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the vulgar tongue.  Mr. Irving then shifted his ground, ard re- .

fused. to be tried by those, or any-human creeds whatever and
appealed to scripture, insisting on substantiating the truth of al
the doctrines-and practices of his church on scriptural authority
alone. This was exceedingly.specious, and took ‘mightly with the
people, but such a’procgeding was as falsc as it was specious ;
and really as anti-scriptural asits pretence was that'of a pecu-
liar regard for scripture : it was doing what the whole of these
ministrations are doing, viz. acting contrary 1o the life and spirit
of God’s word, under a hollow- pretence of honouring the letter
of the law. . Now the scripture tells.us : “not to lie one to an-
- another;” not to:defraud one another ; to be men of honor, whose
yea and nay ‘may bona fide: be d’epended on; yét, Mr..Irving
having received his ministerial appointments from the church of
Scotland under a sacred pledge to-administer for her in ecclesi-
astical affairs according t6 what she believed the truth of God’s

word exhibited in her written standards, now refuses to be tried

as a minister of that church by those:standards.  The Mode-

rator, however, very properly refused to permit such a defence,
alleging that-as' Mr. 1. had accepted his ministerialoffice upon
the conditions of the observance :of ;these standards, by these
standards: they as a. court ¢f, that: church must ‘examine::and

judge. .If Mr. . ‘had “after. his ministerial ordination in this <

- church found, or fancied' he had found, such discrepancies be-

tween her standards and . the-alone and supreme law to-which
every. christian ‘must conform .all his thoughts, words, and ac-
tions; both ‘private-and: publxc, that-he could not conSmennously

abide by -them ; his‘path was quite clear; ‘the church of Scot- ’

- land assumed no infallibility ; supposed errors might'be brought
before her courts. for.re-consideration, and if there considered

_ anti-scriptural would be corrected, and if-not; and-the-eom-———

plainant remained: still- deSBIlSﬁed, he was:quite free to leave

the.church atd follow in.somé- other way. the dictates: of his -

conscience 5 :but to take up.his-defericeas he required would be
quite:iinsuitable and out of -place, and “would: be. opening the:
_ daor to-a:thedlogical eontroversy. which miglit  not- terminate

before that day: when all ‘error-and falsehood should-have pass=
ed awa}tfor ‘ever. - Upon this- Mr.ok; swith hiscarm:extended
and his faee: averted, deno ced them as:a. court of AnticChrist,
-and soon 1eft the chinrch, nor woubd he ‘retarn ‘to' attend -the
comtimuance of his' trial;: wfnch lastedifiom 9-A.. M. to hilf-past

9:P.'M:;, When hie-was contdémued::: "Fhe Moderator suimed up
~theljudgment of - the court.By:saying,they considered Mr. 1.
mgm)uss and ho]y man, éndowed with talents and: ‘attainments -
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