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The Eleetric Light Iniprovament By-
Law Receives Endorsement
at the Polls,

While the Fire Protection Loan is
Refused by the Rate-
payers.

Contrary to general expectation, not both
but only one of the loan by-laws voted upon’
yesterday received the endorsement of the,
ratepayers. The by-law ratifying the use
of the crematory loan for electric light par-
poses passed on & small vote but by a safe
majority; the by-law for .enlarging the
sphere of fire protection and improving the
equipment of the department, while receiv-
ing a msjority of the votes polled, did nob
obtain the necessary perocentage of the total
—three.fiftths—and is therefore lost.

Considerable surprise isexpressed by those
mosb interested in the conduct of civic af-
fairs that the residents of the Victoria West
and the Spring Ridge distriots, after their
repeated appeals ard demands for better fire
protection, shonld have allowed the by-law
to fall by reason of their apathy. The vote

polled was an uncommonly lighv one, as the
appended totals show : /

BLECTRIC LIGHTING BY-LAW.
For, Against,

Majority For—225.
¥FIRE PROTECTION BY-LAW.
For. Against

73
59
142

87 274

The msjority, thirteen, justifies its repu-
tation as an unlucky number, being insuffi-
cient to carry the by-law. Under the law,
which requires three. fifths of the votes polled
to be cast in the affirmative in order to
carry a money by-law, 336 of the total of
Sﬁlriallou, were required to carry the by-
law.

In connection with the proposal to erect
and equip fire stations in the now unpro-
tected sections of the city, the suggestion
had been thrown out that each should also
be provided with a jiller’s room and two
ocells, lockups being thus provided where
they as well as fice houses are much needed,
and no extra ool? being entailed for sitee,
construction, telephone connection, or other
incidental charges. - This idea would very
possibly have been acted upon had the by-
law carried. .

It did not, however.

SPORTS AND PASTIMES.

A “Colonist” Representative Will Tra-
verse Mashonaland, South Africa,
on a Bike. .

That Football Game—From Monaea
to Nice—Here and
There. . N

Mr. W. A. Carter, of the Victoria
Wheelmen’s Club, who left here on Sunday
evening last for Mashonaland, South Africa,
is to be the pioneer of the bicycle in a far
distant and littl4 known country, though
one thav is fast opening up to British ocom-
merce. His destination is Salisbury, a
mining town in the interior wilderness, dis-
tant more than 300 miles from the railway
terminus and far away from roads connect-
ing with civilization. :

According to presenp’ arrangements Mr.
Carter will commence his journey awheel
at Cape Town iteélf, riding & specially made
Canadian wheel from the well-known Brant
ford works, and proceed lelsurely across
country and by such trails and roads as may

be had to Salisbury, where his father has
been living for some time past.

With the strength and enthusiasm of

youth, olear grit behind it, and & constitu-
tion already inured to the heat of equatorial
climes, he does not anticipate mors than
plenty of hard work, flavored perchance
with occasional adventures. The record of
his journey into Maghonaland, which will be
given in the COLONIST as soon as the mails
oan bring it, will no doubt be read with in-
tereat.

THE TRACK PROPOSITION.

The trustees of the new ’Cycling Associa-
tion held a special meeting yesterday, at
which the p'ans and specifications of. the
new race track were approved. A meeting
for the opening of tenders was announced
for Saturday.

FOOTBALL.
VICTORIA COLLEGE V. Y.M.C A,

To THE SrorTING EDITOR :—Your repor-
ter, in his short, but as nsual excellent and
impartigl report of the above match on &a-
turday, made four statements of fact, not
one of which has your corres ent algning
himself*¢ Y.M C.A.” dared to controvert.
He stated that the oollege team was handi-
capped by the absence ‘of both of their ex-
cellent full backs, Goward and Erb, and
that the Y. M C. A. team was strengthened
by Messrs: Winsby and Dallas of the junior
Wanderers, playing for them. He did not

_ remark, as he might have, that the success-
ful side were evidently imdebted for their
suooess to the splendid game which these
two gentlemen played for them, nor did he
add. that' the Y.M.C.A. captain, when he

saw that the college were ab the last moment | hi

forced to plsy three. little ladf of the hercu-
Jean sizs of Douglas Hunter, enlisted these
experienced players on the field, apparently
¢ to make assurance doubly sure,”

rding the last unfortunate paragraph
of Y.M C A.’s letter, aware as I am that all
the other members of the Y.M.C A. will as
"deeply regret it as I do, I pass it by, pleased
to feel thav there is  but -one, very. recent,
and probably trensitory addition to their
teami, who couldso far have forgotten him-
self as ta’first pen it and then affix to it the
expressive initials he did. V. C.

