to communi-
oato.~-He. pagsed on, and ontering my
raons, throw himself on his knees in an
attitude of'supplication, from which I with
difficulty raised him, saying, that that was
thoposture for addressing heaven, but not
ma, Ho rpptied, that *I could now be of
moroe usp to him than. Heaven: and implo-
red writh toars in his oyes, that I might as-
aert to his prayer.
was all amazement, and after forcing
the man to rise from his kneeling posturo,
he qaid, ¢ Ho was a scrvant of the Conde-
s, who had turned him out of her house
in consequcnce of a silver dish having been
gtolon last might, and his fellow.servant
haviugv accused him of being the thief. He
kaow,'* hesaid, that I was in possession of
an aymadille, which had discovered to me
o A& furmer occasior the thiel who had
stolén my silvor plaies. He now threw
himaeelf pgain on his knecs, and prayed that
¥ wauld consult the armadillo as to the
thoft. & thoreby relieve him from a charge,
of, which I should spon know that ho was
altogether innocent,’” Being aware ofthe
gtrange superstitions of the Indians res-
gsbtm;? theso little animals, and having
extd- ssveral curions stories concerning
thend, thisapplication was nut altogether
aeurptivoto me. I; however, assured the
Yadizathatd did not possess an armadills,
5 oply. thoshell of one which I produced
ia thahope of satisfying him on that point;
by I.vyas mistaken, for he insisted that
¢C{t wray, woll known I'had one alive, and
that by mozns of 1t hnd detected the thief
wiid atole the pick-axe, as also several o-
ther thinga in Potosi, and that I was
imithe habit. of conversing with it every
?ggi‘,aextwolw a'clock.”
stgation of my balief that if I did I could
gein o _information from it, seemed only
te dittréos the Indian, without producing
eay cotiviction of the unreasonableness of
hiktequest, which he felt persuaded I re-
fasbd because it was not accompanied with
afoa. He pleaded poverty, but vowed
Rriggeryices in ary way that I should think
Bt (o command, If I would but consult my
iafallible oracle, which it was in vain to
deny that I possessed, for ‘‘my nocturnal
cdhvergilions with the armadillo were no-
torioes through the whole neighbourhood.”’
Thb-oarnestness of the Indian so plainly
bespeke His honesty, that I was induced
to intercede with good old lady Condesa,
end-had him restored to favour. He was
ai}gmp.rds Y:oved to bs innocent.—[ Tom-
plo‘e Travelsin Pery, ]

“Givé us something new,® siys tho

My assuranca.
posgessed no armadillo, and the de-.

ublic. ¢“Hore are original commnica-
tions,”’ sayd tho paper. ¢t Aniavitation,”
crios the patentse, ¢ Mew fashions,” o-
cho from the high priests of coats and
frocks, But pritheo, isthero afler all, any
ono ‘‘track untrodden before,” fur the
footsteps of this sage generation?  Invain
does the romantic swain dio in rhyme, in
ono cornor of a country newspaper ;

Tho courss of truo love nevor wid run smooth.

and ladios have been fickle, and poets very
wretched, over since time began, In vain
are wliole villages burned, and fair maid-
ens carricd off, and cannon, small swords
aud Indian scalping knives, with the whole
machinery of blood and murder, put in re-
quisition through column after column of
¢“tales' and ¢ sketches,”" it is alas, o repe-
tition of what we have had nincty-nine
timey already. We havo couches raised
by magic, and boats moving by invisibles,
and so had they in days of yore. Wo ar-
ray ourselves in the {utost fushions a la
Friancois, promenade Broadway, and veri-
ly believe the wise man was moon struck
when he said ¢ there is no new thing un-
derthe sun’’—when lo! Jorth sturts the
wardrope of our great grandmother from
the sleep of a century, and puts its poor
counterpart to shame, Surely there is no-
thing new on earth.
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¢ What cannot Art and Industry perform,

‘Where scicnce plans the pfogress of their toil !
They smilo at penury, diseuscand storm;

And oceans from their mighty mounds recoil.”

Selected.
RAIL-ROADS.

