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Thorough-bred vs, Common Poultry.

The question frequently asked respecting thorough.
bred poultry by persons who raise for the food inar-
ket is, ‘‘Are they any better than the common sort:”
We have heard just these words repeated, we knew
not how many times, by farmers who depaud en
taking o basket of cggs along when they go to the
grocery, amlby mechanics and others who lnok {o
their own poultry yards for homesupply, but who are
not initiated into the mysteries of thenumervnabiceds
in vogue, and at a poultry chow could w ¢ nwae. halt
the varieties on exhibition.

“Do yon suppose they are any belterthan the okl
fashioned ones?” witha suspicions tone, andan eme
phasis suggestive of inercdulity, asif thinkiing of the
“sundry humbugs, * — willow hedges, cembination
bee-hives, and sinnlar-tock in trate, with W hich phih.
tongued agents ave vout to heguile honet poople

The proper answer is neither yeg nor po, Jtade.
pende. A sharpknife is betterto ent sticks with thana
Aull one, and s also worse to cut fingers with, A dull
knifeeventheold-fashoned *Barlow —ixbetrer thana
sharp ono for cluldren  Urless penple know how to
use finely-bred poultry, tiey arebest oft withthedr )]
«Barlow" kinds. Not oaly is inereas.d <kill necesse
ary inorder touse improved breeds toa’ antage,
but there must be a good degree of knowlen e at the
atart, to govern the choice of breeds, w! _. prcpar-
ing to buy stock. Ruching toan exhit ticn-room
and purchasing whatever variety offers, mc-ely Le.
causc it is not of the common kind, but *Glvoded,™
and up to the ‘‘standard, 13 almost always a eaeric
fice of money and ends in isgust,

Fowls are kept, mainly, for either utiity or crna.
ment.  Considered from the first stand-pont, the
thorough-bred fonls, seleeteit intelligently Hom the
more uscful breeds, have a great advantage over the
barn-yard fowls, becanse one breed is remarkable for
eminence in some one respect, aul another for execl-
lence in another particular.  ‘Fhe objects of drferent
owners are dificrent ; one breeder wants cggs chietly,
and another wants table poultry. So in raising eggs,
one person desires winter layers, as the chicf sonrce
of profit, and coustructs his buildings, and lays his
plansto that end, wlule another is content with
cheaper buildings, and aims to secure a great number

of eggs at a season when the fowls may roam abroad
and be supported, chiefly, by foraging. We might

enumerate many vanations, in the objectsof fowl.
keepers, depending on the difference ot localitics,
markets, cte. Now, the barn-yard fowls arc not par-
ticularly remarkable inv anything, as a class, excopt
a degenerate, neglected look, and their unproductive-
ness; though it is no swall thing to be said in their
favor that they are throughly acclimated, owing to
their having Leen in the country forso many gene-
rations, and they will gencrally bear cxposure well,
if winter layers aro wanted, excelling in that matter,
like Cochins and Drahmas, or if a brced is wished
that prove as prolitic in summer and fall asthe Span.
ish,—the barn-yard fowls are remarkable in neither
respect. Ifsteadiness and gentleness as sitters and
mothers are desired, or if on the other hand, no »it-
ting at all is wished for, the barn-yard fowls will not
fill "the uirements, If a very bird is de-
manded, substantial enongh to almost rival ‘tnrkey.
or a small-bodied fowl that runs to egge, as the say-
ing is, rather than flesh, just asthe Jersey cow ‘‘runs
ta rich milk,” then we must not lock to the common
fowls. They arc moderately usclul in everything,
and cxcel in nothing in particular. Human society
has progressed through the division of labor. In its
early and savage state cach individual was hunter,
Idier, house-builder, and zoon, All callings were
ollowed by all, and as a dccessary consequence, none
‘were thoroughly developed.  In a civilized statc, the
watchmaker succeeds by cultivating o delicate {touch
and sight, and tho blac th by means of muscular
strength. By exclusive cultivation in his craft, each
workman is perfected in it agd society benefited.
Like advantaged cnsue from the lspliuﬁon of like
inciples to the improvement of domestic animals.
ad, not the horse become, through careful breeding,
adapted to the various ~\'c(£uirements of men, we
should not have thedraught-horse, fitted for the coal-
cart, nor the racer bred forspeed.  What aninterru
tion to business and Pleunte. asnow followed, would
be expericuced, if all the horses in tho world were to
become merely moderately fleet and moderately
strong! A flock of common fowls, taken as a whole,
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are ot rammkable for any gowl tritin particular;
whercat.r 1ot 1 peaduay ¢ 0 Loesd Dag cortain
qualitic s that mxy be dopatedupen Some vreelin
Tayingeoaar Bt by avi, o bilsy an f,.
peetgr Ly Ploae twathpr et o v e, Thae
are o Lo brede w0 f bl o Nl
Leahzue ber e n 2100 Aot on dorthe goats *
doctity ant 0 iday o ks e o Uy cndwlbae
di appoant in e oo i lun el 0 e B
ream fir an i w b an bethery koep v boine, — and
go en throu h the et gory We Lavo only to docrls
what wo woat mest, aud Ly proper teleation of In o
we may T cure thal we Bve ity Pocllry Wb,