THE troubles of Caretaker Sutherland in
oconnection with his administration of the
affairs of the Old Men’s Home were again
related in the police court yesterday, when
David Murray, one of his ohargel, was
arraigned for using grossly abusive hnl:n.e.
The complaint was sustained, and Murray
:l.t: o:gh o::vlotimdhrzrwdod against him

was discharged. Preparati
are now belng made for the transfer of a
number of inmates of the home' to the pro-
vincial lnlélcnﬁon for their shelber just com-
pleted at Kamloops. They are to leave
the * Inland Oapital ” some day this week.

THE_ CITY.

PeTER BELLENGER, the man who for lack
of evidence escsped punishment for “selling
little Arthur Lanioure into slavery, is in Se-
attle. His trank and gun were yesterday
handed over by the provincial polics to a
messenger from Bellenger, and went o Se-
attle on'the steamer last night. Bellenger
conoiders himself lucky to have escaped the
wmesheés of the law, as he says he guite ex-
pected-to have'got a five years’ sentencs.

A NOTICE has been posted in the armoriss
of: No. 1-Company, B.C.B.G. A, calling the:
apnual meeting of this company’s
association for Saturday, the 6¢h April, in
the drill:hall, ‘and the members of
the company to be present on that evening.
The business to be Soall' with is of consider-
able importance, and oconsists of receiving
reports and election of - office-bearers, be.
sides the discussion of several amendments
to the constitution and allocation of funds
for different purposes during the ensuing
year.

SpaRks from the chimney lodged under
the rioge board and set fire to the roof of
Mr. T. C. Futcher’s residence on Parkinson
street yesterday morning. About 9 o’clock
neighbors living acroes the street saw that
the roof was on fire and informed Mr.
Futcher, who by means of buckets of water
kept the flames from spreading till the de-
partment came upon the scens. The fire-
mén soon extinguished the blaze, the damage
not amounting to $25. The house and con-
tents are insured for $6,000 in the Cale-
donian, A W Jones & Bridgman being the
agents.

P. SxipER, a lad of tender years, was
charged before Magistrate Macrae yester-
day with having discharged a firearm within
the city limits—oontrary vo the provisions
of the streets by-law of the corporation in
such cases made and provided. The youth-
ful culprit was oconvioted and discharged.
By the new law for the protection of the
young, the hearing was a private one in the
Magistrate’s room, this now being ordered
in all cases, and the law also requiring that
no minor shall be placed in a prison cell
unless he be at the time the only occupant
of the jail or other place of confinement.

THE Rock Bay hotel, on the corner of
Bridge ard Work streets, had an unwelcome
and unbidden guest between Monday’s and
Tuesday’s suns. Either the door was acci-
dentally left unlocked or the thief was pro-
vided with skeleton keys, for he broke
neither door nor windows, yet entered the
barroom and appropriated, a considerable
quantity of bulk liguor and a funnel by
means of which it might be more conveni-
ently bottled. The till was also removed
entire, the contents of course pocketed, and
the drawer itselt thrown on the roadside by
the Point Ellice bridge. There were sev-
eral dollars in the till and the liquor stolen
was worth ten or fifteen dollars.

Mavor TEAGUE's considerably surprised
to find that with the large number of unem-
ployed men in the city, & considerable pro-
portion of whom request and receive assist-
ance daily at the food shelter, no one has
yet sougho the use of vacant land for garden-
ing. The sending of the unemployed work-
ers back to the land has been regirded as
one of the most admirable features of the
municipal relief plan, and nunlerons owners
of city and suburban lots have offered the
use of their property. The only applicant
up to date hasbeen a lady, tp whom the
scheme was not ‘quite oclear & ntly.
She proposed to accept the use of the land,
Ppit in-ap orchard, and ultimately build sher-'
self a comfortable little home. {

MarYy WHEEL-UM XKUM, the klootchman
who went on a spree with Jim Whart-ka-
num, the Cowichan Indian, on the night he
mysteriously ‘disappeared, was yesterday
brought down from Duncan by Constable
Maitland-Dougall, to serve a month’s term
for supplying the unfortunate mam with
liqguor. The facts of the case are that on
March 4, Jim and Mary were in town and
Mary purchased some whiskey. The oon-
scquence was that when the gouple attempt-
ed to board Jim’s canoe they were both
drunk. Mary was found next morning
floating in the canoe near the Discovery is-
land light. The canoe was half fall of’
water and what had become of Jim Mary
had no idea. As he has never turned np
since it appears that he must have fallen
overboard and drowned. Jim’s wife then
prosecuted Mary for supplying -the liquor.

