" that he was equal to the occasion, suppos-
Ing that he understood what had happened
at Washington, congratulated. him in this
manner:

Your telegram has .created better feeling
amongst merchants here. Most important Wash-
ington authorities wire proper instructions, Skag.
way and Dyea ; any delay will greatly prejudice
Canadian trade. North buund steamers with full
Seattle passenger lists leavin®® frequently.

But little did the people of the Pacific Coast
understand the administrative capacity ofr
the Minister of the Interior and his instinet
for government, upon which he divelt to
the immense amusement of “this House a
short time ago, when he having botched and
bungled the whole of this business from be-
ginning to end, dared to rise in his place
and sneer at the instinet of government
possessed by Sir John A, Macdonald. When
I heard that hon. gentleman, when I saw
his scorn, feigned or unfeigned, in regard
to the cgreer of that great statesman, wheny
I heard him discuss and criticise the states-
manship of Sir John A. Macdonald, I re-
miembered the old adage ihat a live dog was
better than a dead lion. On no other prin-
ciple that T can conceive would the Minister
of ithe Interior be warranted in the sneers
and scoffs that he threw against that great
name.- Well, the people of Vietoria soon
learned to meagure the value of our new
- plenipotentiary. at Washington, soon under-
stood how much the*telegram of January
meant. Remonstrances came from the coast
fifteen days afterwards, he infmmed the
people of that coast :

Satirday regulatipns being issued immediately,

. But still no cause of complaint, not a
ground of complaint from 'the Minister of
the Interior, we are to assume, had occur-
.red. Remonstrances came from the coast
having regard to. this positive and unquali-
., fied statement, this unqualified assurance
from a respons:ble Minister fresh from the
negotiations at Washington, after business
rtrans.xctlons had been based upon his as-
surance, ‘remonstrances followed and fol-
lowed quickly and daily. On the 20th Janu-

ary, this telegram went from the Minlster|

of the Interior to the Board of Trade :

It was arranged that there should be no regula-
tions at Stikine that would harass our trade, but
not spectfically provided that same reguldtions
ggiclr{ptud at Dyea gnd Skagway should apply te

ine

Still - 110 regulations ; still the officers of
the United States at the Sound, up on the
Stikine, at Dyea and Skagway, evelywhere
- that they could be found on that coast, were
eémbarrassing every Canadian steamship
company, stating that there were no instruc-
tions, received from Washington Still, of
course, those who had an abidibg faith in
the Minister of the Interior, and there were
some even then on the coast, excused the
Minigter by stating that the Instructions

not been time to communicate them to
these outposts. In the meantwvhile, our
rivals in the United States ports, at Seattle
and other ports on the Pacifie, were clutch-
ing, and grasping, and contvolling trade in
conndetion with our own Yukon country.
That was on the 20th. But again on
the same day another telegram came from
the Minister of the Interior :

Am advised this morning by the Assistant Sec-
retary of the Treasury that the collector of cus-
toms for Alaska would be in Washington in two
or three days,- and that regulations are held
pending conference with him

This shows the ‘manner in which the Gov-
ernment acted, against which there is
no cause of complaint! The hon. gentle-
man, acting as the representative of the

British Crown, had- exhibited the very best
of faith. Everythitig he had assured the
people at Washington would be done he
had implemented to the very letter, which
it was his bounden duty to do; and I can
\mdel ratand him resenting, even 1f he thought
‘it was not politic to express it, the action of
those authorities, but I- cannot understand
Lim, under the circumstances endeavouring
to excuseé this extraordinary conduct on the
part of the United States.-Government, up-
less he¢ was wholly erroneous, Wholly in-
accurate in regard to thdt telegram of Jan-
vary 3rd in wlnch he stated that the ar-
rangements and regulations had actually
heen completed. It was not necessary to
bring from Alaska the collector of customs
to discuss regulations that had been ar-
ranged and agreed to, according to the tele-

‘| gram ‘of the Minister.

Again, we had another verslon from the
Minister as to what happened.- On 22nd
January, he telegraphed to Captain Irvine
in Viectoria :

Arrangement was that instructions should be
given which would do away with customs charges
and inspection fees. Treasury Department has
nofl vet issued Jnstructions. Have been wiring
themn constantly. Last telegraph Say$ they ex-
pect to clrse in a day or two. Have done every-
thing possible ; At not see what more I can do
Txpeet it is only a matter of a few days.

I am in the hearing of the hon. Minister
of the Interior, and he knows he was gre-
viously disappointed ; that though he senf
this telegram on 22nd January, it was not a
matter of a few days but of weeks, and the
matter was not sgettled until after 22nd
January, when the Minister of Customs had
to come down to the House first with regu-
lations and instructions that concerned the
Dyea and Skagway only, and afterwards he
supplemented the statement by saying the
Government would obtain further informa-
tion and advice applicable to the case of the
Stikine River. I therefore, join issue with the
bon, Minister of the Interior,and I say we
are doing our duty here in expressing our re-
sentment against the treatment shown to a
Minister of the Crowh who went to Wash-

no doubt ha;l been setﬂled but there had
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ington, and in good faith conducted these
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