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_'PIGEONS AND PETS,

Condicted by K. ¥. Doty, 41 Wellington Place
Torouto to whom all queries and communications
concerning this department should.be addressed.
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birds. = A month’s rest should

vet be given them. Delicate birds
should not be mated until the first

- ot April, African Owls and Short Face
Tumblers-especialiy. We have mated
our specimens of the above varieties
earlier than this but with scant success.
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@O not yet begin to mate your

Weappend an excellent article on
the Trumpeter pigeon.
variety but of late it has been’ sadly
neglected. We hope to see 1t more
generally kept and appreciated in the
gear future.. ‘ .

Atethe late Liverpool show, England,
there were over 250 entries, put in an
appearance in the classes for Oriéntal
Frills, decidedly more than a decent
sized show contains here, summing up
all varieties. N

Trumpeters.
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This is a fine-

whole of, the beak app hidden from view. Just
behind the ““rose’ rises in handsome prominence
the “‘crest,” a crown of plumage half encircling
| the head of the bird. When  the specimen is
raven black in plamage, the occasional glance
of its réund, white eye, as the massive head is
tarned sideways is very impressive. Sych a
contrast gives the bird a superna.t.urilly strange
expression. Its back and breast are so broad
and stalwart in proportion, und its neck and
legs so short, that the figure of the Trumpeter
i8 only redeemed, from clumsiness by the state.
liness of its carringe. It moves slowly, and as-
sumes an apparent dignity of demeanor, which
is sometimes quite ludicrous. The peculiar
sheen of the pigeon’s plumage, is partioularly
conspicuous in the Trumpeter, and adds greatly
to its beauty. Ordinary specixi.iens aredeficient
in rose or crest and fcot lcathering, but Fulton
says that a fine Trumpeter batter deserves the
epithet '‘grand,” which is so promisouously ap-
plied by fanciers to their pets, than any other
pigeon. It 1s certainly a majestic looking bird,
and one which must attract special attention in
any collection, however large. ’

,QTEe best Trumpeters were imported from
Russia, and many fanciers have objected to their
cultiyation because they are very delickte. I
have myself, at different times, owned and bred
some exccedingly handsome Trurppeters, and
while they did, uodoubiedly, - experience theif
share of tho ordinary pigeon casualties, I did
not find them more delicate or difficult to rear
- thuan Lird's of oth- r variéties. They are exceed-
‘ing'y sociable, and fond of beingz caressed by
their owners, althongh they show great pug-

nacity toward other pigeons. Perhaps th
tamest and most familiar pigeon I ever saw,

reared in my loft, This bird was the pet and
especial attraction of a large collection, includ-
ing many varieties of pigeons, which docupied
the loft at that time. It would fly to meet its
attendant, and, after eating out of his hand,
would stand upon his head or shoulder, as he

of fiucy pigeons would strike the beholder walked through the loft, cooing loudly, as if to

) EERHAPS o bird in the whole catalogue

on first sight, with more wonder and ad-
miration than the Trumpeter. Crouching
apon its low, heavily feathered legs, from which
-extend on ‘either side the broad wing shaped

boast of its importance. - :

The Mottled Trumpeter is gex}er‘ally"held in
highest estimation, because of the diffioulty in
procuring the Standard arrangement of mot-

foot feathering characteristic of the bird, the tling in the plumage. I have always thought

Trumpeter bows its densely hooded head upon

that the Raven Black or the Snow White were

bis breast a4 the appraach of danger, because its superior in beauty, beoause with the eolid, un-

vision is completely obscured in any other thian
adowaward direotion, Coverig the entire
-sieall,the rosette of plumage, known as the
“roge,” éxpands its perféotly fiat and ‘circular

.~ dormation, unsil the head, eyes, and: nesrly the |

broken coloring, there was pothing to divert the
eye from the marvellous conformation of the
bird. Itistrue I have never seem a White
Trumpeter possessing as good points as' either
a black or mottled bird, They h&v,e gonerally
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was “Polly,” a Mottled Trampster, which was
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