Toumy O’CONNOR, alias Tom Connors,
alias Healy, alias Egan, well known all
along the Pacific. Coast- as a safecracker,
footpad and generally bad character, paid
Viotoria a vieit yesterday that was satisfac
torily brief. Connors et.al. is supposed to
havg come here from San. Franoisco, and al-
masb his first business here was to negotiate
.mn of $10 at a local pawnshop, pledging
a lady’s valuable fur after vainly endeavor-
ing to sell the garment in several of the

ps.  Daring his -brief stay here he was
seen and recognized by the poliee, who had
good reason to remember him. He had a
fiva year and nine monthe’ term recorded
against him at Westminster and in endeav-
oring to escape from -the penitentiary was
shot in the leg. Then he transferred his at-
tention to Viotoria and was given one year
for the robbsry of Gilmore & MoCandless’
store. Daring his residence at the provin-
cial jail he attempted to break from the
chain gang, for which he was given an addi-
tiopal six months, and subesequently tried to
escape from the jail itself, for which the late
Chief Justioe Begbie awarded him an addi-
tional year. < As soon as they aware
that Connors was sgain in town Chief Shep
pard and his officers gave bhim their best
attention, He was seen coming out of the
pawnshop in the evening, and realizing that
he was shadowed ran. His course lay down
Johnson street, along Wharf street to the
Kingston’s landing, and although the pur.-
suing conastable did his best to secure an in-
Connors -outran him and succeeded
in gaining the deck of the Kingston just as
she was swinging from the dock. The city
hi better off and oitizens safer withous
m.

TORONTO TOPICS.

ToR0NTO, March 19, —(Speoial) —Rev. Mr.
Davie, bursar of Trinity oollege, is dead.

The students of Toronto University hayv-
ing asked for a government - investigation
into the recent. troubles a¢ the university,
which resulted in & wholesale boyoott by
students of all lectures for nearly two
weeks, the Ontario government has appoint.
ed a royal commission to ‘inguire into the
matter. Chief Justice Taylor, of Manitoba,
will be the chairman, and other members are
exJudge Kingsmill, of Bruce oounty;
Judge “Senkler, of Lincoln3 Prof John
Campbell, Presbyterian college, and B. L,
Britton, Q C., of Kingston. The commis-
sion meets on April 8.

The city five and -light - committee has

ted one year’s salsry to the widow of Fire

V0!
ions | Chief Ardagh, who lost his life from injuries

‘received ab the recent Globe fire,

Jobn F. Howden, & printer, who stole
Trinlty medical college exsmination pape
was senb fo jall for a month,

A SOLID FRONT. -

Liberal Conservatives Hsﬁ But One
Opinion as to Who Skould Be
Their Candidates.

Messrs. Earle and Prior . the “Unani-
mous Cheice of a Splendid
Convention. .

The wisdom of the selection of the fine new
hall of the A. 0. U. W. as the ‘meeting
place of the. Liberal-Conservative nominat-
ing convention was abundantly manifest last
evening, when both floor and galleries of
that splendid ochamber were filled with a
thoroughly representative gathering of vhe
electors of Victoria city and districs. - Their
purpose was the choice of the men most ac-
ceptable to the party as their standard
bearers in the approaching elestion of mem-
bers of the House of Commons. Admission

was .by card of membership in either the
senior Liberal-Conservative Association or
the Macdonald Club, shown at the:'-door, |
and each person on entering was.supplied
with ‘a ballot paper, which, however, was
soon found not to be called for.

By invitation the members present bf the
Senate 'and House of Commons and the
office-bearers of the association oocoupied
seats upon the platform, while' the pre-
siding officer was Mr. E Crow Baker,
presidenv of the Liberal-Conservative Asso-
ciation.

The Chairman opened the proceedings by
reading the call-for the conveation, and the
rule admitting to it only duly enrolled
members of the senior association or of the
Maodonald Club, and re¢quested all -others
who might be in the hall ¢o retire. Five or
six persons thereupon went out, and ime1
business proceeded, the Secretary reading
the rules to govern the convemtion. The
Chairman then announced that nominations
were in order. oS

Mr. Edward A. Lewis nominated Lieut.-
Col. E. G. Prior, M. P., as one of the candi-
dates, and. this being seconded by Mr. W
P. Winsby, the mover proceeded to address
the convention in support of his resclution.
He spoke in eloquent terms of the progress
of the Dominion under the policy of protec-
tion which the present representatives of
this constituency have supported, and in the
belief thab these representatives have done
their best he felt no hesitation in making
the nomination. (Applause.) He hoped
Col, Prior wonld be the choice of the con-
vention, so that following the " election
which would certainly result he might have
a chance of promotion to. a ocabinet office,
which he would worthily fill. (Gréat ap-
plause.) '

