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PERBONAL HOLINESS IN THE MINISTRY.*

Sty

the peculiur obstructions to the personal holiness of th
Christian Minister : and amongst these, he first stale
bat—

1. Their familiarity with sacred things is caleulat
edin some degree to sear therr munds to holy impres
sons. FlLeir thoughts, and tongues, and pens, a
meensingly employed on this topic,enforemg duty

efending doctrines, arguing principles,applying
explaining tho precepts and ordinances of Christiani
y. This is their constant occu
votk. They enter into the nterior of the sacret

es

[locing, in some degree, the susceptibility of rehg

ion in the heart.

eal for himself, and while pressin

ment in holiness and grace.

ith all the vietues and precepts of the Gospel, they
ust, therefore, of necessity, be growiag in grace,
rd 1 the knowledze of our Lurd Jesus Christs
hen, in [ret, the flesh which is weak has overcome

hich is willing, and they have sunk, hke
~sleaping apostles at Gethsemane, into the em-
races nf apathy and indevotion.

isdeclared to be ““a cit
hich cann-t be hid.”
thas-a Christian and
iman view, he is an object of especial serutiny, —
thousand eyes watch his conrse with eager readi-
o employ a thousand tongnes to magnify and
seminate his defects and Lapses.

But this inspection extends only to what m
Ped the visiblo par

y that is set on an hill,
In all parts of s profession

ay be

ts of his religions character; and

her department of parsonal religing, which centres
duties, devotions, views, and feclings
known only to the individual and to God.

Now, the very fact thatin the external and visi-

acoin thess respects, is of itself a temptation to
.less carelul and less zealous in the unobserved and

cisennss before men, he is in danger of relaxing
far in private.  Satan triumphs over him in so-
t. Spiritual lassitude follows often in the train of
Mie energy. Many a servant of the alt r, highin
dlic estimation for his sanctity, devotion and zeal
mourned-in secret over the consciousness of per-
Al deficiencies, slackened energies, and prostrate
l_mess, and would dread to submit the actual state
lis heart to the samo carthly inspection that
{ches his visible character and conduct. He
kesto the sad conviction that amidst all his labours
study,and zeal to be a suceessful,well esteemed,

« The Right Rev. preacher in the first place dweils upon

ro
and
pation, thew daly

rmple—its holy of holies,—~and become Famhariz-
1 with all its recesses,  Tlence, they arem Jdanger
J
us impression, liable to heeome hackneyed in spirit-
ul feeling, to glide into formalam or coldness, or
chat is even worse, into a fictitious kud of ardour,
ssuned for the oceasion,and having no real tounda-

hers, he is tempted to furget tus own personal veli-.

; inistrv : this mental applicction. ;
hﬁ;gﬁﬁ:&?ﬁé&i;ﬂ:':}:;?‘:fl;;:2‘3,:tnl.’;ts,f:?gi?:‘srf.'.lksl:ﬁgf,',:nrqeyxinem gu'n[:)us'fnay uccas_iqnall_y shout acru ss the,at theright hand of God.
perceptibly, by this agency, into the hozardous - Feligions world, with such originality and br
sssof spiritual sloth, or fictitinus ardour and zeal, a X
feeding them with the delusion, that  beeause asf!”'l-“ i but for the great s of mind su
structors,they are daily haudling the word ot trutn,* 1121y €3seatial and obligatory.

RTION , howevar, tn our sairitual interosts
nd mingling in thought, conersation, and teachie L U - . !
T " y ' Study is more or less a mere inteliectual;the exam

It does nut necessanly involve the ex-jrious pri k
It may be a miere frozen region, for them, and hung out to amimate them in tha Chris-
where the sun of true devotion never penetrates tojhian race. Seasons encugh are there, both n the re-

>lons dnty

I' This obstruction is aot a little stren
';’ery character of the times in wi
e ill governed cxcitements,
s mote the cause of C
an unusual de
espucinl public scrutiny.  The quiet,
graeces cf the ministerial character,
‘wal mi
Ol sty

y
14

o

ndedness,a devotionaltemper,deep
uly,
vid zeal, energotic action, and fluent boldaess, T
pastoral madel of this age is not the Prophet of P

¢
Ld

“\pnat'o of the circumcision. The
‘mind eountenancin

‘the mild and gentlein the character of th

1

'to excel in the public r.
‘tues of Christianit
‘obﬂrl:rtion in the path of personal holiness.
f 3. A still further obstruction in this
ite