P

Vieshing Tewls for Txlilitien,

The grent seerct of goud wishing Is to aenic the
thevongh drenching of the birds; the most frequent
catee of failure being an attempt to koep the wder
plumege dry. We were once mech amuacd &2 oo
ing v of the most successful and **hnowig ' nin
in the fancy —ane who rarvely shows fur kis caployer
now without winning—relate his first (sperionce,
when, a8 a youth of eighteen, he entered a ** pan of
Whites,” on his own account, for a ncighboring ¢hov.
«Yon would hardly believe it, ¢ir,” he said, **bat 1
stopped up all night washing ‘em, and they was ws
black as sweeps when they was done.”  The follov -
ing remarks are by Mr. Elijah Swmith, well known to
fanciers as one of the best breeders and most steecss-
ful exhibitors of White Cochins. No one conld he
better qualified to give justruction on this sulije:t,
and the following is his methed of proceeding :-Take
a wagh-tub ten or twelve inches deep, oval shape is
the best, on account of the bird's tail 5 let the tab be
sufficiently large to hold the bird comfortably. Then
take clean soft warm water and fill the tub (or tin)
abont three parts full, so that the bird when pressed
down Ly the band in the water will be covered uver
its back, up to the neck. Then take white seap, and
a sponge, and rub it inthe water until it 15 woll
mixed and you have good suds; and rub the bind
well with soap on all the dirty parts, and keep speng-
ing the bird well until you can sce that itis quite
clean which you will be able to see very plan when
wet. Do not be afraid to rub the feathers as it will
do them no harm, 20 long as you will not lay onso
heavily as to break them. If the bird is rough in the
water, as some that have never heen washed hefure
sometimes are, keep one band across the bird's hack
and wings, by which means you will easily hold it
quiet. Be sure and rub your hand well amung the
flufT and feathers about the breast.

To wash the head, take it between both haiuds, and
rub it well backward and forward, as if you were
washing something in the balls of your hands. Do
not be afraid of the water going into its mouth, as
thie soap and water will do it no harm whatever, but
the contrary, as it will tend to clean it out; in foct I
have often washed birds when I could not get any-
thing else to cure themof disesse, aud it has answered
remarkably well on many occasions.

\When you see the bird is quite clean, then take
and rinse thoroughly with clean cold water; put
plenty on it until the soap is well out, forif youleave
any soap in, the feathera will not come right ina
reasonable time. \When clear of s0ap, let them atand
to drain a little, and don’t be afraid of their taki
cold, asthe cold water prevents that by closing al
the pores of the body ; then press as much water off
the feathers with your hand as ible, and as I said
before, don’t ic afraid of hurting the feathera, as they
will come all right again as they begin to dry, and
will begin to web &qn in the course of au hour.
When this is done, take tho bird and put it before &
nice fire—not too hot, but what we should calla
fire—and keep turning them with the wet part to-
wards it, taking care not to have them %0 near as to

blister their face and combs, asthey soon blister after
washing. \When the birds arc nearly dry, youmay
put them inbaskets that have ﬁot lining in, suchaswe
use for exhibition ; and if night, you may put thrce
or four together, if thoe et is_large enough for
them to lic down in comfortably. By this means it
will ereate a warm steam that will pass through the

whole of the body feathers, and camse them to web

heantifully, and the bird will e guite ready for ex-
Inbition in twenty-four hours,

1f the bird is Jooking very ill after rinsing, Leep it
i motion vy much as possible, by getting hold of %
under the brezst with one hand snd lifting it up,
when it will use its wings freely, and this will cause
tLae bluod to circulate ; also give onc or two cayoiie
p - o which will wann i as well.  ‘Thisis when you

oo bivd that goes black in the comab, and looks a3

if it woukl die, which heavy birds sometimes do;
algo haudle them !mtt}' freely, as it will do them
gur ], sumetimes & bl will faing when put in warm
water to wash s in that case I always thvow cold
water en ity when the bivd will recover at onee, and
after @ minule or so you may put ib in again, aml
fiech washing it without i3 showmyg any symptens
of fainting again.”