No subject has, since the foundation of
the government, engrossed the publick
mind so entirely ag this. ‘The interest which
has been excited arises from one of twacau-
ses-~either from an expectation that Rail-
Roads would be profitable to individuals
and the public, or from the hope that they
would furnish the materials of speculation.
A country cannot be so effectuaily impro-
ved in any way, a8 by internal communi-
cations, The greater the facility of com-
munication, the more active will be gocial
and commercial intercourse, and the
transmission of the fruits of tho earth and
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| manufactures, and the dissemination of

knowledge. The principle on which a
Rail-svay operates in the transportation of
bodies, differs essentially from that of a ca-
nal; in the later, the bedy to be moved is

sustained by the greater gravity of the flu-]

id on which it is placed. Upon a cangl, e-
ven with moderate motion the differapce
between the weight to be moved and the
rropelling poweris great. The resistance
ies in the gravity of the greater. On a
level Rail-way, the resistance liesin the
friction at the axles of the carriages and the
flexure of the rails, and i. is not matezially
increased by the velooitfr.-,-Cnnals are
confined to.comparatively low districts on
account of the supply of water; Rail-ways
can be made to traverse any regions, and
the ascents and decenta are easily over-
come, owing to the superisrity of inclined
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plancsover locks. Canals aseoffosted b,
drought, floods, and frost : Rail-ways ut’O

not affected by the two first, and probably
not by the last. ‘Tho Balumore and Ohio
Rail-rond continued open and 1n uso during
the last year, while all communications b
siver or cana! were guspended.  Tho ques.
tion of the pructicability of Rawl-roads in
wintor, is of m. < serious import, on ac-
count of the almost exclusive uJo of steam
power on them; and should b lecided bo-
fore entering on the construction of any
road, the utility of which would de-

end on the buginess in the winter. If,
however, it would apply against Rail-roads,
it would apply with greater force
against Canals. = The first mention of
Raul-rouds in England, was in 1600. It in
only within a few ycars, however, that
they have been in general use, and their
superiority to other modes of conveyance
established 'The length of all the "Rail-
Roads in England is about three thousand
miles. ‘The introduction of the steam en-
gine promises to work as great a revolu
tion in aaffairs, as the application of steam
to the purposes of navigation. T'wenty
years ago, the mails did not travel fasto;
than seven miles an hour: how shall we
estimate a discovery that carries us from
20 to 30 miles an hour 7 Experiments
madein England, prove that they have not
yet arrived at the greatest point of im-
provement. The present averapo rate o}
speed on the Manchester and Liverpoo
Rail-way is 16 miles an hour —the greates
velocity'is 32 miles.  With a load of 1(
tons, Mr. Stovenson's engine (the Rocket*
travelled at the rate of 16 miles an hour,~
and a London Engine at the rate of 23 mils
an hour, Explosion, if it takes place, wil,
not injure the passengers, as they are in
a separate conveyance.

Thepracticability of Rail-roads has been
fully tested. Many companics in England
owning profitable canzls, contemplate
draining them, and substituting Rail-wa
From experiments on the English Rail-
ways, it appears that the following were
the results:  One pound moved 334 lbs,
and kept it moving at the rate of 41.2
milesan hour. One pound moved 470 Ibge
aqd kept it moving at the rate of three
miles an hour. One lb. moved 616 Iba,
angd kept it moving at the rate of 2 1-3
miles an hour.

A Ruil-way costs about two-thirds of a
canal, through the same route. A single
Rail-way will cost fiom 9 to $12,000 per
mile——2a double Rail-way will cost from
~15 to $18,000 per mile. ~ Both of the eati-
mates are made for a favorable country,--
The part of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail.
road completed, of 61 miles, cost but littls
short of $20,000 per mils. One cent per
ton per mile will, it is estimated, cover all
the oxpenses of transportation on a Rails
way. ~ The daily expense of the engine on
the Manchester road, England, is about $2-
28 ger day. Suppesing theengine to cars
ry 30 tons at iks rate of 10 miles an hour,
and to worlk ten houts a day, performing.
100 miles a day, the cost will be about Te

10th ofa cent per ton per milo,