Mr. D. R. Ker read the nomination of
Mr. Thomas Earle, M P., by- Mr. R. P.
Rithet, M P.P., who he explained was un-
fortunately unable to attend, having had to
leave this evening for San Francisco.. He
agreed with what had been said by Mr.
Lewis as to the faithful efforta of..our rep-
resentatives during the past five years, and
he;also agreed that our members should be
men of euch standing - in parlia-
ment that if the Dominion government
does, as seems probable, determine to give
British Columbia representation in the
cabinet, Victoria may be fortunate enough
to-be represented by the new ., minister.
(Applause.) He briefly réviewed the pro-
gress of the conntry during the - past seven.
teen years, and ocontraste . vague
promises of the untried if silver-tongued
Laurier with the able and Enotl‘otl admin.
istration which he tries so hard though in-
effectually to displace. (Applause.)

Mr. Napoleon Sabin seconded’ the nom-
ination of Mr. Earle. (Applause.)

There being no further nominations, the
Chairman, afver some time had elapsed, de-
clared Col. Prior and Mr, Earle to be the
unanimous choice of the convention. After
the enthusiastioc demonstration which grees.
ed this announcement had subsided, the
first- nominee was called upon for an ad-
dress. Before he proceeded, however, the
Chairman said he had been reminded of an
anintentional omission of one- formality—a
standing vote upon the candidates.- He

support . the two gentlemen . just named
Mesers Earle and Igdor. to lbllnd up‘—m;m‘i
every man in the hall promptly rose.

Col. Prior then went on with his address,
expressing his\pride as this mark- of confi-
dence-on vhe part of the . Liberal-Conserva-
tives of Victoria, whom he .aseured that
should’it be his good fortune to be elegted
a8 he expeoted (great applause) he would do
his best to show their choice to have been a
wiee one. For seven years he had repre-
sented Viotoria at Ottawa, supporting the
Liberal Conservative policy—the game ever
since the year 1878, under the grand old
chieftain ‘Sir John Macdonald {applause),
under Sir John' Abbott, and latterly under
Sir John Thompeon. - While our opponents
londly declare that this policy has wrought
ruin to the country, all the faots point in an
opposite direction. Statistics, which he
read, exhibited a striking com be-
tween the ocondition of ada in
1878 and in 1895, the imports, exports,
bank ciroulation, savings banks deposits,
Fall showing a marvellons inorease, while the
same has been the case with respect to rail-
way and steamboat traffic and the business
of the post office. These statistics show how
far from the truth is’the ory of the oppo-
sivion that ruin has been ' stalking through
the land. (Hear, hear.) - The bank retarns,
compiled by those institutions themselves,
showed & steady decline during the sad
regime.of Sir Richard Cartwright and his
colleagues, and in striking contrast a steady
increase since they had been displaged, not-
withstanding that in many other countries
the reverse has been the case. (Hear, hear.)
He read from the Finsncial News; s paper
published in free trade Eogland, a state-
menb dhat only her protective policy seeured
the oredit of Canada from collapee
during the recent panic ‘in America,
To illustrate the proud place occupied by
Canada in the money market, he referred to
the high price at which the last Dominion
losn was issued, and the fact that the appli-
ocations for the securities were five times the
amount of the issue. (Applanse.) He
dwelt upon the efforva of the Liberal Con-

rtation and communication throughout
anads, along our coaste, and on the seas.

cord of progress, and their avowed policy of
*¢ free trade as they have it in E ll’mlgx'—
upon which Mr, Laurier has staked his for-
tune after baving tried everything else
—he thought would not prove so attrac-

would like. In evidence of $hs  decline of
business during the last Liberal administra-
tion, he read the sorry admissions made by
Sir Richard Cartwright in 1878, in his last
budget speech. (Hear, hear.) The conn
was under a revenue tariff at that time, bat
the taxes were jush as much then'as to-day..
They taxed sugar in those days, and ses,
:dhﬁ:h :dve':y“ I;on:;:m!d*un and- which

I mig! y government of to-day.
(Appiause ) Sir Riobard s ndmis.

