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will be, or great fervice to tbem, and to ug. In the fow their example. They never once a,(riiute the
race of commercial competitiun the farmiers of efl'-:ct Io the proper cause ; namely, that (bey gave
America have aun important 'iace. Thp r, moval ut thei sons that kind of educati u whi.h ex2ited a
absuid and injurious re>trictiovs on the frvedon of taste for, and qualifli d themn for practi'ing other pur-
trade, cannat fail to exert a vtry ben. fluial influence uitsthan that of Agriciltur-. Wouild it lie reason.
on their material wealth and progrt ss Those who able for a parent who had bound bis sin to serve an
cOnsume o- r surplus produce a sa, d rive- benfit in appr-ntic. sbip to a shoe raker Io e.xpect tiat, at the
the facility ofi access to our uaîket nîoîw alWi ded eti of bis tern, he wou ù turn his attlntion to black.
to them. For this boon, the furnes of Canada arv smiihing, and at once be p-ofi -ient in it ? So witl
largtly indebed to the uuwearitd exertions of tbe any other trade. And as it is impossible to gain pro-
lon. Mr. Merritt. fleiency in any undertaking without the preparaiory

While congra'ulating ourselves on the. rapid sirides prot:eses nec ssary Io give- that protieieicy, eo it is
which Canuada is aking, i am aixious tu pr s on wb Agriculture. Another caui-( of ipaH of our
your attention the sulject o' Agricul urîal Eduzation, youth eng;tginr in other prof. ssions i4 the lia esti-
as the great instrument of pr omoting our pro>perity. !itnte wnich i-3 formed of the, dignity of labour. This
This nay seem a vork of sapereroauon. Man gen. 1s prodtcing a most vicious state of feeling. A
erally asseuts to the propon tion that ' Knowl-dge is bort of sickly seutimenta ity, vatnity, conceit and
power," yet it is a iuci that Agriculturists. as a folly, drive iumîbers of youtng uit-n to other occupa-
body. do not act on this princ ple; I iean in bo tar tiolff. They seem to think that l.o ole bas any
as regardi the Science of' Agricult tre. Manystrange el im to respoetability. or eau hope to rise in the
notions exist in reference to it, and so very much is world, uni'ns he be a p',ysiciin mrt-cl'ant lawyer,
it neglected, that the language of the old Roman ln &c. The« draw vivid picture of th- success that
thor seems almost applicable to our onu time ai d shall attend th-ir patb tbroîuh lift-, aud of .ase and
country-" Notbing," he sitys, " equal< my sUi pri>e comfort wh ch they shall mnjoy wb, n emancipated
when I consider that wbile tbose who dezii e to . arn from what tbty consider thé- toit and dru-ry Lf a
to speak well, select an orator u huse elenenc may farm r's life They crowd into o-r to.s anud cities,
serve the-m as a model ; while thos.e who are anx.ous wher. many of thei exchange purity of lifeaod man-
to dauce. or become goud musicians, employ ia dans ni rs, and a noble profeson, for vice, itsipationi,
ing or a music master; il shot t that white every one disappointment, and, toi often. n. miserable e d, Thi
looks for the b st master, in order to nake the be.-t state of feeling prevails to an a'aresing extent, and
progress under bis instructions, the most impot t nist b- pi omptly and vigorously met, or the suu of
toieuce, next to that of wisdon, has ricither pup.l, our protperity will soon he obquured Where, then,
nor teachers i bave seen schools estatslijtbd for is the remedy ? The work mut begin with your-
teaching rhetorie, geomerry, wusic and dancing. & , s-li-s You have, by your apathy sauctioned the
-and yet I have never seen a iuaster to teacl Agi tuut diî,-,rtlation of your proession. Yoti have permired
turc, nor a pupil to learn it." IL is a 'very cumnou o .-tr nmen to forn a low estimate of it, and to usurp
opinion that educatiton untits n.en f&.r 1. bour, and that position whicb in comion with them you should
that the only man wb wdl assidalously persevere lu occupy. What seculhr pursnit is i.up-rior to yotrs,
it, is the ignorant and the illiturate. 'This is a very eithter in point of honour or usefuluess ; yet by
absurd idea When you set au illiierate mati to do a inany it is not so deemed. [ have beard men, from
piece of work, if he obeys you it is frotm the inere ha- whose edueition better things uight bave been ex-
bit oi obedience to prect-pt. Now this habit cannot pie-ttd. talk contemptuously or the men who wear
ensure a proper p rfor ance of the duty required. bomspîîn. Make the frieze coat respected. Don't
Your onily security is in tbe iitelligtence which the thinîk and say that labour and education are mcom-
man can bring to bear on bis task. le must under- patib e. Teach your young men that they ought to
stand the " boa and why" of the piocess, or bis ef be educated. Give your sons not m-rely good com-
forts nay be misdirected. The really intelligent mon school instruction but a liberaland thorough
man, should bis moral faculities be in pro;er exer. ly scienthfic .A/-ricultural education. Antd, when
cise, will do bis work from a conviction that it is they 1-hall bave fini.hed their .urriculum. ingtead of
reasonabie and proper that it bhutld be done in the looking for them in the crowdod city, engaged in
,way pointed out. Nothing can b-t more pernicious other ave cations, you will find th-m beside you, at.
in praclice iban this .alse estimate oi the ef- tacbed to your own bonoroble callitng, aiding you
fect of education. The mass of Caudian far witb en ightened counsel, and comfort ng you in the
.mers till their own land, and the labour is chiefly per- eve ning of life. Do men in any other walk of life,
formed by their own famiies. Should they tiaiu t eat their profes>ions disrespectfully ? Are they not
itheir families çn the priociple that labour and educa. all eager to briug the light Of sciece to bear on
tion are incompatible, bo-v fearful woutd then be the them ? Is it less necessary for yours. Nothing la
result as respects our social and industrial position ? bazarded by asserting that its aid is becouiug abso-
Fortunate'y, the youth of Canada are enjoying the lutely indiepensible. It is true we have got on to
blessings of a Common Scoiool system, w hich is the some extent withoat much scientific knowledge, bat
.glory of our land, and the bounour and pillar of the the time is at band when a different course must be
State. They cannot, thýerefore, be illiterate. But rursued. The old system does well enough while
tbey do not receive that kind of education that w i1 tte large deposîts of organic matter last. With a
dit.them for the proper exercise of the profession o virgiu soil and abundance of vegetable manure, there
Agriculture. flere lies the whole cause of the d ffi- is lttle difficulty in raising abundant crops. 'his
culty. Many farmers give their sons a liberal edu stock is nearly exhausted, and other modes of culti-
.cation, expecting that, wbeni they ihall bave gone vation are needed. Professor Johnston, who visited
through their course of instruction, they will retnra to Canada some years ago,adverts to this subject wbich
agricultural pursuits. In the majirity o caEes, the ought tc rouse us to action. Although the picture
young men go to other professions, much to the cea- he has drawn may be too bigbly colored, yet there
grin of their parents, who at once conclade on send is so mach truth la the reftrence that I am induced
ing no more of the r tons to getL a liberal education. to quote it,-" as to the condition of agriculture, as
,Tàeir,neighbours, influenced by their opinions, fol- an art of life, is cannot be denied that this region, as


