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with Colonel Bellville, with the referve of
blufhirig, apprehenfive fifteen, whilft the
warmth of my friendthip for him, and the
pleafure I found in his converfation, have
let loofe the baleful tongue of envy, and -
fubjeted my refolution to the malice of
an ill-judging world, a world I defpife for
bis fake, a world, whofe applaufe is too
often beftowed on the cold, the felith, and
the. artful, and denied to that generous
unfufpecting opennefs and warmth of heart;
which are the ftrongeft chara&erifticks of
true virtue. My friendfhip, or, if you pleafe;
my love, for Colonel Bellville, is the firft
pleafure of my life; the happieft hours of
which have been paft in his converfation ;
nor is there any thing I would not facrifice
to my paffion for him, but his happinefs;
which, for reafons known to your Lady-
fhip, is incompatible with his marrying .
me.
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