Many gooll washers prefa to dry the fowls, after
waching, In 2 eage ov bax of amnple size, littered with
clean and well broken straw,  ‘Lhis hoxisto be wired
in the fieut and top, but clused at back and sides to
preseud Craughit, and placed with the open front ab
ju-*ench adistanee from an ample flre that a genial
warioth may fill the box ; but aveiding a scorching
heat.  Wemay add that it isor deying that judgment
and eapaiience are chiefly required as too strong a
lreat watbers up the pluum{;c and makes it ragged,
while tuo little causes it to hang together and appear
draggled ; but if the right temperature be hit upon
and the roap hes heen thoroughly washed out, by
degrees tie plumage fills out, and in a few hours tho
birds assmize their **company clothes” It is to
agsist this {hat Mr. L. Smith o strongly adviscs
leaving the birds with a Jittle :"am}mcss still in the
plumage, the sweam nss.stivg the fresh webbing of
the feathers.  Jn suunaer tiwe the cage may be put
out in the sun if preferved ; but the glare seemt to
distress the birds wvch, and we should prefer o fire,
Some poultry men are unusually clever in drying
fowls, and by holdmyg them uear the fire and carciully
removing them fov 2 httle whenever they appear Gie-
tressed with the heat, taanage to avoid the scorching
we have spoken of, and can'dry a pen of Cochins in
shout tvro hours ; Lrl we cannot pretend to give the
}m.c:sc detaals of su .t management, which can only
he successfully practsed after great expericnee bas
been attained.  As an example of what may be done
by anadept, however, wemay relute as within our o
knowlcdge thiat the writer of the l}:recedin remarks
on a certain oceavion received back his birds at about
ten o'Jdock in the morning, fed them, washed them,
returned than to the hawpers all wet as they were,
aud got off with them by rail for another show at
twelve, taking them out and drying them at a fire in
a junction wa ting-room on his way to the exbibition,
where be agam carried off the first prize,

P;ltry Baisin}.

I see, thuoagh come paper, that M. D. Sord, of
France, finds the husiness very profitable. He com-
menced with a few hundred dollars, and now cmploys
over 2 hundred hands in his poultry houses. Hia
product of eggs a few years ago averaged 50,000
dozen weekly, which, with the sale of his early
chickens, yiclded him §2680,000. His expenses, all
paid, were some $145,000, leaving him a profit of
8133,000 for one year. \Why cannot like results be
obtained in this country ?

In large citic: the dctxlz;x.’.:d Jor :::‘13 chickeus and
egge in always ¢; the price, is very good
cﬁﬁkm bxzng:? from SGPZ: s do:g-egp'

from 25 to 60 cents per dozen. Iﬁ;mltxy Taisers

could to get their chickens into market six
weehweaﬂier, thg; would bring a much better price.
In raisi itisof great im

poultry for market
to have gne be::{med. By the introduction of im
roved fowls, and by judicious crossitig, our own native
gndn‘ can be greatly improved, both in sive and
weight, at a certain age, aud also in number o5 eggs.
By crossing the Leghorns, Houdans or Brahmas with
our common stock, they can be greatly improved,
cither for market or home use.

The poultry house is a matter of great importance
in raising chickens. A mere rail pen or some old out-
house, is supposed, by some, to be good enough. No
one will be successful who makes no better provision
for his fowls. Tho requisites are light, cleanliness,

sod food, pure water, range, elter from cold
winds and storms, and plenty of gravel and ashes for
them to roll themselves in—with these advantages

and roi)er attention, pouitry raising would be v
profitable.  Who, then, will go to work in enrnest in
this important pursuit in rural life? Whoever does
will not only benefit the country, Lut will riclly
feather his ovn nest.— Rural HWorld.



