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THE ADMINISTRATION ;
OF PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS.

The administration of public affairs ia:
this province is proceeding with a
smoothness that must be highly gratify-

" dng to the great majority of the people.
An effort is being made by a section of
the press to make it appear that pro-
found dissatisfaction exists, but ‘such
papers do not even deceive themselves,.
not to speak of anyone else. So hollow
are the attacks made upon the govern-
ment that one is led to think the eritics
must be at fault, for it seems hardly
«credible that the very difficult task of
conducting' the business of a provinoe
like British Columbia could be carried
on with so little friction and se
little real complaint. But the more
intimately acquainted one hecomes
with the manner in which the adminis-'
‘tration of affairs is conducted, the more
impressed is he with the diligenece, in-}
dustry,.good faith and, on the whole,
excellent judgment exhibited, not only:
by the heads of the departmeats, but by
the whole.civil service. 'Year after year
passes without anything approachiag a
scandal, without a case of misappropria-
tion of public funds, without a single
grave dereliction of duty or a serious
mistake. We claim that this argues
well for the administrative ability of the
gentlemen who are at the head of affairs.
We are nmot now referring to broad
matters of policy, bnt to the gen-
eral routine of the public business,
and the reference is called out by the
fact that the so-called Opposition plat-
form contemplates a general overturn in
the civil service.

The province of British Columbia is in
one respect different from the other
provinces of Canada. In the others
municipal organizations of various kinds
relieve the provincial authorities of
a vast amount of work which here de-
volves upon the government. Take the
matter of education. In the other prov-
inces there are laws which direct the
Board of Education to do such and such
things with the public money, when the
school districts, or whatever name
they are called, do something on their
part. The government has nothing to
do with the matter except to see that
the Board of Education does its duty. If
a district wants a school house or a
teacher, it makes its own arrangements,
knowing that it will be entitled to pub-
lic aid to a certain exfentand under cer-
tain conditions. In most parts of this
province the schools are administered
directly from the department, and the
Minister of Education is responsible. So
as to roads; the municipalities in the
other provinces either wholly or in part
provide for these. In other provinces
while the administration of justice is
under the control of the Attorneys-Gen-
-eral the actual work in the very great
majority of cases is done by mun-
icipal officers without reference to him.
In more ways than could conveniently
be mentioned in a newspaper article the
government of British Columbia is
brought more closely into touch with
the people than are the governments of
the other provinces.

This system is the result of the sparsely
settled condition of the province. It has
been practically impossible to arrange a
system of county or township govern-
ment for the whole province; but we are
of the opinion that before very long
something of the kind will have to be
undertaken for all the more populous
districts, or otherwise there will be a
mass of detail to be attended to by the
government which will be beyond
what can be dealt with gatisfac-
torily without more than one increase
in the number of ministers and a very
large increase in the number of depart-
mental officers. Inorder that there may
be no misconception about what we are
saying, we wish it to be distinctly un-
derstood that we are not speaking with
the authority of the government or any
member of it, but are giving only the
result of our own observations.

One of the effecta of the system in
force in this Province is that it throws
too many details upon the ministers. It
is a fact, which one can see for himself,
that the four salaried provincial minis-
ters do work that in other provinces
is done by chief clerks or deputy
ministers. We venture to say that they
attend to details as the members of no
other provincial government do, and
we believe that this close applica-
tion to the routine work of their offices,
though at present necessary, is not
really best for the interests of the prov-
ince. We believe that in the near
future it will be found advisable for the
provincial ministers to recast their plan
of departmental work, so that they may
have more time to move about the prov-
ince and become familiar by personal
observation with the requirements of
the people.

The satisfactory condition of the pub-
lic service counts for more in public
opinion than the clamor of a few people,
whose sole ground of complaint is that
they are not able to feed at the public
crib. There is at least one conspicuous
illustration in this province of a public
man and journalist, who was ready and
willing to swallow all the sing of omis-
sion, all the sins of commission, all the
the botches and all the jobs, that the
most ingenious opponent can lay to the
charge of the administration, provided

'he-could get a cabinet office. From the
assaults of such opponents a government
has little to fear, especially when it 'is
entrenched behind a record of successful
administration.

‘THE-SURVEYOR-
GENERAL’S OFF¥ICE.

