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ircacherous, cowardly and cunning.  Not so the brave <ons of the land
he =0 ardently coveted.  Ere the mighty gnomon of ¢ The Great Pyra-
nid™* had thrown its gigantic shadow o’er the red dial of the desert.
they had filled the long gallery of a glorious past with an array of por-
traity, the most superh presented by antiquity. Before the Yocal Mem-
non poured forth his hidden melody at sunrise, or ** The City of a
IIundred Gates'™ Lad sent forth Ler chariots to hattle, they had a local
habitatation and a name; and Lad stamped their imrpress upon many a
shore. No people in existence, to-day, can look bdck to an origin more
remote or clearly traceable through a countless lapse of ages than the
Irish; and hence it was, that at the period of the Anglo-Norman descent
upon their borders, the chivalry of a stupendous past was upon them;
and having its traditions and its glories to maintain and emulate, and
being, besides, inspired by the pure and unadulterated crimson tide that
had flowed in one uninterrupted stream through their fiery veins for the
space of two thousand years previously, they shrank from the treacher-
ous and dastardly system of assassination introduced by the ignoble and
cowardly Saxon, and struck only to the dread music of their own war
cry. . -

Still, although in detail hostile to the invader, no great, vunited cffory
appears to have becn made to rout him out root and branch, until he
had become so powerful as to make any attack npon him a mattersof thc
most serious moment, ard had, in addition, enlarged his borders through
sundry reinforcements from his own shores. The few more purely Nor-
man leaders that were inspired with some desire at least for a more hon-
orable mode of warfare, were utterly powerldss among the overwhelming
throng of their followers who had been long brutalized on the other side
of the channel. In this connection the proud, revengeful andthivalrons
natives were had at a sad disadvantage; for then, as to-day, they were
characterized by a spirit of knight-errantry, which dizdained to take an
enemy unawares. :

As an evidence that Hecary had the spiritual welfare only of the
people of Ircland at heart, and that the building up of the Church there
was his sole object, ne sooner did he land in that country, than he par-
celled out the entire island among te#)nglishmen—-Eaﬂ Stronghow,
Robert Fitzstephens, Miles de Cogan, Philip Bruce, Sir Hugh de Laey,
Sir John de Courcy, William Burk Fitz Andelm, Sir Thomas de Clare,
_ Otho de Grandison and Robert le Poer. At one sweep, in so far as a
royal grant could go, he confiscated every foot of land from Cape Clear
to the Giani’s Causeway, denied the right of the inbabitants to a single
square yard of their native soil. and made the whole countrr a present to
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