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Which Shall we Rear, Cattle, Horses, or!

Sheep ?

finemeunt from the ground is Lelieved to be une of the
canses of this troublesome discase. Its commence-
ment is indicated by luss of appetite, tumours and
weahness in the hind legs, and freqaently in the leins,

S{Bll:un of winter keeping, whick would not suppors
three sheep to the acre. §n many districts of Canada
the want of w guod sgstene of farming has rendered 1t
suarcely possible W cnsure o remuneiative teturn

Tur question  which 18 the most profitable stk | With staggering and vertigy, A8 suun as these symp- from wheat s and the ouly hope remaining to ihe
10 grow, is one of the greatest imporiance (o the | Loms appear, administer o duse of brimstone or flvar pagrivallusisi W tccdaim e suil, is by l\cc‘)ing as

futier, und one which has not recerved un amount of | of sulphui. - Freyuent applivations of buttermilk gmany sheep un bis fatim as he can suceessfu
invesugation and experiment commensurate with sy the back and lving, and gentle rubbing with o cob, jside foi.

ly pro-

With incicasing uty and town popula-

smpurtance. ] was greatly interesied during the last j %l generally bring redlef, and frequenily entire cure. y tiviscand i view of the tapudly-inerensing demand
vear 1n watching the progress of an experiment made + The animals should also be allvwed a liberal supply | for woul, andd for muion, we feel confident that sheep
by o friend of mine, one whu 15 ever alive to all that j of lvam, rutten woud, and fresh, cool dirt. If there ) husbandiy will be motg e stennively intiodaced. Buy,
perwins to the best imterests of the farming com- ¢ i8 4 5ard attached to the piggery, the animals may be punduroven the best iteunstanees, some lands and
naty, with & view to satistactonsly settle this ques- j permitted to sun out if the weather @8 Jdear and | eortain situations will always affurd hetteg conditivus
tion 1or himseif.  Hoe divided his pastures into turee | pleasant. No hug shunld be hept eatirely away from ) for the maintenance of stoch than fur raising whem,
lote, and placed in cach $4.0 worth of stock, as fol- § the groundesand none without aceess at all tunes tv a

1OWS o=

Fint, 40 primo ewes at 88... ....
Socond, 16 two-year old heifers .
Thurd, 4 two-yoarold colts.eieveererronennnnnn
He eatimated the pasturage of the she
at J cents, of the heifers at 124 cents, and of the cults

. £20 00
. 320 00
320 00

4t 25 cents.  The hay consumed was reckoned worth

€10 per ton, and the oats fed at £0 cents per bushel,
and the care of the stock was balanced by the ma-
aure. Through grazing time they had good feed and
All the salt they wished. He cut his hay early in the
season, and put it into the mow in excellent order,
using no ealt in the process of maw-curing. Early
in the fall he drove the colts and heifers to their re-
spective stalls, and the sheep four weeks later to
their shed.  When he commenced feeding hay he di-
vided a large mow into three unequal portions, and
measured the contents of each division, allowing 7
cubic or 343 feet per ton. In the spring he fonnd the
account with his stock to stand thus :—

40 sheep in account, 1.8
§0 JU wechs pRaturage, at 3 «ents per Weekeeeevueeeeos 335 00
To 5 tons hay, at $10 . .o . %0 0V
To 60 bushiclr 2ats, AL S0 DA eveeer voeieceans conun +8 00
Tocort of shoepat $8...... . ... .. .. ... 32000
ATHOUDL cieevenrannseseiocaccnssscrscanacvsee. F4H 00
40 sheep 18 account, CR,
By 140 1ba w00}, at 80 cente. ..., © o eee . ... 311200
By %0 lamnbe, at $298.....00i0een Lol e e e 137 L0
By 40 sheep, worth $10 - 400 00
AMOUNt ieeceeseiiananna o eveans tesersesiieene $649 50
Net profit on Bhoepeee.aaenn. tesessisetesinnntosiasons $195 %0
186 heifers 1n account, Dx.
To 26 weeks® pasturage, at 12 B .

