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Pickwick Papers whlch followed, placed him at once in the foremost ar
rank of popular writers of fiction. His novels are so well known i'
that any list of their titles is superfluous. In 1850 he commenced gi
the publication of Hosehold Words. which he carried on until 1859 E
when he established Al the Year Roind, with which he was con-
nected until his death, which occurred very suddenly at his resi-
dence, Gad's Hill, Kent, on June 9th, 1870. He left his latest C
work, The Mystery of Edwcid Drood, unfinished, and it remains a Afragment. It was not merely as a humorist, thougIL that was his
great distinguishing characteristic, that Dickens obtained such un- hexampled popularity. He was a public instructor, a reformer and h
moralist. Whatever was good and amiable, bright and joyous in
our nature, he loved, supported and augmented by his writings ;
whatever was false, hypocritical and vicious, he held up to ridicule,
scorn and contempt.

DRYDEN, JoHN, a celebrated English poet, born at Aldwinckle,
Northamptonshire, August 9th, 1631. He was educated at Trinity d
College, Cambridge, where he received his degree of M.A. He re-
moved to London iii 1657, and wrote many plays, and on the death
of Sir William Davenport he was made poet laureate. On the
accession of James II. Dryden became a Roman Catholic and en-
deavoured to defend his new faith at the expense of the old one, in
a poein entitled The Bind dnd the Panther. At the Revolution he n
lost his post, and in 1697 his translation of Virgil appeared, which, 1
of itself alone is sufficient ,to immortalize his name. His ode,
Alexander's Fecut, is esteemed, by some critics as the finest in the
English language. He died May st, 1700. h

GOLDSMITH, OLIVER, one of the most distinguished ornaments of
English literature, born at Pallas, Ireland, in 1728. He studied at
Trinity College, Dublin and afterward at Edinburgh. He traveled
over Europe, on foot, and returned to England in 1756, and settled
in London. It was not until 1764 that he emerged from obscurity
by the publication of his poem entitled The Truteller. In the
folowing year appeared his beautiful novel of the Vicar of Wake-
fiel. In 1770 he published The Deserted Village, a poem, which in
point of description and pathos, is beyond all praise. As a drama- i
tist he was very an'cessful and he produced many prose works.
He died in London on the 4th of April, 1774.

GRAY, THoxAs, an English poet of great merit, born in London
in 1716. He was.educated at Eton and Cambridge and in 1738 en.
tered the Inner Temple, but never engaged much in the study of
the law. In 1742 he took up his residence in Cambridge, where,
in 1768, he became professor of modem history. The odes of Gray
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