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will be, of great cervice to them, and to us. In the
race of commwmercial computition the farmers of
America have un important p'sce. The removal vt
gbsiid aud injurious restrictiors on the freedom of
trade, cannot fail to exert 3 very bea ficial influrnce
on their material wenlth aud progress  Those who
consume o' r surplus produce & s, derive benefit in
the fucility of access'to our murket now affy ded
tothem. For this boon, the furmers of Canada are
sargely indebred to the unwearicd exertions of the
Hon. Mr. Merritt,

While congratulating ourselves on the rapid sirides
wheeh Canada is making, [ am anxious to press on
your attention the sutject o' Agzrical ural Eduzation,
88 the great instrument of promoting our prosperity.
This may seem a work of supererozation.  Man gen-
eraliy assents to the propos tion that ¢ Knowledge is
power,” yetit is a fuct that Agricuiturists. asu
body. do nut act on this prive ple; I wean inco tar
as regards the Science of Auriculture. dany strange
notious exist in reference to it, and g0 very much is
it peglected, that the language of the old Roman an
thor reems almost applicable to vur own time ard
country——** Nothing,” he suys,  cquals my surprise
when [ consider thut while those who desire to ) arn
to speak well, gelect au orator whuse eluyuese may
gerve them as o model 5 while those who are anx.ous
to dance. or become goud musicians, employ n danc
ing or a music master; in short that while everyone
looks for the b st master, in order to make the hest
progress under his instructions, the most important
toieuce, next to that of wisdon, has peither pup.ls
nor teschers 1 have seen schools established for
teaching rbetoric, geomerry, music and dancing. &c,
-and yes I have never scen o marter 1o teach ayncal
ture, nor a pupil to learn it.” Itisa very cummou
opiniva that education unfits men for 1.bour, aud
that the only man who will assidalously persevere iu
it, isthe iguorantand the illitcrate. Thisis a very
absurd idea When you set an illiterate man todo a
piece of work, if he obeys you it is irom the mere ha-
bit 01 vbedience to precept. Now this bhabit cannot
ensure & proper p rfors ance of the duty required.
Your ouly security is in tbe iutelligence which the
man can bring to bearon his task. Ile must under-
stand the “ how and why” of the piocess, or his ef
forts may be misdirected. The really intelligent
man, should his moral faculitics be in proger exer-
cise, will do his work from a couviction that it is
reasonabte aod proper that it sheuld be dowe in the
‘way pointed out. Nothing can b: more pernicious
in practice 1han this false estimate of the ef-
fect of education, The mass of Canadian far
.mers till their own land, and the labuur is cbiefly per-
formed by their own fami.es. Should they tiain

+their families en the priaciple that labour and educa-
tion are incompatible, bow fearful would then be the
result as respects our social and industrial position ?
Fortunatesy, the youth ot Canada are enjoyiog the
blessings of a Common Senool system, which is the
glory of our }and, and the bouour and pillar of the
State. They cannot, taerefore, be illiterate. But
they do not receive that kind of education that wil
Ait.them for the proper exercise of the profession ot
Agricalture. Here lies the whole cause of the d.ffi-
oulty. Many farmers give their sons a liberal edu
.cation, expecting that, when they rhall have gone
throuyh their course of instruction, they will retarn to
agricultural pursuite. Xo the mejority of cases, the
young med go to other professions, much to the cha-
grin of their parents, who at once couclude on seod
ing no more of the r ~ons to get a liberal education.
Their.neighbours, influenced by their opiniors, fol-

—— — o

low their example. They never once a'trihute the
effzct to the proper cange ; namely, that they gave
their sons that kind of educatu which exzited a
taste for, and gualified them for practising other pur-
suitsthan that of Agricoliur-,  Would it be reacon-
able fur a parent who had bound bis son to serve an
apprentice ship to a shoe naker to expect that, at the
eud of bis term, he wou @ tarn bis attention to black-
smithing, and at once be pofi‘ient init? So with
auny other trade. And as it is impossible to gain pro-
ficieney in any urdertaking without the preparatory
processer necessary {0 give that proficiency, €o it is
with Agriculture.  Auother cause of wany of our
youth engugine in other professions is the low esti-
mate which i3 formed of the dignity of labour. This
is producing a most vicivus state of feeling. A
tart of sickly seutimenta ity, vanity, conceit and
folly, drive numbers of young men to other eccupa-
tions, They seemn to thiuk that 10 one bhas any
cl»im io respcetability. or can hope to rise in the
world, unlesa he be a prysician merchant lawyer,
&e.  They draw vivid pictures of the success that

shall attend h-ir patb tbrouzh life, avd of ease and
comfort wh ch they shall enjoy when emancipated
from what they consider the toil and Jrudgery of a
arin 1r's life  They crowd into our towng nud cilies,
wher- masy of them exchange purity of lifeaud mag-
ners, and & noble profession, for viee, ¢iripation,
| disappointment, and, ton uften. 8 miserable e d. This

state of feeling prevails to ap a'arming extent, and

must h- promptly and vigorously wet, or the suu of

our prosperity will soon be obscured  Where, then,

is the remedy ? The work must begin with your-

selms  You have, by your apathy saoctioned the
‘ degradation of your profession. You have permited
I'0-her men to forw a Jow estimate ot it, and to usurp
that position which in common with them you should
occupy. What secular pursuit is superior 10 yours,
cither in point of honour or usefuluess; yet by
many it is not 80 deemed. Ihave heard men, from
whose education better thiogs wight have been ex-
peeted. talk contemptuounsly or the men who wear
homespun., Make the frieze coat respected. Dou't
think and say that Jabour and educativn are incom-
patib e. Teach your young men that they oughbt to
be educated. Give your suns not m-rely goed com-
mon school instruction but a liberaland thorough
ly scientific Agricultural education. Aud, when
they +ball bave fipished their curriculum. instead of
looking for them in the crowdod city, engaged in
other av: catious, you will find them beside you, at-
tached to your own bouoroble calling, aiding you
with en igbtened counsel, and comfort ng you in the
evening of life. Do men in any other walk of life,
t eat their professions disrespectfully ? Are they not
all eager to bring the light of science to bear on
them ? Is it less necessary for yours. Nothing i3
bazarded by asserting that its aid is becowing abso-
lutely indizpensible. It is true we have got on to
some extest without much scientific knowledge, but
the time is at band when a diffcrent course must be
rursued. The old system does well enough while
the large deposits of organic matter last. With a
virgio soil and abundance of vegetable manure, there
is httle difficulty in raising abundant crops.  Thig
stock is nearly exhausted, and other modes of eulti-
vation are needed. Professor Johnston, who vigited

Canada some years ago,adverts to this subject which
ought tG rouse us to action. Although the picture
he has drawn may be too highly colored, yet there
is g0 mach truth ia the reference that I am induced
tc quote it,—* as to the condition of agriculture, a3
an art of life, is cannot be denied that this region, as