To 28 tons of hay, at $10,..
To cost of hieifery, at 320....

cp i)cr week

dry bed,entirely anay from the wind and sun. Another
great oversight in keeping swine is in not giving them
all the pure, fresh waler they will drivk, and cspecially
in hot weather. Once cach day, at least, & bucket of
coul water sbould VLe turned intu a clean trough,
where the hug can drink what he pleases.  The opinion
scemy yaite comm  that swine dv not necd much
deink.  Perbaps th.y do not require as much as some
other animalg, but unless they get it in their swill
they should have access to water every day.—.N. If.
Farmer,

Sheep HBusbandry,

Sheep Farming in Canada,

By J. H,

L1 must be that our farmers in Westesn Canada
know not the real value of sheep husbandry, that so
comparatively little attention is paid to it, nnd but
few cultivate tbeir lands with that end in view. If,
however, they will turn to the writings of men like
Rundall. of New York, they will soon discern what a
source of wealth is being neglocted. Now, as a very
imperfect illustration of what may he done, we pro-
posc 1o make some extracts from various sources
touching this point. First, with regard to cost. Ran-
dall says:—

“ The cost of producing wool depends upon that of
keepin, sheep ; and this neccssarily differs greatly in

Amotal . ..onn s : $652 00| giffurent localities. On the highest-priced lands in

16 primo helfers coming in, €& 1New York and New England, on which sheep are
Cadivalue, 0. .. .. . $640 00 { 4,4 gsually kept forwool-growing purposes, it, undera
Nt foes on heifers. $12 00{ judicious system of winter management, reaches about
4 colta in account, Dz 132 a head per annuw.  In some of our Western and
Tocoel, ab880..... .o .o il eeaeelnen. $320 001 North-Western States, where sheep have the run of
To26 woeks n;“a':";"o’“ =5 cente 155 oo f1ands belonging to government, the cost is about $1
To 45 bushels of oats, at 80¢. .. 36 00 | per head.  We must bo guided by the cost, therefore,

Amount.......... .

4 prime colts, well broke, Ce.
By cash value, at $125..0ceviieiiinncnccnnens cesseess $500 00
Netglfiveereanscecanene sesesssesresnsicesscrsncess  $3 00

It will be observed that no charge was made for
breaking in the colts ; had that item been added, no
profit would have accrued. A charge for shearing
the sheep would also have deducted slightly fromn
their credit.

Had the experiment been made with good dairy
cows the net ?roﬁt would probably have been nearly
or quite cqual to the margin in favour of the sheep.
I have no data from which to determine what the
results would have been, had the steck estimated in
the three divisions, been reared on the place and an
exact account kept for the three years. If any per
son who reads this article can furnish the writer,
through the columns of the Rural, or ot! erwise, care-
ful statistics on this subject he will confer a great
favour on many interested.

Somec few years s nce I purchased several yearling
steers, and kept them two years, keeping an exact
account of ull they consumed, and when I sold them.
to make my ledger balance, I had to add a loss of
five dollars per head. At the same time, though
butter was low, my cows paid me each over twenty
dollars per head of net profit annually. In conclu-
sion I will only observe that, from such data as I
have been able to gather, on a good sheep-farm, with
the money invested and the labour involved. sheep
five by far the best returns; while on a dairy farm.
f the farmer has a working family, good cows at
pre-ent prices for butter, cheese, pork and veal, give
even hetter returns than skeep.—E. P, VaiL, in Bural
American.

Brack T=ETH 1N SWINE.—Last year this disease wae
somewhat prevalent and destructive in New England,
and those havm’gonwine should be on their guard now
thas the seasan for hot weather has again come. Cop-

——— | ut New England and New York States.”

Improved merino flocks of breeding ewes should
average five pounds of washed wool per head in large
flocks. Medium wool has sold on an average for 42:
8-10 cents per pound for the 35 years preceding the
high prices of the present war. This gives $2.14 to
the fleece, which should pay for the cost of keeping
anywhere, and leave the owner the lambs and manure
for his profit. The increase of lambs will average
about 80 per cent. on the whole number of breeding
ewes. 400 South Down sheep are sufficient to fold 20
perches a day, or 45 acres a year, the value of which
is therefore about £90 & year, or 4s. 6. per sheep.
300 sheep have in this manner, with a standing fold
on some dry ground, and convenient spot, well lit-
tered with straw, produccd 80 large cart loads of
dung between October and March ; and in this manp-
ner, after the expenses have been deducted, each
sheep has earned 3d. per weck. 100 merino sheep
given abundance of bedding, will, between December
1st and May 1st, make at least 42 cart loads of ma-
nure, and if roots are fed to them, considerably more.
The value of the lambs and the manure is the mini
mum profit. That profit increases just on the market
value land, and the cost of keep decreases.—
Estimating 80 per cent of lambs and 50 cents a bead
for manure, each shecp would thus average in botb
products $2.10, just about the equivalent of the flecce,
80 that it would be equally well, on high priced lands
requiring fertilizers, to say that the lambs and manure
pay the cost of keeping, and the fleece is to be reck-
oned as the profit. According to the first computa-
tion, lands worth $50 an acre would give their owner
a profit of seven per cent., if they would support a
little over one and three-fifths sheep to ghe acre ; and
that would be indifferent grazing laod where the
domestioated grasses arc grown, and under proper

