EXAMINATION OF OFFICERS.
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of personul’ privileges.- The high
oﬁice ﬁhmh hold with so much
pride and pléadure has itg obligations,
which 1 have éndeavored to discharge
faithfully and in the highest interests
of the noble Order, which, be assured,
will suffer no deteuoratlon so long as
{be insignia of the Supreme Grand
aster remains in my hands.

.

EXAMINATION OF OFFICERS.

‘Wheniniprovements ean be affected
in the working of a lodge, there cer-
tainly is no just reason why an old
order of things shonld be adhered to,
—indeed,. it ougbt to be the aim of
every W. M. to make his meetings as
attractive and instructive as possible.
That such & desirable state of affairs
is not general, must be patent to
every brother who has virited lodges
in different parts of the Colony,—in
faot, the rendering of the ritual and
lectures in a creditable manner is the
exception—not the rule, and we would
suggest the adoption of a eourse for
effecting an improvement in this re-
spect. It is not $00 much to expect
that aspirants to office should, at the
loast, become conversant with the
duties requived from them, and yet
instances have been brought under
our notice in which officers of differ
ent grades were sadly deficient in
knowledge of the ordinary work of a
lodge. We might even go farther and
assert that brethren have occupied
the Eastern chair who could not even
open and close & lodge in a creditable
manner—who were, in faot, mere
automatons, the. P.Ms. having to con-
duct ceremonies that should have
beén performed by the W. M. This
being wie case, we ask, what must
have heen the feelings of an intelli-

gent candidate when an agitated |,

ap]utter spoilt what ought to have
baen s most itpressive ceremony" I

sy ‘nnqhestxoné.bly, a most oreditable’

ambition on' the part’ of a brothér
whien,he;aspires to theposition of &
W. M., but he should not. oyerlppk
the fact thas the prosperity of

lodge must depen& in a great meas -
ure, on the menner in ‘which he may’
conduet his proceedings, and strive t6
acquire the information nepegsary for
making him competent to’creditably
discharge the duties he has under-,
taken to perform. To this end, the
governing bodies would aot Wxselv, we
think, were they to institute a system
of examination of aspirants to the
different chairs, and suffer no brother
to take office unless he gave proof of
his qualifications for peérforming the
daties that may be required of him in
a satisfactory manner. This subject
we take to be a highly important one,
ags the adoption of our suggestions
conld not but prove the means of
making lodge mestings attractive and
causing increased interestin Masonia
proceedings to permeste the ranks of
the Fraternity generally.—New Zea-
land Freenason.

A FAMOUS CORNER STONE.

From the Boston Herald wa learn
that the corner stone of the Benning-
ton (Vt.) DBattle (Aug. 16, 1777,)
Monument, was laid Aug. 16th inst.,
with imposing Masonic ceremonies
by the G. M. & G. L., A. F. & A. M.
of Vt., assisted by the R. A. Masons
and the'Grand Commandery, K. T.
of Vt., their Bixcellencies the Gover-
nors of Vt., N, H., and Mass., with
their staffs, the officers and members
of many loeal friendly societies, and
civic and other organizations; many
military companies, bands of musig,
& select double quartefte choir, &o.,

and an immense concourse of spec-
tgtors. .
' At the olose of the Masonic cere-
moniés, ﬁtt.mg and elnquent»addresses
‘ Xe;ﬁ {llelzgﬁmdlgv M. g. ﬁroGA%frgz}.
‘ a 3 p0g,) G, . O
{Vit.,. GOy, qu?si;y o’;’tl Verroat,. and .
’b?th ) Hoq .“ ., Stg‘warb, “oratox;

‘The cloemg words of the G. ﬁ"“ g