‘In the Golden Era appears a chazge
againstthe Surveyor-General. One alle-
Lgation is that it took nearly four years to
get through the survey of a farm. Thisis
true. i In the case referred to the farm
was gurveyed, and the surveyor iin-
cluded in it a piece of land covered by
another claim, contrary to the Land Act,
and offered no explanation for so doing.
‘Notice was at once given by the Sue-
\veyor-General that an explanation wae
'required. After nearly four years the
explanation came to hand, and the
-proper.order was at once made. It was
'the businees of the grantee to expedite
the explanation, if hewasin a harrv, A
tecond allegation is that the department
-does not - furnish sarveyors with copies
of plans, but refers them to the nearest
land office. This is not quite eorreet,
‘but it was: the course taken in the case
referred to by the Golden Era. The
Buryeyor-General does not furnish eopies:
of plans to the public on demand. The
raleis to.keep plans at the public ex-'
pense for public convenience; but if in-
dividuals want copies for their own eon-
venience, they must either make them
themselves or pay someone else to do so.
Thig is the .practice in all public land
departments., Usually some one of the
clerks in the effice makes copies asked
for, wsing his own time after office hours
to do 8o, and .making a small charge for
hig trouble. :In some cases, like that
mentioned by the Golden paper, appli-
cants are referred to the most convenient
land offiee, where they can make their
own eopieg,-or have them made as suits
them best.

The Golden Era threatens that great
changes will be made in the Crown Land
office when the new government comes
in. We have only to say that if it is
contemplated ¢o increase the staff of that
office so that it may attend to the pri-
vate business of the whole community,
an additional reasan js afforded for keep-
ing the opposition out,.

THE TEMPLETON OPTION.

On September 11 the following ap-
peared in the Nelson Tribune, being a
portion of an interview with Mayor
Templeton, of Vancouver :

“ What do you think of the state-
ments that Mr. Cotton is going to join
the Cabinet?”” was asked by tne inter-
viewer,

“I do mot think it likely,” replied
Mr, Templeton. “ Mr. Cotton could not
be re-elected in Vancouver ‘again, and
he is under a written promise, which is
in my possession, that he will not go
into coalition with the present govern-
ment without the consent of the party.”

Commenting upon this, the Daily
Times of this city said on the 16:h inst. :

Assuming that Mr. Templeton has
been correctly reported, representatives
in the legislagure who have been asso-
ciated in opposition with the member
for Vancouver must feel that they have
occupied a  humiliating position. Or
were they ‘ the party’’ whose consent
was to be obtained before Mr. Cotton
could coalesce with the Turner govern-
ment? If go, they were cognizant of the
existence of such a pledge, the existence
of which would indicate a suspicion that
the member for Vancouver had at one
time entertained the idea of going over
to the government. In view of the
recent utterances of . the CoronisT,
which were understood to hint at a
modus vivendi between Mr. Cotton and
the government, the startling statement
of the Mayor of Vancouver wii. deepen
the interest in the political game.
Necessarily, Mr. Cotton will be expected
to explain why such a pledge was exacted
from him,

To this very reasonable and very mod-
erate statement of the case, neither Mr.
Cotton nor his newspaper, the News-
Advertiser, vouchsafed a word of reply,
but permitted it to go on record, and be
spread from one end of the province to
the other that Mr. Templeton held Mr.
Cotton’s political future in his pocket.
We venture to say that no more damag-
ing statement was ever made against a
public man, that is, speaking politically,
of course, and that Mr, Cotton remained
silent under it, for fifteen days after it
was made public and for eleven days
after his co-worker in opposition called
on him to explain it, is as damaging to his
political reputation as the statement
itself.

On Sunday, the 26th inst., there ap-
peared in the News-Advertiser a col-
umn and a half interview with Mr. Tem-
pleton and a short editorial purporting
to deal with this matter. Both deserve
a place among the curiosities of political
literature. To understand the matter
properly it is necessary to bear in mind
that the Nelson Miner, in which the
statement of Mr. Templeton appeared,
was, and is, the most aggressive of the
opposition weekly papers. When asked
about the Miner’s remarks, Mr. Temple-
ton said :

I.did not see the report until long after
we left Nelson, or else I would have re-
turned and spoken to thereporter again.

