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States and in Ruscia, In Scotland sheep-washing was very
much on the decline, and there was a larger proportion of ua-
washed wool put in the market every year. The questicn
uaturally arose—Wers the northern farmers wise in keeping
up the present system of placing their wool in the market in
the washed state ? With the cxparicnoe of other countries
before them, he was inolined to think that, if sheep wero be-
uefited by washing, it was absolutcly indispensable that thoy
should be washed. The next important question for the
northern farmer to consider was—If }e did not wash his
sheep, could he find a veady market for his greasy wool ?
and if 50, did it pay him better to have bis wool washed or
greasy ? Here again the experience of other countries, whr e
sheep were grown for tho sake of the wool, pointed to the
answer that it was not better to wash the wool, )

He had the result of several local experiments before him,
and in only one casc had the resait been unsziisfactory to the
grower, who was the Rev. H, Fox, of &, Bees, But against
that he put the cxperience of Mr. Mitchell, of Howgill Castle,
who 3aid he made more for his fleeces in the greasy state
than in the washed; and he had divided his clip, washing
one-half, and leaving the other greasy, and patting it up for
sale by auetion.

The pext question was a most important one. Did the
actual consumers of the north wool prefer to buy it or use it
in the washed or in the unwashed state? He adduced the
opinions of several of the largest consumers of north wool in
th~ country oo the subjeot. Messrs, W. and H. Foster pre-
ferred to use washed wools. Messrs, Robertshaw and Sons,
of Bradford, said, in their opipions, so far as bred wool was
concerned, it was better both for farmers and users to wash
the wool before clipping. Messrs. Anderton and Sons said
their expericace favoured washing, as wool in the grease, if
kept apy length of time, became discoloured, and harder to
the touch, than the same wool in the washed state; and in
the nortb,where there were so many beaatiful streams to tempt
the farmers to wash, there ought to be no hesitation o2 two
opinions on the matter. Messrs. Qldroyd and Sons said they
used all their Cheviot wool unwashed. Mr. Thomas Lea,
M. P.. said that as arale it was best to wash shecp before
shearing, unless the wool was to go into consumption as soou
us it was off the sheep’s back. In England clips were often
held for one, two, and three yeers—a very bad custom—and
if it remained in the grease, the colour wounld be destroyed,
ard if unwashing became universal, the market would be
filed with bad coloured wool. This opinion referred more to
the better class of wool than to the rough, strong wools. He
wag convinced it would be a bad thing frr the entire British
clip to be an unwashed one. Messrs, John Shaw and Sons
preferred north wool in its greasy state, providing it could be
kept white. Hemp was a great objeotion in nerth oross-
flecces, and on this account was totally uamsuitable to many
woollen maanfacturers. Messrs. Biggart and Co, said that
they could point” to no decided advantage in either mode,
though each had its advantages and drawbacks. Messrs, E.
Boden and Co, stated that they had always been in favour of
unwashed wools; the manufactured gsods always looked
better, the colour was better, the material hetter to handle
and to wear, In their opinion thé method usually adopted
by farmers and others at washing time wes both orucl and
clumsy, Mr. John Reddibough said e preferred “halfbred
wools unwashed, providing ‘the'sheép had'not beeri op Yuraip,

ploughed or clayey lnnd, whith wotls kie would hot buy atall, | .- - -

if unwashed as it was impossible to jndge theiryield. * -

Here, Mr, Hargreaves said, there was divided opinion, be*
all wero based upon long ‘practical experience. Al wool,
whether clipped in the washed or greasy state, before it could
becombed, spuo, and manufactured, must be well scoured by

soap and hot water, and the scouring machines in all factories
were a very important and expensive plant. Tho wool buyer
for s manufacturer in valuing and purchasing wool had to cs-
timate what the wool would cost clean tcoured. Farmers
most not ran away with the idea that if they did not wash
their wool they would get as much for it per pound as they
would if it was washed. Tako for examplo an ordinary
washed half-bred hogg-fleece, which would lose in scouring 16
to 20 per ceht. This would cost clean scoured about 1s. 1d.
perIb. If the same wool was unwashed, as the greasy flecce,
it would lose about 4C per cent. The buyer would then re-
quire to purchase it at 20 per cent. less than the washed
wool, namely at 8d. per lb., and at this it would come out
clean sooured at the same price, 1s, 1d, per 1b. Bricfly put,
a farmer wonld be as much iz pooket by selling, say, a mixed
olip unwashed at 7d. perlb,, as he wonld be by selling the
samo clip washed at 9d. per 1b. They should also tske notico
that the finest-haired wools lost the most in scouring. There
was no doubt wool lost colonr if kept too long either in the
greasy or washed state,

He went on to condemn the practice of furmers hoarding
Gp their wool year after year. He spuke from a wool point
of -view, and also with the view of helping forward Lady Bec-
tive’s movement. They should make a rule never to com-
mence clipping their sheep until the provious year's olip
wus gold aund turned into money. That was the kernel
of the whole question. Think of the great good to be derived
by adopting the polioy of selling their wool every scason! It
found its way to the manafactnrer and the spinner, and if not
made into ladies’ dress goods, it wag used for carpets, tweeds,
keitting yarns, and other articles which took up an enormou-~
quantity of wool. If wool was sold at low prices, they would
ficd the benefit of low pricea in clothing. By sclling the wool
every year, they kept the prices more regular, and there
would not be so many fluctuations, and so farms would be
kept more regalar in the rents.

He bad been often asked by farmers for advice. He would
say if he was a northern farmer, with the clean grassy lands
of the district, he would never wash sheep. His experience
as a salesman was that unwashed wool met with better com-
petition than washed wool. To those who could not make up
their minds on the question he would say—Wash half of
their sbeep, and leave the other half unwashed, and then
they could judge for themseclves which was the better course.
In any case, whether they clipped their sheep washed or un-
washed, sec thst the wool was well got up; in all cases, im-
prove the breed as much as possible, Tn the better bred
Hocks, it would be advantageous, he thought, to introduce a
merino oress. To the fell farmers bhe would say there was
still room for improvement in the blackfaced breeds; let them
abolish the use of salve, and do not mix their dip with bad
oil or tar or anything that discoloured and stained the wool.
Do not, P~ said, wrap locks inside your flecce before rolling
up. All fribs acd dirty pieces must be taken from the flcece
and kept sepavate, as they st+in and injure the wool if rolled
up with the flecc.. Also, avoid large tar marks, Mark the
shecp on the car or the face, Carefal attention to these de-
tails would give them a better market for their wool, and in
these days of keen competition it was desirable in the interests
%f thtla British wool-grower that the production should be

vst-clasa. . o

Manuring on Dairy Farms.

The opinion s held by some soms that dafry*férming“is an
exhdustive system; and we have even kuown landlords to obs