Wi
Tmy,hhnmppﬁm.bohgdlnh&rgod.

ted that if he could: get reci with
the States he mlcr dllotlmlnmpm“'lgnlm

-aeked all those who pledged themselves to |

servative party to provide means of trans- | DoeD

(A;:{)hnn) Their opponents have no re- | into

tive to the elestors as. the  opposition | oalled

| has

Great Britain to:do it—that he was guite
EM to tax the n of every ocount
the world exocept United States. Su
& proposition-he (Col. Prior) considered to
be . ‘nothimg . else - than an .ontﬂm-l
(Applagse) He pointed out the effects
which would follow free trade, when the
products of the pauper labor of other parts
of the world would be poured in upon us.
Mr. Laurier says this would bouohe:g

-1 conntry'to- live ‘in ; but in company wi

this condition the people would feel very
cheap indeed in. living in it. (Lavghter and
wpplavse.) He believed in nothing of that
sort, for “he wanted 60 ‘protect ' the indus-
tries‘of Canada for:the-bemefit of. the people
trying'to make their. living in this country.
(Applanse.). While the opposition seek to
create the impressionphateverything brought
into“the ‘country mow pays a customs tax,
the fact is that'about 40 per cent. of the
imports come-in-free, s0 many staple arti-
cles on. the free list. Uader British
free e in England to-day, an English-
man is taxed $9 50 per head, while the
average tax paid in Canads is $6 & head.
He quoted Lord Salisbury’s declaration that
in opening her markets to the world Great
Britain has stripped herself of the only in-
duocement which she could but for that fact
offer to other countries for favors in their
markets. (Applause.) He heard it stated
that some people say they will vote for the
opposition simply for the sake of change,
but he thought that a man who would sacri-
fice his political principles with no other
objeot than to make s change of the effect of
which he had no idea, would act very fool-
ishly indeed. (Hear hear.) While Mr.
Laarier is » fine theorist, he is not a practi-
cal man; but another man who used to be
ab the head of the Liberal party is Edward
Blake, a man with a * great head ” (langh-
ter) who before leaving the party declared
in his Malvern speech that the needs of the
revenue can only be met by a duty on the
.goods which we can ourselves produce, and
that free trade is in Canada outside the
domain of practicsl politics. (Applause.)
The opposition—not the Liberals, for they
do not call themselves by that name now—
are fond of shouting * le” and * cor-
ruption,” and they shout to such
an extent about their honesty and
their virtues that they excite the suspicion
of really honest men (hear, hear), who if
they look into the facts find these opposition
folk in queer company.  Mr.- Laurier’s great
ally in Qaebec was Honore Mercier, and the
fact that he is dead is no reason why the

ten. Another of Mr. Laurier’s friends is

Mr. lsrael Tarte, the hero of. the Biy des
Chaleurs scandal, who is now a very zealous
supporter of the ¢ Liberal ” party of purity.
Mr. Preston, the agent of the Liberal party
in Ontario, states against Mr. Janes, who
opposed Sir Richard Cartwright for the
opposition nomination in South Ox-
ford, that that gentleman said he
‘had no money for party purposes this year
(laughter), but yet the opposition would
give the impression that the fands for party
purposes are all on the Conservative side.
He wished to repeat that we must have pro-
tection for British Columbia as for the rest
of the Dominion, and there is at present a
well devised scheme on footi for the estab-
lishment of iron works here, which project,
if free. trade were introduced, would be
snuffed out immediately. He wished pro-
tection for labor, too, and so ‘long as the
United States will not let Canadian citizens
find employment across the border,
the government of the Dominion should
pass a similar prohibition against
allowing Americans to come over here and
take the work ‘away from our citizens.
(Great spplanse,) “He read from a speech
of Sir Richard Cartwright—*¢ Blue Ruin ”
Dick—Ilast session againat railroad grante in
British Columbia as a sample of the liber-
ality of the treatment this province might
expect from the Liberal party if they did
by any mischance take office, Yet Mr.
Laurier'came out here and said that if he
got into power this province would get
more than it does now ! (Lsughter and ap-
plause.) He promised to take the op%or-
tunities which would be afforded by public
meetings to enter more fully upon the
political questions, and in conclusion said
that if elected he would endeavor to do
his duty tearlessly and faithfully, not only
to Victoria but to the whole Dominion of
Canada. (Great.applause.)

Mr, Thomas Earle, M.P., thanked the
conveation for the great demonstration of
applause which greeted him as he came for-
‘ward to speak, and he proceeded bricfly to
point out the advantages of the national
policy in securing & market for the produce
of our farmers and in providing work for
labor of all desoriptions. ~He felt thoroughly
convinced that the Conservatives have done
more during their term of office than any
Liberal government such as preceded them
would ‘have ‘done. He remembered how
constantly every enterprise great and small
incurred the hostility of the Liberal party
when in office, and the same has been
the « case ever since, despite which
the opposition leader has made the
most liberal promises lately in every

