
15.S HOYAL SOCIKTY OF CAVADA

occii|):itioii of the fort ill Aiiilicsrihurp, utidcr Liiut-Coloiicl J. li. Hahy.

ICvcry mail fon.-idcrcd fit for ticid scrvici' wa< iiiarclicil across the river

oil tlic ice to Browiistowii, where the Iliiliaiis \ver(' likewise direeled

to asseiiil)le.

1, By i^reat exertions a force of oT'^ of all ranks heloiifiiiij; to ten

ditTereiit corps was scraped to;:ether. Of these, litiii were reiiuhir sol-

diers or Provincial seamen. Three three-poimder-' and thrive small

howit/ers, moniiteil on ^leds, were manned by sipiads of the Hoyal

.\rtillery and seamen ami escorted by a company of tile l{oyal New-

foundland i!et;iment. I'our weak companies of the INt Ueuiment

olhcered by four sui)altcnis :ind ei^rht seri;cants. foriu.d the b.ickbone

of this motley aria\' under command of (,'aptaiii Joseph Talloii. As

ins]H'Ctinji field oMicer. i.ieiit-Coto.iel St. tJeorjie superintended the

moveiiK nts of the militia, of whom there were eifjlit small companii'S

commanded by Major Reynold.;.'

There were nearly five liundreil Indian^. maiiil>' Wyandots and

Pottowatomies, directed by nineteen white oflicers headed by I^lliott

and CaldNi-ell. .V ^m)oi1 number of ihe.^e Indians were armed with mus-

kets and mounted on their own horses. Before dark, Procter advanced

twelve miles to >waii t'reek. where he bivouacked in the open air.

Two hours before dawn the march was resumed, and just as day wa^i

breaking; the head of the column arrived within irunshot of the vill:ifj;e.

As the deployment i)e,nan in the fields on the left of the road the drums

in the American cam]) were heard beating the reveille. Then three

shots were fired by their sentries in rapiil succession, one of which struck

down a leadiiifi srciuidier of the Ust. Procter has been stronjily

censured tor not char^inii at once with his infantry, instead of wauin;^

for his artillery, which actually made little impression upon the enemy's

defences ami gave them time to recover from their surprise. But

their positivin was not yet precisely ascertained, and it was still so

dark that the i)alisades with little jets of llame darting from the loop-

holes Wire at first mistaken for a line of men drawn up in front.
'-'

Three guns were placed ia position in the orchard near the hollow;

the others were moved to the right of tlu' road to enfilade the village

from that direction, and were supported by a small party of Indians.

The whole of the militia and the great body of Indians made a wide

circuit to the left to turn that (lank. In this they entirely succeeded,

and rushing suddenly from their concealment, with shrill whoops upon

the 17th United States Infantry, which was wholly unprotected by

' StufT. 3; Royal Artillery, Xi. lOth Battalion Koyal Vctcnins, 4: -tlst Regi-

ment, 244; Royal Xewloimiilaiul, (U; .Marine Department, 2S; 1st Kssex .Militia,

Uti; 2n(l Kssex Miiiiia. '.Hi; (oMiiiu>.-iinat, 1. 1 leiii Tram, t; Uoyai l.iit;iiK-rrs, 1.

- Narrative of Shudrach Hyfield, 41st Hesinieiu.
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