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Ribbon of Blue Guspel Temperance Notes.
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(@( T our last Ribbon of Blue Gospel Temper-
e fieance mecting at the Tabernacle an open
‘Eﬁ_ invitation was given, asking any onc in the
? andience who could speak a good word for

intoxicating drinks to do so. But as tes-

timony after testimony wos given it was
altogether affivmative of tne bancful and
deceitful chaacter of stroug drink.  Sume dedared
how narrowly they had escaped its power, having
been deceised by its flutteries in eatly youth. Many
tluuk that its ealbilicating propuaties are real cre
ators of strength and heart-gladness. Instead expe-
pericne proves it s pleasure tu-day at the rish of
emptmess, wretchedness and disgrace to-morrow. The
temporary madness aud forgetfuluess of intorivation

15 destructive to mental, physical aud spiritual well-

bemg, It is the essence of deceitfulness, while it

paints delightful fancics and uses in its fivst entan-
glement of havit the sidhen cutds of carnal plessure,

"The end thereof is often too terrible for pen and iuk

to picture.  Conld one take the palsivd haud of some

poor diunken sut aud victin when covered with the
gore of its own butchery and press it on this page,
1ts crratic trembling siear would, with all its Lorri
ble awakening of horror and disgust, but faintly
picture the end and state of wuny who lovked upon
the wine when it was red and moved Qtself aright,
untit taste and will power held was fast, aud the
wretched vietim, inoculated Ly the virus of the ser-
pents bite and adders sting, Just in debauchey and
sin all hope of inheritance 1 the kingdom of God,
till at last, like the man among the tumbs, whom
no man could bind or tame, the wictched outeast
beeomes to himself a conscivus tevior, without hope
or God in the present world, and with a fearful vut-
lovk and expectancy of toument when the time of
final wreckage and death comes to sink him in his
own place—the habitation of drunkards—a foretaste
of which is often the hard drinker’s lot in this present
world, when with fevered Lrain and poisoned blood
his friends become hideous and his home an habith.
tion of devils to his heated imagination. Wonld that
he could see the terror, poverty and wretchedness,
the creation of his own vile sclfishness  his cruel sel-
fishness- which is starving out the life of her he
calls wife, and of those ill fed, meanly clad littlo ones,
who often in their fright cry, * Douw’t father' don't
strike poor mother "~ children who nct only suffer
from hunger’s pinch wit! "1, but whose almost hlond.
less frames show the mark of a diunkard’s cruelty
and spite.  But enough of such picturing ; it excites
both pen and brain, urtil, forgetful of both brevity
and punctuation, we fear our readers’ patience
and our own space will be exhausted, Thank God
the day of hope is dawning. Men of all sorts and
classes begin to sce drink’s ruinous wastefulness. At
our last meetmg fifty pinned on a Lit of blue. Let
every reader retramn from sigmirg hicenses, and wors
together tor the good tune comng when the sale and
manutacture of alcoholic drmks shall bu prokibited.
Archdeacon Iarvar, speaking of his recent visit to

America, smd in lis journeymmg this side he met

fewer drunken persons than he had metin a single

day in London: “ He wos hound Yo say that, in his

opinion, prohibition was productive of the most bene-
cial results in every single State whero tho moral
conditian of the people was sufliciently alive, and the
conscience of the people sufficiently educated, to give
that measure o hearty support. e visited Portland,
the capital of the State of Maine, where the prohi-
bition law was passed twenty-two years since, and had
the honor of being entertained by the Ion. Neal Dow,
the father of that measure, who was cighty-one years
of age, and was a splendid specimen of a total ab-
stainer. Ie became convineed more and more that
the Mane Laguor Law was not, as somnc vepresented,
a bad Jaw., It had not only worked satisfactorily in
the opinton of 1ts supporters, but many of its oppo-
nents would not now allow it to be repealed. One great
advantagze of the Maine law is that it makes drunk-
enmess dihicult, aud so indetimtely diwinishes the
amount of drunkenness. Under the present systemn
in Englind we tivst of all do our besé to lead men
mto temptation, and then put men intv prisun ve-
cause they succumb toat.  The diminution of drank-
enness in Mame ‘results in the diminution of crime.
Iqually satistactory reports of probibition come from
other counties where it has had a faiv trial.

Our Study Table—Review Notes.

Sermons and Sayings, by Sam Jones. Pubhshed by
Southern Methodist Pub. House, Nashville, Tenn.,
and obtainable at the Methodist book rooms in Hali-
fax and Foronto. Is a book of readable and very
suggostive scrmons, their pecuhianties  stokmaly
strike the attention, and one forgives the oddity of
expression, because the good mtention of the speaker
is evident,

Food Materials and Their Adwlierations, by Ellen
Richards  Pub. by Estes & Lawiat, Boston. We
have enjoyed reading this hook, and find iv useful and
informing Tt hangs out the danger flag, so that all
can taste, test and judge for themselves what is what

What incentive the commands and example of
Chuist's life should have to continuance and faithinl-
ness in well doing Be not weary, in due time the
harvest is guaranteed by Jesus the risen One, who
said, I go to prepare a place for you. Brethren, let
our aim be to abound in the work of the Lovd, for it
is not in vain. When we think of how much we
owe, the measure of our service seemns small, but we
are cncouraged, knowing it is accepted according to
what a man hath. The Lord loveth a cheerful giver, and
we quite agree with one whosaid, A single dollar may
wok large, but when spread out over a year it is too
thin to lie down upon and pray, ¢ Thy Kingdom
come.” It is astonishing how small are the gifts of
some pretty big Christians who love in word only, and
not in deed and in truth. But a book of remembrance
is kept by the unerring Judge, who shall give to every
man as his work shall be.

We need quite a number of subscribers to enable
us to carry on tho work. [Five hundred new names
will help us to do much more niission work. W
you ad} Ervery new nawe is a direct gain. We
have pleuty of copivs on hand to complete the set
from Januamy. Any person wanting to bind last
year's who may have lost a number can be supplied
We will send a few complete scts of numbers for half
price if sent for at once.




