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Tite Fate of Pt)ublica. By PROF. L.
T. ToWNSEND, D.D. Pp. 303.
New York:. Hunt & Eaton.
Toronto: William Briggs.

This book lias -already passed
through several editions, and is re-
vised and its historical part brouglit
down to date by its accornpiished
author. Anything written by Prof.
Townsend wiil well repay reading,
and lis historical sumimaries are
remarkable for their brilliance and
condensation. Re shows by a wide
induction of facts that the republica
of antiquity and of the Middle Ages
fell through their own corruption,
and lie prognosticates a similar fate
for that of the United States, under
the menace of the perils arisîng from
social ancq political, evils, and from
aggressive Romanism. '"The facts
presented," ho says, "appear already
as black and portentous clouds along
our couutry's horizon, and day by
day the gloom thiekens. " One of
the perils he speciaily referB to is
that from, illiteracy, not mereiy
among the newly emancipated slaves
in tlie South, but in the border
States, wliere one of the sehool com-
missioners states that the people as
a whole are making greater efforts
to ra.ise pigs tlian to educate their
children.

The greatest peril seema to us
to be the rôle played by the saloon
in politics. But we are far fromi
sharing IProfessor Townsend's pes-
simistic views as to, thefuture of the
Anierican Union. There is patriotism
and religion enougli to triumph over
ail these menacing ilis. The so-called
republics of Greece and Romne were
not republies at ail, but an oligarchy
cf tyrants. The stablest empire on
earth to-day, that of Great Britain,
is more reaily a republic, through the
democratisation of society and of the
Churches, than any the world ever
sawv before. The United States has
done marvels in absorbing andl as-
similating into its political lifo mnany
millions of the worst, classes of
Europe. Now that that influx is
likely to ha cliecked, the power of
the Churches and of the sehools will
be the great moral antise* tir, that
will save the nation from corruption.

We quite agree with Dr. Townsend
'chat "the only thing that can save
the United Statea from the fatality
of historie republics is practical Chris-
tianity axnong the niasses of the
people." But we think that the
million of Sunday-school teachers,
the ten maillions of Sunday-school
scholars, and the nearly two millions
of young people pledged to Chris.
tianw~ork and Christian consecration
in the Epw-orth Leagues, Christian
Endeavour Societies and King's Sons
and Daugliters, are a pledge and
portent of the preservation of the
Repub!ic from the destruction that

bas overtaken the selfiali oligarchies
of antiquity. We prefer, instead of
Dr. Towvnsend's jeremiad, Brown-
ing's exultant prophecy, "God is ini
Ris heaven; allPs riglit with tlie
world."'

Pictitrcsque Itdia. By W. S. C.&mE,
M. P. 8vo, pp. 606. London:
Geo. Routledge & Sons. Toronto:
William Briggs. IPrice 83.65.

This is the best book on Indi,
within reasonable size and coat, that
we know. Mr,. Caine, wlio is the
well-known energetic Member of
Parliament for Borough-in-Furness,
an active -%vorker in politica. and
social reforma, and an ardent friend
of missions, bas rendered great ser-
vice to ail who would form some
idea of Britain's great Indian empire,
by collecting so mucli valuable in-
formation as is found in thia book,
and by presenting it i sucli attrac-
tive forîn. Mr. Caine is at once an
acute observer and vivid recorder
of wliat lie lias seen.

In looking over these sumptuous
pages we have brought before us
graphie pictures by pen and pencil
of the teeming populations of the
great cities, those huniming hiýes of
industry ; the many-coloured proces-
sions, pomp and pageantry of barbar-
Oua kings and princes ; the strange
architecture of palaces and mauso-
leums ; the ghiats, and tanks and
tomba. These are ail reproduced in
vivid description and in accurate
portraiture. Indeed, one of the
moit striking characteristies of the
book is its ample and admirable
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