Sre : 'ta bo,n student for his whole lite. His own me tulithe new Jerus
mid his exertions to pramote the salvation of o- ! V. student for his whole lite.  Hi own mental; .
A pro on o improvement, his vows of office, the exizencies of de"‘h}‘ ith l‘)he hight and glory 0“"‘3[}‘1"‘
Lo, . N is {1hele H i ] ~would it ba for us, mimsters an
sus improvement.  His zeal for others nbsorbs hn;h'?,ﬂ""" and the exactions of his Master all demand | » mimst
e the solemn obli- it the utmost urgency, that his mmd be not ne-:thou

" o e e, n UL A ' ) e . "to 1mua
ions of Christianity upon lus flack, he may passi-Sected, hat that, on the contrary, he give hunself'to

; e . A
Iv beeome heediess to bis own personal :ulvaucc-“,he diligent prosecution of profussion
Tlos is in fact one nrlm-m:\nent usefulness cannot ho ex

+

ilhancy,

a and laborious

;s possibly to jastify neglectof regular

evew i this oby

foreupation,
;erx'iee ol'the heart,

"malt its ice, or start its moral vegetation.

Liery
"theolagian 1s not a man of earnest piety,

practienlpiety. = A clergymnn may make himself an
acnteente, a powerful champion of the truth o

a pastor, which lic open to Christianity, a fluert and able expositor of its doc-

trines, while he negleets the caltivation of the hum
ible and haly graces of religion.
‘\vhich every student
’He becomes absorbed in the gieat theories of reli-

gion, and forgets its practice.” Ilis nunds expands,

geney of Satan, is s metimes pusiied ouward to the

which can Finons delnsion, that the improvement of his mind|ing of God in Christ Jeeus,
1

comprrsafes for the negleet of his heart,that know-
Jedge is an ample substitute for piety.  His family

traits of his Christian character he is subject to And flock soon feel the influence of “this fatal mis-sbove the toys and tram:mels of the earth,
ever watchful scratiny, whilo it enhances his vi-,€OPCeption, in the neglect of their spiritual and eter-| P03 s to run with patience the race that 1s set be-
¥ nal welfure beyond the claborate and often ill-timed;

.and ill-applied discussions of the pulpit.  Now this

X T il is ne i ious dured th
rato exercises of his religion.  Braced up even to,C¥il is n> argnment against a studious or learned

winistry as hasty ignorance might conclude, any
mare than the frequent abuses of piety to supersti-
tion and fanaticism would be an argument against a
pious and gadly ministry,

The difficulty now under view is not perhaps so
great as others, for the age is one of activity, not of|
study., But still, bound as we are {o be dilizent and
studious, it is well to reflect upon the danger which
lurks among books and libraries, and to stand arm-
ed aud guarded against sacrificing the heait to the
intellect,against dissevering grace from knowledge=-
against presenting ourselves to the Church, as ice-

tlar minister, he has almost forgotten to bea
mstian, - Alas, his heart has been growing cold,
aflertions have become stapified, secret prayer,
ditation, commuwann with God, inward vigilance,
spirit of faith and devation, have all been more or
neglected, and there have sprung up as the mise-
fe fruits of his neglect, tares in abundance, spirit-
sloth, a praud and vain temper, a worldly spirit,
{an unholy mind.

Frori a'Sermon, by Williamn Heathcote

De Lancey,

bergs, brilliantly reflecting the rays of the sun, but
still encircled with an atmosphere of frost, and com-
posed of particles which chill men to the very heart.
In enforcing the grounds of encourngement to the Min-
ister of Christ, the Bishop observes—

4. If to animate him in the work of person-
al holiness, the apostle did not hesitate, to fix his
eves on the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus, we need not fenr that we ure violating the
letter or the spirit of the Gospel by lifting our own

D. Bishop of the Diocese of Vrestern New-York,

desponding and timid cyes to the same heart stir-

andthought- his service.
are little estimated incomparisor: with fer-; s w

louc of the public en from the weeping and wailhing of Hell ?
& s0 tnuch more the cucrgelu:,thnnfdisciplo of Christ to be “tirred to zeal, s
e Chustian, ternfic im
iminister, is an additional temptation te nim to seek, able {1
«thor than in the private vir- issues of apostacy and
¥, and thus ticows an additional be