We note that Mr. Templeton -here
does not pretend to deny the substantial
accuracy of the Miner interview, but, on
the contrary, must be taken in using
these words to endorse it as correct.
Therefore the Timesof thiscity was whol-
ly justified in calling on him for an ex-
planation, and the papers supporting
the government were warranted in their
comments. It also shows the absolute
falsity of the following statement made

-guage as reported in the Miner.

‘or any more than Mr,

'by-the News-Advertiser in regardte the
last named papers:

. They fastened with avidity on an item
ina brief report of an interview in a)
‘Nelso_n paper with Mr. Templeton dur-
ing his recent visit to that-city, andfrom |

it constructed a most wonderfnl piece-of
fiction. i

‘We say this is wholly untrue because,
all that was done by the papers referred
to was to .quote Mr. Templeton’s lan-'

Having delivered himself of the above,
ratification of the Miner’s report, Mr.
Templetondevoted nearlya column tothe
‘matter, but no where did he say or-even!
hint that Mr. Cotton was not pledged as
stated in the Miner. ‘On the contrary,.
‘he said::

Well, I said, moreover, Mr. Cotton is
not free to-enter the Cabinet. We have
hie written agreement, which practically
ties him, and prevents him from pursu-
‘1ng any such course.

Then follows-a very weak reference to
a pledge signed by Mr, Cotten on May9,
1894, and Mr, Templeton innocently goes
on, after a lot of explanation which. ex-
plaine nothing, to gay that he camnot
eonceive why the Nelson Miner’s report
-8hould “‘ be intended to mean more than
it conveys.” We submit that it has not
‘been wused by any one as convey-|
ing apy more than it conveys,
Templeton’s
statement, made under the eoaching of
the News-Advertiser, conveys. We also
submit that, if this pledge was of the
nature it is now represented to be, that
ig, a mere general pledge of opposition, |
the demand, made by the Times of this
<ity and above quoted, is absolutely in-
explicable.

We farther submit that if Mr. Cotton
wag bound by any agreemeat made 1n
1894, not to enter the present govern-
ment, he has shown himself to be a hun-
dred times more disloyal than we ever
imagined he could be. For his own
politieal credit we hoped that the date of
the option was some time in 1897. We
say that if Mr. Cotton has been boand
during the whole of the present year by
a pledge, which®he understood and
which his associates understood pre-
vented him from entering the ministry
or doing anything that would contribate
to its support, he is the most extraordin-
ary sample of & public man that ever oc-
cupied a seat in a legislature,

A FAMILY QUARREL.'

No one will be found to deny that the
Nanaimo Review is a staunch Liberal
paper and, we are sorry to say, opposed
to the local government. For this rea-
son its views on the proposal to run
Provincial politics on Dominion lines
are especially interesting. It begins a
long article in its last issue by declaring
that the movement had its origin in a
“ certain limited section of the Liberal
press of British Columbia,” but says
that it fell very flat. . We quote:

Fortunately, however, the better judg-
wient both of Liberals and provincial
oppositionists was against the calling of
such a convention. So pronounced, in-
deed, did adverse opinion become, that
these self-appointed conveners were
eompelled to belie their former preach-
ings and claim that the proposed con-
vention had nothing whatever to do
with provincial politice, Assurances to
this effect, however, notwithstanding
that they are now frequently and voci-
ferously made, are devoid of an atom of
trath, and are only published in  the
hope that the bold and blatant denial
will deceive a portion of the public who
are not aware of the earlier manipula-
tions.

The Review then goes on to declare
that it would like to see an opposition
meeting held, but believes such a con-
vention as is proposed will cause divis-
fon and distrust, For this opinion it
gives the foltowing reasons, which will
be very interesting reading to the pro-
moters of the convention :

Even if we credit the statement that
the proposed meeting has no provincial
significance—a statement which we have
documentary evidence to prove is a false-
hood—the convention is no more satis-
factory. For a Liberal convention, as
regards federal politics, at-this juncture
is quite unnecessary; in fact, we have
neither read or heard of any reason be-
ing advanced for its call.

