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From Newfoundland £ Rocky Momntains
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Lo .| of explorers. The Catholic religion, alsa,
The Canadian Confederation coveriagto- | which, by its missionaries, has every-
day nearly all the northern territory of | where reached the farthest bounds of new
this contineant between the Pacific and | countries, has given much valuable evi-
the Atlantic, it will not be out ‘of place | dence. And the’ governors snd admin-
to trace the beginning and progress of its | istrators of colonies have contributed, in
geographical knowledge. i a great measure, towards fixing the
We will necessarily proceed in the | attenfion of th: powers and of  leading
order of 1ts discovery—going from East | men upon unknown regions susceptible
to West. By the aid of our varions his- ! of beiog thrown open to civilization.
torical narratives, 1t will be  easy to After Cartier, who found other French
sketch the advance of the white race in ; navigstors already in the Gulf of St.
its march from the St. T.awrence Gulf to | Lawrence, and who ventured as far as
the foot of the Rocky Mountains. Montreal, we remain for sisty years with-
 We must not forget that-Christopher ‘ out an advance in the knowledge of Ca-
Columbus and the _siscoverers who fol- | nadian geography.
lowed him sought to reach China and |- Champlain (1613)wished to reconnoitre
Japan. Some forty yearsafter the first | the country up to Hudson’s Bay; but
brilliant ttiumph of the great navigator, | instead of following the course of the St.
the Fremch tried to penetrate Ty a | Maaurice river, which he had remarked,
northern roftte into these new regions. | (1610,)he tried the passage by the Ottawa.
Newfoundland and the banks, where | On running up to the "Allumettes Island,
Bretons, Basques, and Normaas fished | the Indians convinced him of the useless-
for cod, had not attracted the attention | mess of the attempt, and of the fact that
of the civilized world. But in this direc- | the Bay was much too distant to admit
tion the King of France turned his eyes. | of regular connection between it and the
He sent Jacques Cartier, in 1534, to find | St. Lawrence. Se slight was the ac-
for him a passage by which he might open | quaintance of the whites with the North
relations with the Asiatic continent with- | and Weat at thie period, that they ima-
out troubling explorers from Spain. gined they could rgach the Pacific, or
The map of the world was then limited | could catch a glimpse of it almost as
enough. Some vague notions were held | easily as Balboa had gazed upon it from
among the learned men of the period; | the mountain-heights of Darien. They
but it would have been hard to find what . little gueased that, instead of an isthmus,
we call, now-a-days, a public interest in | they had to deal with a stretch of nine
these new questions. The old world very | hundred leagues !
carefully let alone the gréat problems of | Champlain’s genius reminded him that
geography. Barely a few of the wise . if the North preved difficult of access,
men, the deep thinkers, had dared to . the South might open itself to his designs.
attack the old theories of the extent and | Consequently, he turned in that direc-
true configuration of our earth. True, ' tion, and atter coasting alon the
the search forunknown lands commenced | Georgian Bay he traversed Lake Ontario
to prove attractive to the monarchs of | and passed through some parts of the
Europe; but whenever they were drawn . present State of New York. Thas, less
into enterprises of that nature, it was for 3 than eight years after Quebec was found-
the purpose of gratifyifig persenal ambi- | ed, Lower and Upper Canada were
tions, not scientific tastes, "Not until [ known. Champlain would seem to have
three centuries after Cartier’s day can a | perceived that there existed, this side of
dawning be noticed of true geographical ! the great lakes, a water-shed, whose cor-
enquiry. ) responding dip beyond must extend very
Commerce, the pioneer of nearly all | far. His own efforts stopped short of
enterprises, has furnished a great numbe  testing the correctness of the theory; but

* This society, incorporated in 1879 by Act of the Dominion Parliament, has for its objeet—1st. “To
popularizeand extend the study of geographical science, and of all the pursuits sobsidiary to its ad-
vancement; 2nd. To study and make known our 'y in relati its preductive forces, ......
with a view to augment its riches.and the well-being of its population; 3rd. To study our means of
<ommunicatior ...... aiid those of other countries, with a view to facilitate and extend commergial
relasions; 4th. To prosecute everykind of scientificstudy choadod phical sci A
5th. To open communication with the socicties of other m:m and to loc!mﬁo
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their co- otc., ete. The roli of moembers tucludes the Premier of Canads, and leadi

man of all parties ini the Prevines, the Roman Catholicand Angum Bisheps of Quodee, as well as many
names distinguished in the brilliant field of French-Cansdian fiterature,which—well-knowa and highty
henored aa it is in critical Parig—is literally & terra ncognita to Englishmen, and even to most English-
speaking Cagadiana! C €, oL ..