£,for our instructions into t

gthenod by the 'ring prospect. It is a mysticism which has dond lit.
tlich we live <-'tlo fur the adva
t 1s an age of boistevous religion,—of impetuous and 'forbids us to 1
--ollufty enterprises t¢ pro-
hrist,which exact from the clergy, what Christ hus

greo of notorety, and subject them to his atonement, w

ico of manly piety amongat us, that
ook above for motives, and which
our vision to tho singlo ground of
effected in the way of pardon by
ithout looking to ‘what Christ has

jwould encamp

unabtrusive purchased for us hereaiter by nis mysterious sacri-
hamildy, spirit- fice,

and now holds up to excite and animate us 1n
"The cheeriag influence of lus proms-
ars not with the eflicacy of his cross. Why is

ho'not the Christian Pastor to string his harp with the
at- melodies of Heaven as w
mos, John, the divine, but the impetusas and fierv trampet of denunciation w

ell as rawse to his lips the
hose dismal notes are tak-
Is the
olely by the
ages ol un undymng worm, and an unquench-
ame, and a vengennce-taking God, the direful
impenitenece, ad never to
prompted to exertion by the glorious visions which
jthe Gospel opans to lus astounded eye, the rivers of

path is the m.”,leasure and the tree ot life, the golden stroets, the
tectual accupation of the pastar,  He is, he ought| House not made with &

ands eternsl in the Heavens,
alzm coming down from heaven resplen-
b2 On, well
peaple, 1f our
ghts were ofteuer, in hours of seclu-n, com-
g with that Gad wio seeth in secret —hited up

al studies.— to scenes which his gracious promises nofold, pene-
pected without trating the Heaveas, and transporting us, as it were,
xtraordinary tale..c, or to the very presence of the lamb enthroned in glory

I plead for no vain at-
jtempt to detail, or to depict what God has not ree
;vealed as to the nature and constituen's of futura

ch study ,s‘bliss. Thir is a sea alveady strewed with the {rag-
There is a danger, ments of a !.le)usund shqlwrpcks. But I do urge that
-| Christian mini-ters and Chiistian people should follow

ple of St. Paul, and look oftener to the cla-
ze whicl: an Almighty Savivur has purchased

jligious und the ministerial hfe, when we need the

or devo. animation, which such contemplations inspire—ti-nes
tinn1lhabits ur inelinations. No small partion of the- ;;l"’" Pe';l'le!"f;fs d
! . . H irali is i ; eart, when effurts
2. In the apt and expressive langtage of Christ oingical investigation is but little econnected with s utls,

stract, and opposition sinks the
and prayers, and study, and zeal,
and fidelity scem utterdy meffectual in opening a way
be hardened and sw-blinded
hearts of men, sud when in regard to ourselves the
divine threatening against Israel appears to he veri-

And the danger tojfied upon us, when tae Heave i over are us brass,
lies exposed is that of disjomn-)#nd the earth under vs s ast n, without dews trom
ing growth in knowledge from growth in grace.—|abuve, or vegetation from bencath, then, and on ail

ocessions,when tampted to despoad, or retax,or falter,
let our eyes be tarued in fath to the glorons scenes

werful as is its i fluence to restrain the outward D1t his heart contracts. In the process he loses his]above where C"";} sitrth ut the night hand of Gad
nduct,it yet does not, and caanot, reach to that, S°sibility o haly impro sins, and through the a-) =10 the crown of glosy that fadeth not aw
! , , TG at.

ay, to tue
great recompense of reward, the priz2 of the hih cai -

ft s a view that wiil
¢ steps i the path of
to iafuse vigor into our efforts, to Lt us
awml todis-

serve to staaldy our falteri
godliness,

tore, looking uato Jusus the author and fiswsher of
our faith,who for the joy that was set bafore him,en-
2 crags, despising tue shame, and 17 now sat
down on the 1right hand of the Majesty on high,
Toi her may we all come, throuzgh the 1finite menits
of our Lord.

For the Colonial Churchmen,

The names of the fen Antediluvian patriarche taken in
succession,express the two grand truths contained in scri p-
ture, viz :—the natural misery of man,and his restoration
by the death of Jesus Christ.

Adam. Seth. Enos. Cainan. Mahalalecl.
man  sade qwretch lamenting, the b ightness of Gad
Jared.  Enoch. Methuselah.  Samech. Noah.
descending instructed: his death sent fothe afflieted, conso-
{lation.
The names literally translated form the foregoing senw
{ence. )
— .
The tenses timed.— Prassens cst imperfectuin; per-
fectum et plusquam perfectum futurum est.”

GroTivs.