The Review then proceeds to let out
some of the inner history of the move-
ment which we reprint to let our Liberal
readers know the views held by one of
the ablest papers supporting their party,
and incidentally to establish once more
the unreliability of the Times, which
stated a few days ago that the Vancouver
World is the only Liberal paper that is
opposed to the convention.

But the public have not only been
denied any excuse for the convention—
they are left absolutely in the dark us to
the personalty of the conveners. It is
true that the Liberal representatives for
the province at Ottawa were requested
to call the convention, but it is equally
true that the majority of them strongly
advised against the move and have re-
fused to countenance it, We know of
no representative body.of Liberalsfather-
ing the conyention. ~The Kamloops
Liberal Association, reflecting the nerve
and energy of Editor Deane, of flanky
fame, and well known here as a sup-
porter of Hon. Theo. Davie in the last
campaign, and the insulter of Sir Wil-
frid Laurier and his entertainers whilst
in this city, has been busy in this mat-
ter, but the zeal of Editor Dean and the
association is open to ready comment as
unsatisfactory for many glaring reasons.
Apart from this doubtful and sickly pa-
rentage, we know of none. Has no one
connected with it the honesty or courage
to father the puny thing, Is no prom-
inent Liberal openly identified with it?
If there is, who is he? Has Hewitt Bos-
tock, M.P., taken upon himself the duty
of calling it; or has it beendone by
William Templeman, Eeq., or Dr. Walk-
em, M.P.P.? The public and the Lib-
eral party have a right to know with
whom they are dealing and what parties

are endeavoring te secure a veiled pur-
pose through this bastard convention. °

We therefore ask on whose authority,
at whose request and for what purpose
is the convention called? These are
questions that should be clearly answer-
ed before any Liberal is warranted in
recognizing it, So long as there re-
madins this susricious silence -on these
points, we are pleased to note the com-
plete indifference with which the over-
whelming majority of Liberals through-
out the province ignore the efforts of an
insignificant few to magnify their own
importance. and boom their minority
views and discredited friends.

We want no packed convention; no
cut-and-dried resolutions; no catspaw
play for a few ambitious schemers; no
farce to bring ridicule and shame on the
Liberal party.

AN UNWISE “SENTINEL.”

When the Corexisr undertook first to
reproduce and answer every specific
charge made in the opposition press
againet the government and when after-
wards it declared its intention, in the
absence of such speecific charges, to de-
fend the record of the government, it
did not engage to reply to everything
the opposition press might see fit to
print, in the absence of more interesting
matter. That would involve an amount
of re-threshing of old straw, which would
render the columns of this paper as dull
as those of its contemporaries in ques-
tion are. Some times an exceptional
case arises, as for example an editorial
in a recent issue of the Kamloops
Sentinel, most appropriately headed,
‘““ Audacious Mendacity.” We should
not have cared to be so rude to apply
these words to anything which our
esteemed contemporary might eay, but
politeness must give way to truth some
times, and so we frankly admit that the
Sentinel has very well described its own
article. )

Illustration No. 1 of this audacious
mendacity is the statement that the
genera! poliey of the government is * to
squander the public funds and to alienate
the public lands.”” If it will help the
Sentinel out any we will admit that this
has been said very often, but frequent
repetition, instead of making. the state-
ment true, only renders the men-
dacity more audacious. The Sen-
tinel and its friends might vocifer-
ate until Doomsday that twice
two are five, but this would in no way
impugn the accuracy of the multiplica-
tion table. If the government’s policy
is to squander money, it ought not to be
difficult to scare up one little * squan-
der’’; if the government’s policy is to
alienate the public lands, it ought not
be very difficult to show in what way
any proposed alienation has worked or
is calculated to work injury to the prov-
ince. We assume that the policy of
every government will be to alienate the
public domain, for it is of no good to
anyone unless it is alienated. There
will always be a question whether or
not any proposed system of alienation is
judicious, and this is a matter to be
demonstrated in each case, So far as
we have been able to follow the opposi-
tion criticisms, the critics have not
thought it worth while to go into par-
ticulars.