su that curtain districts mast wltinatdy bhecone the
centres of this particalar husbandry.  Scotivas of thy
Niagarn district to wit, and the front portions of
Etobioke, are illustratious of tracis in which sbeep
would now mvre profitably supplant grain ; so that
under any circumstinees lfm number of eheep furmos
would be regulaced by the nature of the soil, climate,
and general conditivis. We do not hnow a more
desirable kind of informativn than that which would
let both our own prople amd the - old country™ folk
know where such lands are to be had.  We send
home fine maps. full of scientific research, and over-
Laid wiih geological red and brown paint. Would it
not be well if an agricultural map were published,
marking the tands as to their fitness for one kind or
another of agricultu-al industry?

Asrutning that our farmer is convinced of the value
of sheep keeping. the first question he is to decide
must be, ' woul ur motten,” In the present condi
tion of Canada, we may safely say that, in the majority
of cases, the latter will be the decision arrived at,
and for the reason, that our holdings are teldom over
from two to four hundred acres, and many, very
many, On]f' 100 acres.  We are not likely to compete
successfully with the best wool-producing countries
we may successfully with the best mutton-producing
countries of the world. DBut although not growing
the finest or first-c'ass wools, we may nevertheless
give to the markets our guota of cxcellent quality taken
even from mutlon sheep. Already Canada has furnished
facts to show that we are in possession of stock sur-
passed by none on (he continent, and have the facilj-
ties for embarking in an occupation which cannot
fail of being remunerative.  In the improved English
breeds introduced into the Province by Stone, of
Guelph, Miller of Markham, and other able and now
distinguisheill agricnlturists, we may develop re-
sources lying dormant, and only awaiting the magic
touch of industry to burst into ectivity. Of the
breeds now in Canada, thiree ave specially interesting,
and it may with truth be eaid, that the choice of
either must depend on the thrift of the farmer, the
quality o' his farm, his style of farming, the position.
of the furm, quality of <oil and climate, and facilitics
for winter care. The more capable the farmer is, both
in respect of his means and of his knowledge, the
more certainly may he seek to obtain the best sort of
sheep, and by diligence and undeviating attention,
hope to keep his tlock to the highest point of pro-
ductive value; but as with every other business, there
must be grades of perfection, so whilst one is develop-
ing a noble breed of animals of ever-increasing ex-
cellence, another with less means, and under less
favourable circumstances, must be content to get
along with breegds of less perfect form, and which will
be more slowly improved. Of the three varictics of
sheep referred to, viz., the Cotswold, the Shrop-
shive, and the Leicester, perhaps the Shrops are the
onec most likely to be generally useful in our climate,
as experience shows that they are more hardy, and
are better * workers™ for their grub than either of
the others. It may be, however, that these sheep
will require to be some time longer in the hands of
known breeders of skill and repute, in order that
their constitutional peculiarities may be the more
securely rooted ; and for this reason, those who desire
permanently to retain, and even to improve, their
tlocks, would do well to go back for rams, and even
cwes, cvery three or four years, to some distinguished
flock. With this precaution, we certainly think that
Mr. George Miller's estimate of the Shrops deserves
to be carefully considered by our people. We infer
that the townships of Scarboro’, farkham, Pickering,
East York, North York, and such like situations,
would afford cunditions under which the Sbropshire
would maintain all his excellencies. If we place the
Cotswold before the Leicester, it is for the same
reason that induced us to place the Sbrops before
them. In this sheep we have no doubt a singularly
fine animal, and ocne which, with a more seitled
constitution, is only lcss bardy than the SbroFs.
More hardy than the Leicester, and an equally
efficient wool-bearer, we think it deserves to be pre-
ferred. Mr. Stone, of Guelpb, i3 the master of these
splendid crentures, and Moreton Lodge will long be
remembered_us the bome of the Cutswold on this
contincnt. His celchra.ed ram, Pilgrim, just off his
winter feed, weighed 250 1bs., and ylelded 181bs. of