art of the ocountry. (Hear, hear.)
hat leader has not given his,policy, how-
ever, otherwise than by his declaration that
he will sweep, away every vestige of proteo:
tion. The Conservative policy is not only
protective but national—a tariff to be adjust-
ed from time to time as the interests of the
‘country may require. In the past few years
& gredt amount of the duties have been taken
off through revision of the tariff, the texes
of . the oonsuming- . public  being
thereby  materially - reduoced. The.
polioy of the opposition has been
pronounced upon adversely at many general
elections in_succession (hear, ,'l;ﬁ) me
bad no doubt that the verdiot would be the
same a few months hence. The trade policy
of the party mow in power has never been
‘departed from since 1878, and he felt sure
that the msjority of the people of . this pro-
'vinoce are in favor of it, and of giving to the
‘present government the same support that
the Conservatives have received in year’s
past. “Ia the matter of policy Mr. Laurier’s
pt.rttg present a b contrast coming for-
ward “ “on new oocasion with a
different ory, so that one never.knows
what to expeot.  (Laughter.) He instanced
the development which has arisen out of the
national polioy of ‘rrognu. dwelling particu-
larly upon the railway and steamship oon-
Beotions which have made Canada- part of
the world’s hi ¥, and which ‘would have
een imposaible except under the national
policy. - When he addressed a mixed aundi-
ence; of men of both parties, he' wonld
figures to prove the arguments he had
y and he would now conclude by thank-
ing the “ convention for honoring him as
they had with their unanimous nomination,
(Amﬂm%‘
Mr.'A."E, McPhillips _being vooiferously
¢ for came forward amidst applause
and made an eloquent address, contrasting
the sophistry of Mr. Laurier with the prao-
tioal argaments and efforts of the govern-
went, and showing the folly ‘of .supposin
that the plan of trade which Englan
ted can be’ applied- satisfactorily
here r oiroumatances so vastly different.
o8, he li:h“d out, has ‘im-

o g; gl':' worﬁu . ab nl;l‘om. ;m:

it over in using British free trade as
& bait to ocatch the votes to place him in:

misdoings of his associates should be forgot- |

Aurors speech in 1874 said he would not'
build the Canadian’ Pacifio” raflwey, and if
British Columbia wished bo secede in conse-
quence she mi (Hear, hear') Yev now he
s0-ke support tnis province, develop
to ite present extent in spite of “him. 3
Blake, another Liberal leader, was similarly
indifferens to British Columbia’s interests.
Sir Richard Cartwright when in offize told
the fatmers to “‘eat less and work more”
(laughter and spihm) when they sent a
deputation to ask relief frem him.. The
Liberal policy has been truly one of opposi-
tion—appo:ition to railways, ‘opposition to
canals, to everything meeded for the de-
velment.of the Dominion. ear hear.) He
paid a tribute ‘to the presens Liberal-Con-
servative leader—an old tried, lisutenant of
Sir Jobn Macdonald—who he fels sure " will
govern the country according to the consti-
tution, giving every man his rights. A
greab enterprise which the govern-
ment has of late so assisted that
it will be ocompleted in three years,
is the railway from Winbnipeg to Hud-
son’s Bay, (spplause), a matter of great im-
portance in conneciion with the develop-
men of the country through which our own
raillway, the British Pacific, is to run.
(Great spplaase. )

Mr. E Crow Baker rose in response to a
general call of * Chairman,” and expressed
his sense of the honor conferred upon "hitm
by being allowed to preside over a gatherirg
such aa this, and he complimented the audi-
ence upon the fact that his office had been
such an easy one,

Three  cheers. were then given  for the
Queen and the ocandidates, and the conven.
tion adjourned.

MARINE MOVEMENTS.

Yesterday morning’s gale proved too
strong for the steamer Joan. She. started
out ab the usual time but was compelled to
put back to the outer wharf, where she re-
mained the most of the day. It so happened
that she had on the heaviest cargo she has
yet taken from here. She began to dip
deep when off the San Pedro, and her cap
tain decided not to face the ** music® off
Trial island, The Quadra, which was en-
gaged all Monday at Discovery island light-
house, also had to return to port owing to
the heavy southeast gale. She will leave
again for the island when the weather
moderates.

SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS,

The Pacific Coast steamship company have
advised their agents here to sell cabin
tickets for the voysge to San Francissco on
the steamship Walla Walla, which leaves
here Sunday, at $5, the steerage fare for the
same trip being jast half that amount. = Re-
duced passenger rates to Alaska continue in
vogue at least until after Sunday, on which
day the City of Topeka sails North from
Port Townsend. The City of Puebla, which
left for San Francisco last evening,.carried
as oabin passengers: R. P. Rithet, J. F.
Norris, Mrs. W. J. MoCrea, /Mrs. H. Clay,
A J. Holmes, J. Callam, John Brown, C.
Hanson and wife, Miss M. Renwick and
Miss Renwick.