Illustration No. 2 is.the statement,
put inferrogatively, that the Attorney-
General is responsible for faulty legisla-
ture, needless litigation and heavy ex-
pensge. If this is true there must some-
where be some proof of it. We have re-
peatedly asked for the instances which
the opposition have in mind when mak-
ing this general statement. The answer
has been to cite the case of the Victoria
Lumber Company and that of the Kok-
silah Quarry Company, We havye
showed by incontrovertible evidence
that in the first case the province saved
a large amount of money and that the
second case is yet before the courts, and
we feel no hesitation in saying that the
decision of the Privy Council will in all
probability be favorable to the province.

Illustration No. 3 is the statement,
also put interrogatively, to the effect
that the administration of the educa-
tional department has not commended
itself to anyone outside of Vietoria. Our
rgply to this is that session after session
of the legislature has passed and the ad-
ministration of the educational depart-
ment has yet to be unfavorably ecritic-
ized. We do not say that from time to
time instances of local dissatisfaction
have not occurred, but we do say that
in every case a bona fide effort has been
made, and in nearly every instance suc-
cessfully made, to meet the wishes of the
people. The case of Rossland is the
most recent in point, where a matter
that caused very considerable hasty crit-
icism has been-arranged in a manner
that has called forth warm expressions of
satisfaction.

Illustration No. 4 is the statement
that well-grounded complaints have
been made against the lands and works
department. We say that this is an il-
lustration of mendacity, because it im-
plies that complaints have been made
against that department and that the
department has not been shown to have
had good reason for its action in the
premises. We do not deny that com-
plaints have been made against this de-
partment. The people in one locality
complain because a bridge has not
been built; in another because a road
has not been built; in another it is the
lack of a public building that is the
cause of complaint. These thinge al-
ways have been and always will be, for
the department of lands and works will
probably never have enough money to
do . everything asked of it, or

enough clerical help to do every-

thing quite as soon as the man,
who wants it done, thinks it
ought to be done. Bya well grounded
complaint against a public department
we understand one that implies neglect,
carelessness or actual wrong-doing, and
we say that no instances of this kind
have been brought to light either in the
legislature or out of it; and in saying
this we do not overlook the much talked
of Ruckles case, in which a committee
of the legislature found there was
nothing wrong.

Illustration No. 5 is the statement
that the criticisms of the finance depart-
ment are unanswerable. These ecriti-
cisms have been answered categorically
and with minute detail.

Illustration N6, 6 is the statement
that the CoLonisT has not dealt with
the charges preferred by the Sentinel.
Our impression was that we took up
each one of the Sentinel’s charges as it
was made; we do not say that we re-
peated our answers as often as the
charges were repeated.

Finally, the Sentinel says that we will
not ‘‘for good reasons’’ discuss its
charges that the Attorney-General fay-
ors certain corporations. To this we re-
plied, only to have our statements of
opinion on questions of fact misrepre-
sented as being statements of the law.
But we again say—

1st. The courts of the land are open
to every one, and the Attorney-General
does not hold the key.

2nd. The Attorney-General is under
an obligation to exercise his best judg-
ment whether prosecutions ought to be
instituted upon any set of facts. If he
thinks a conviction cannot be secured,
he is culpable if he puts the province to
the expense of a prosecution.

In the cases referred to by the Senti-
nel we think the Attorney-General exer-
cised a sound discretion,

THE SMASHING OF BRITAIN.

A report comes from St. Petersburg to
the effect that the governments of Rus-
sia, France, Germany, Italy and Turkey
have arrived at the conclusion that the
time has come for Great Britain to get out
of Egypt. We take very little stock in
the story. These nations are not at all
likely to agree upon any plan of action,
and even if they should dJdo so, they
would find that suggested more difficult
than they imagine, It is stated that
the Empire is to be divided up according
to an agreement alleged to have been
arrived at by the aforesaid governments.

