
Zbe Plonte atib Jjatig tt arlo.

bis voice 'vas te lie no more raisedl ln pro-
claiming the gloriour gospel.

Ho bcd long been anxious te visit Erre-
manga more thoroughly, te go about and
become botter acquaintcd with the people,
te establisb tenchers-among them, and to
cxtend te bouinds of the kingdom of Christ
on that island. For this purpese ho bcd
bocii endeaveuring to get a large boat; and
lest ycar, tbrough the libcxality of a Ger-
ma lady, %vhio placed £40 et the disposai
of iMr. Kuy, our Missionary Sccretary, for
Erromnanga, aud tbrough the energetc ex-
ertions of Mr eiof South Yarra, ivlho
colleetcd £30 for tbe purpose, a sum of
£70 'vas iuivested in tIc purchase of a large
boat, wbich wves brougblt dewit in the Day-
sprinq this yocar. but iMr. MeNj\air svas una-
hie te make any use of lier, and the first
voyage that sîto took -%va tobring me intel-
ligqnce of his death. 0

The heuso in wvhich Mr. MeNair liw'd
and died was ene btt by a 'Kr. Henry, for-
merly ù, sandal-wood traîloer on Erromanga.
It is a large and commodious building, but
the situation is unwholesome, and it i- net
sufficiontly cevatcd above te surface of
the ground. It is close beside a freslb %va-
ter tidal sream, aîsvays an unhealtby situ-
ation in a tropical climate. Mr. iMINair
bad long intencled te have put up a cottage
in a botter place> and bad brouglit along
with hlm from Alieytium the frame of 'a
small house, %vich the missionaries and the
men in the Dayspriay;i liad set up for 1dm
opposite te the point on wvhich Williams
svas killed, et tIse mouth of the stream, witb
a foul viewv of the son. After the vessel left
Mcr. MeNair wvas unable te, do anything te
it, and before ton days wcre past hoe lied
reaclbed te boeuse net mcdo witls hands
eternal, in the biavons.

As 1 knew Mi\r. MeNair more intimatelv
than any of his missionary brethien, andl
have frequently beard him speak of his
early life, pcrhaps a feur seminiscences
wvould bc interesting to yen. Ho wvas boru
in the parish of Inverhollan, on the shores
of Loch -- , eue ot the numnereus
beautiful lochs that indent the soiithcra
coast of Argyleshire. In his youtb ho used
te cross the hilîs te thc schoo] of Glenda-
moel (a parish in whicbi, by the wvny, about
200 -vears ago a certain 2r. Melinurin wvas
minister, %vho bil swo) sons, eue of svhom
wvns theceelebrated mathematician, and the
other the ne less celebrated divine.) In thi-z
Plrish school young.James MeIcNair received
ti1eý elements of bis edocation, alla was
tiaught te rend tIc English Bible, and te
repeat the sborter catechism in Englisît,
wvhon hoe only knew the Gaclie; inded h)o
scai-cely kncev any other languagne tItan
Geelie uintil lie ivas tisirteen or fourtecti
years of age.

Tho Disruption in the Churdli of' Scot-

land occu'rd wvhen lie 'as a boy about 12,
andleft upon bis mind a vivid impression.
Hie wvas a warm sympnth.ser witli those
who left the Establisbiment on that occasion,
and cvcr afterwards cntertained and ex-
presscd dIcep-rooted hatreil of' modexitism,
nlot unmingletl with contempt. When a
ladl about feurtecu lic went te Punoon,
ivhiere hoe got a situation in a shop, in con-

junction 'vitît which %vas keptthe post-oflle
Of tie place. Ilis master allowed him, an
hour or two daily to attend sehool, of which
hoe availcd bimse1 f, and ho aIse comnmenced
a course of rcaîling under the dirction of
the Rev. Dr. McKay, wvbose ministrations
hoe attencled, reding sucb books as Butlcr's
Atialogy and others of a like stamp, wvell
calculatcd to iorm the mind of a Young
mlac.

In the course of tinîe-his master resigned
the situation of post-îniaster, aud Mr. Mc-
Nair, on tbe requisitien of the inhabitants,
was appointcd te fi bis place ; aloag with
the post-office hie aIse kept a store for books
and newspapcrs. This yielded him a sufli-.
cient income to kcep him in conmfortable
cireuimstances, and licd lie chosen tà setule
down, lio migbt, iiith bis stcady habits,
bave lived a very happy, respectable> and
useful life nt home.

But the word of trutli had sunk deeply
into bis heart. Dunoon is aw~atering-place
of considcrable exteat on the Fritb of Clyde,
and he wvas eften brought into contact ivith
students wvho migbt bc residing there as
tutors in families, or spending their sum-
mer holidays at the sea-side. A time of
revival sivepit ever tlue West of Seotland,
and Mr. Me.Nair detcrmined te give him-
self to the Lord in the rininistrv of is Son.
Iýut how was hoe to find time for study ?
Ife had a gevernont situation, and re-
quired te bo at his post every day frein the
bcginning of the year te the end of it. It
se happened that Sir Rowland Hill1 (of pen-
ny postage fame), hcd taken a faney to
Danoon as his summer reidence; and
irbat more natural than that bcing there ho.,
should corne loto contact -.vith tihe pees-
master> and that thus a fricndship should
spring up betwecn theml! To him, then,
Mr. MefNair in his difliculty applicd, and
i brough bis influence hoe was permitted te
ho absen.t at college fivo months in wintéïr,
supplyinT bis place wbiile.a-%vay with a sub-
stitute. UX this wvay h)o studied at Edin-
hurgh, tnkingr the rcgulssr Arts course at
the Ulniversity, and atterivards sonie years
et theolo'y in the Froc Chureh Coliege
there, uxitl in the year 1864 Mr. Paton
happened te be home in Seotianfi, and bo-
ing in Dunoon, Mr. Mearwas intro 'duced
te him, and through him offered hinseif te,
the Foreign Mission committee of the
I Ieformcd'Présbyterian Church, as a canai-
date for the officd of Foreign Missionary in

1870.