MARINE NOTES,
H.M.S. Royal Arthur, which bas been

looked for soon to arrive in Esquimalt.. The
Nymphe, which is also Soutb, is expected
to arrive shortly after the Royal Arthar.
She is to be overhauled here and a new deck
will, it is said, be placed in her. There is
no intimation yet as to what vessel will do
Behrin% Sea patrol duty this year, but it is
generally believed that the Pheasant, now
in Esquimalt, will have the work again.

Steumer Willape; on -her second trip to
Alaska, called in port at’ 10 o’clock yester-
day morning and sailed again at noon. She
had a heavy freight but fewer passengers
than on her first trip.

The British ship ‘ﬁggaburg, en route to
Victoria from England, with. a fall general
cargo consigned to R. P. Rithet & Co., Ltd.,
was spoken off San Francisco about -seven
days ago.

During the past few days about one-third
of the old San Pedro has gone to the bot-
tom. The decks are completely gone and it
is predicted that the remaining or forward
part of the vessel will now widen out and
sink with the stern of the ship, The ma.
chinery is still supported by, the forward

of the vessel but must soon go.

The Victoria salmon ship Cian TRobert-
son arrived in Liverpool on the 13th instant.

The N P.R. liner Tacoma is due to  ar-
rive on Wednesday next from the Orient.

SAMPLES OF GRAIN.

To THE Eprror :—During the past eight
years samples of those varietiesof ' grain
which have succeeded best on the experi-
mental farms have been distributed on ap-
plication in 3-1b..bags to farmers in all parte
of the Dominion free through the’mail. The
objeot in view in this distribution has been
to improve the quality and character of these
important agricultural products throughout
the country. This work has met with mach
appreciation and a considerable degree of
sucoess. :

Last year I was instructed by the Honor-
able Minister of Agriculture to forward, ae
faras practicable, two samples to each ap-
plicant, but the applications received were
80 numerous that on this basis of distribu-
tion all the available stock had been promis-
ed by the middle of February, and later
applicants could not be supplied.

This year my instructions are to send one
sample - only to each .applicant, with the
hope that with this limitation every farmer
in the who so- desires may share

work of the e: mental farms.
The distribution now in
of the most promising sorts
spring wheat, pease, field corn and pota-
toes. Already more than 7,000 applications
have been filled. All farmers desiring to
participate in this distribution should send
in their applications early, and state which
of the above named samples they would pre-
for, and their wishes be met as far as
practioable, until the  available stock is ex-
hausted. The grain can be sent early, buv
the potatoes will. not be distributed until
the dangerof beinginjured in transit b
frost is over. Letters addressed to the Cen.
tral Experimental farm may be sent free -of
postage. 2 Wu SAUNDERS,
Director Experimental Farms.
Ottawsa, March 11, 1895,

TAOOMA: March 19.—Congressman H.

consiats

892 | Doolittle. arrived home yesterdasy from

Washington City. He was oneof the
strorigeat advocates of the Nicaragua canal
measure, and while deploring the fact that
ib was killed through the action of the gom+
witbee on rules of the last congress, he feels
sure it will pass.at the next session. Tom
Reed, he says, is strongly..in favor of the
oannl.-nduhad. in his opinion, is. cer-
tain to be speaker of the Fifty-féurth ocon-
gress and chairman of the committee on
rules, he will prevent a repetition of ' the

sounded many of the new members - and
says they are solid for the oanal.

80 XII1 arrived at Guanabacos to-day with

power. Ib was this Mr. Laurier who in his

two battalions of k %
Bicked at infantry, which were em

spending the winter months in the South, is-

Dominion
in the benefits of shis usefal’ branchof the

oats, barley,

laat session’s lack of action. Doolittle has|

Havaxa, Maroh 20.— The steamer Alfon« |

-

SIR DONALD A. SMITH,

The Broad Platform Upon Which He
Has Accepted Nomipation in
Montreal West.

His Solution of the Manitoba Problem
—He 8till Favers Moderate
Proteetion.

(By Telegraph to the Manitoba Freo Pross,

Sir Donald A, §mith, in replying yeator-
day (March 13), to & deputation which some
time ago waited upon him with a requisition
ssking him to again acoept the Conservative
nomination for S8t. Antoine district, said -
““ Before saying whether I, at this time, am
prepared to aocede to the request put for.
ward, I would like to say two words, that
there may be no' misapprehension with re.
gard to myself and my position. I wish to
eay that I have always, from the time I first
entered parliament, felt it was the duty of
every representative to weigh well for him.

gelf such measures as are brought forward,
and if he believed these were for the best in.
terests of the country, and such as would be
approved by the great body of his constity-
ents and the people, that it was his duty to
support them ; but if, ‘in - certain. circum-
stances, any measure should be proposed
whioch did not appear in the interesis of vhe
country, I believed, and I still believe, that
then it is the duty of a representative noy
simply to blindly follow any party. That is
my idea of independence.