We are not at all anxious to see the
experiment tried, but if it ever is, and
the British Empire must face all Europe
in arms, the result will be something
very different to what the enemies of
liberty imagine. If Great Britain could
be crushed, the republicin France would
be-quickly annihilated and all Continen-
tal Europe would be plunged into an
abyssof imperialism. But the time for
such reaction is not at hand, and long
before the plans of the absolutists of
Russia and Germany could succeed, the
whole continent would be in an uproar,
Germany is to-day only a slumbering
voleano. It has been repeatedly said that
only the lifeof an old man stands between
the Austro-Hungarian empire and politi-
cal chaos. The Emperor Franz-Josef is in
his 68th year and shows signs of increas-
ing age. M. de Blowitz, the famous
Paris correspondent of the London
Times, is on record with a prediction
that on the death of the Emperor his
dominions will fly asunder as if there
were an explosion. Signs of this are
everywhere manifest. The German ele-
ment of the population is avowedly hos-
tile to the others, and Hungary is ex-
tremely restive under her partnership
with Austria. Russia is ripe for rebel-
bellion under favorable conditions, and
these are likely to occur if a great foreign
war breaks out. Indeed, look in what-
ever direction over continental Europe
wé may, we find, except in Switzer-
land, Holland, Denmark, Sweden and
Norway, discontent ripening for a ter-
rible harvest.

If the Continental powers should de-
termine to attack Great Britain they
would find their aggressive capacity as
againgt her very much less than some
people imagine. They would not be
able, for example, to drive the British
out of Egypt. They could not land
troops there, while the British
army of occupation could be rein-
forced if necessary from India. It
is all very well to string figures on paper
to represent the fighting force of the Con-
tinental powers, but it is to be remem-
bered that all their armies are organized
for campaigns in which their own coun-
tries will be a basis of supply. The ex-
perience of France in Tonquin and Mad-
agascar show how poorly equipped that
that great military nation is to carry on
operations beyond seas. Germans will
fight for the Fatherland, but when it is
proposed to send the youth of the coun-
try into foreign lands to fight the bat-
tles of pyranny, there will likely be an-
other story to tell. Russia has a vast
army, but Turkey held it at bay for a
long time. Austria has never yet ac-
complished or, indeed, attempted any-
thing outside of Europe, and as for Italy,
the day that a King of Italy calls on the
people to fight Great Britain he will for-
feit his crown. g

Looking at the whole situation, we
conclude that the new scheme to smash
the Empire is simply an expression of
the disgust which Ruesia feels at finding
that her plans in regard to Greece and
Turkey have been blocked by Great Bri-

tain.
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tention not to take pd
conference, and her noti
States was sent too la

three governments to
arrangements. -

Inquiries at the Russi
show that the officials w
prised at Great Britain’g
were disposed not to Y
They said that the Britig
in the discussion of the
the conference had neve;
that dissatisfaction was
Russia’s participating in
Apparently, the Russig
Great Britain realized tY
of Russia and Japan w
the conference and leavi
for Great Britain and th

The departure of Sir
fote, the British amb4
United States, and one of
representatives at thesea
has been postponed un
which would make him
United States too late foy
liberations. Since Gre
decided to withdraw frg
cuseion of the sealing (
not replied to Secretary
patch on the subject, an
pected that he will n
to it.

A DISAPPOINTH

After Killing Two People
riage Portion She Mus
Life in Pris
LonpoxN, Sept. 22.—A
Paris says that Juliette
just been sentenced to i
life, and her mother
Mother and daughter
have been connected wif]
traordinary murders.
a dot for the purpose of
her aunt at Brest and a
at Beauvais. After rend
conscious by administd
she strangled them with
succeeded in getting f
money, bonds and jewe
risoner entered the doc
ike manner confessed t|
ing an account of the r
Her mother was prosec
ing stolen goods. The
daughter was insanity
and danghter were attag
they were leaving the cd

WILLIAM’S DIVI}

A People’s Party Leader
Demands a Change

BerLIN, Sept. 27.—Th
Haussmann, leader of tH
people’s party, at Manh
week, has caused excites
circles. Haussmann revij
of the reichstag and 4
during the last two year
ticularly outspoken’in o
liam’s utterances and vi
Satirizing the Empero
Speech, recently delives
Herr Haussmann said
afraid of a coup d’ eta
zens know their strengtH
withstand the will of ti
man, minister nor 1.1 4
able to crnsh tho| i
18 mnot controlied
thoughts,and it won’t he
the pickle haube. Thid
tinue much longer as a
the good of Germany th
‘come a change for the bd

Asthma Cure vs. Ast

It is a recognized fad
suffering from asthma
they use the asthma rem
quires to be burned ag
worse they get, until af
the remedy looses its
Kola Compound is a cd
medy. The first dose rd
worst case can he per
within one month. Sol

° rane and D. E. Campbel