There is one other matter I think I should
say one word about, I refer to the school
question in Manitoba. Some five and
twenty or more years ago, I was selected
by the Canadian government to go to the
people of the Northwesb with a message of
goodwill and of peace, At that time, I, be.
sides a commission from the Canadian gov.
ernment, had a letter from the then gov-
ernor-general, Sir John Young, and also a
direct expression from the Queen herself, of
her regard for her subjects in Manitoba and
in Canada generally. That wae in a letter
that was telegraphed out from England,
and I was instructed to convey this exprea-
sion of her msjesty’s regard to the people in
the Northwess. These documents gave
the pledge that right and justice would be
done to the people of ‘the Northwest in
every case. I should perhape explain here,
that we were not at that time in
the same happy relations towards
our friends on the other side of the
line as we are fortunately at the present.
It was just after the Alabama differences,
and before the meeting of the joint high
commission in Washington, which took place
in 1871. There was a great danger in the
Northwest that was well understood at the
time—very great danger indeed. We know
that overtures were made to these people in
Manitoba from the State of Minnesota at
any rate, and that money would be forth-
coming if necessary, and iv was looked upon
as being a time of great danger in Canada.
We know that our friends on the other side
would be right glad to have had the whole
of that Northwest, and we know also that
they had greater appreciation of it at that
time than we had here in Canada, and as is
usually the case when they have anything
to determine, they got to know the inside of
it before they come to arbitration. I think
we have been convinced of that on several
oocasions, and, .with , all * this before us, it
was felt by the government that assurances
ought to be given to the people of the North-
west, both French speaking' and English
speaking, both Roman Catholics and Pro-
testants of all denominations, that equal
right wounld be done to all,

In the oconventions that took place a bill
of righte was pubt forward, and as repre-
senting the Dominion government, which I
was empowered to do, I answered to differ-
ent articles contained in that bill of righte.
One of the articles declared in effect, that
they shall have E:;“"‘d to them every-
thing they had in the past—all the
rights and privileges which they enjoyed in
the t. I was authorized t0 say such
would be the ocase, and I did say that it
would be the case. Baut I think in connec-
tion with that, I should make one explana-
tion. At that time there were some 11,000,
certainly not 12,000 people in the whole of
Manitoba. Of those persons 6,000 were
French speaking, and as a ‘whole, I think I
can presume, Roman Catholics. The other
5,000 were Eoglish speaking and Protest-
ants. Manitoba was then confined to a
comparatively small area. By one of
the articles of the bill of rights
the area 1is  given as they desired
to have it in a radius from Win-

which-would be sixty to sixty-five miles on
either side from Winnipeg. While I think
that that promise certainly applied to that
distriot, (f course it is a matter for consid-
eration whether it applied equally, or should
be made to apply equally to extended Man-
itoba, but I have every reason to hope, and
I vhink I may say as regards myself indi-
vidually, I have great confidence in the
great good sense of the people of Manitoba,
and I think that when they come to consider
the matter oarefully and earmestly, devoid
of, and apart from’ any political bias or pre-
dilection, they will feel thav it is their duty
and interest to settle this matbter them-
selves. I think that is the very beat solu-
tion of it that we could possibly have.”
. Having said this, Sir D. A, Smith an-
nonuoed amid cheers his accepfance of the

nomination, stating that in doing
80 he thought those who have a large stake
in the country should give themselves, irre-
lg:obive of their own personal feeling and
their own interest, to public affairs.
Sir Donald, continuing, declared his posi-
tion in clear and unmistakable terms on the
trade %uutl He said : ¢ I should like to
add, that while if I were in England I might
be a free trader, yet under the oir-
oumstances of Canada I think it would be
an evil for the country that there should
be a.complete upturning of all the protec-

Y | tion that has been given hitherto to the

industries of the Dominion. I think we
really, require a. well reasoned, and well
thought out, and moderate system of pro-
tection for the industries of this country. I
do: not say to what extent. I think that
may very well be left to the people of the
whole country to determive. I do think
that if we were to spurn altogether what
Thas beén done, we should be going altogether
in & wrong direction.” - The Coneervatives
are highly pleased at. Sir Donald Smith’s
decision, and there is every . likelihood that
he.will be returned without any opposition.
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